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ADVERTISEMENT. 



A Correspondence lately took place, through 
the medium of the Liverpool Courier and' the 
Liverpool Mercury, on the subject of the present 
State of Negro Slavery in the West Indies and 
in the United States of America, with a. par- 
ticular reference to the British Colonics, and on 
the Importation of Sugar from the British Posses- 
sions in India, conducted, on the one side, under 
the Signature of Mercator, and, on the other, 
first in an anonymous article, entitled " Impolicy 
of Slavery," published in the Mercury, but after- 
wards acknowledged, and followed up in sub- 
sequent Letters, by Mr. Chopper, who was 
formerly an American, and is now an East India 
Merchant. 

The West India Association of Liverpool, 
being interested in the subjects of the discussion, 
and impressed with a sense of their importance, 
were desirous of placing the merits of this great 
national question in a candid and impartial 
manner before the Public, by whom it is. now. 
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80 much and so generally agitated through- 
out the kingdom. They considered, that the 
most effectual manner of doing so would be to 
publish the whole of the Correspondence in one 
Pamphlet ; with an Appendix, containing copies 
of and extracts from other Letters which had 
appeared, under different Signatures, in the 
Liverpool Advertiser, and which were referred 
to either by Mr. Cropper or Mercator. 

The Association having understood that Mr. 
Gladstone, a West India Planter, and also 
a West and East India Merchant, was the 
Author of Mercator's Letters, they obtained 
bis permission to make that feet known in the 
present publication. 

Mr. Cropper having announced his intention 
to publish his Papers and Letters separately, 
together with " additional facts," extracted 
from the Correspondence of his opponent*, the 
Association directed that Gentleman to be in- 
formed of their determination to publish the 
whole ; offering, at the same time, to supply him 
with any number of copies of the Pamphlet, at 
cost price. This offer he thought proper to de- 
cline, for the reasons assigned in a Letter which 
appeared in the Liverpool Mercury of the 2d 
of January, and which is republished in the pre- 
sent Pamphlet. 
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The whole of this Controversy is now sub- 
mitted to the Public, in a more permanent form 
than in the perishable columns of a newspaper. 
The Association trust, that their motives for pub- 
lishing it will be justly appreciated, and their 
conduct approved by every disinterested reader. 



February 6th, 1824. 
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CORRESPONDENCE, #c. 



[FROM THR UVKKPOOL mkhcury OP OCTOSBB 31, 1838.] 



IMPOLICY OF SLAVERT. 

In the cruelty and injustice of Negro Slavery, in the 
misery it occasions, and the devastation which it spreads 
over the face of the earth, all the thinking part of man- 
kind are agreed. How, indeed, is it possible there can 
.be two opinions on the subject, when, to say nothing 
of the Slave Trade, it has long been a matter of public 
notorietyt that the Slaves in the West Indies are degrad- 
ingly driven; like cattle, by the whip at their labour, 
which, for nearly half the year, lasts for one-half the 
night, as well as the whole day?* — That they are held 
and dealt 'with as property, and often branded as such 
with a hot iron ? — That they are liable to be sold at the 
will of their master, or for payment of bis debts, and 
the nearest ties in life are thus rent asunder ? — That they 
are liable, whether male or female, to be exposed and 
degradingly punished at the caprice, not only of the 

* It remains yet to be Men, whether the coluniiU will ameliorate tile 
treatment of the Slave*, in accordance with the Resolution! of the Home 
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master or overseer, but of the meanest driver?— That 
they are compelled to work on the Sabbath for their 
own subsistence, which' is, in fact, for their master's 
profit ? — That the advantages of religious instruction, 
and of the marriage tie, are almost universally withheld 
from them? — That the most unrestrained licentiousness 
prevails amongst them, and is exhibited in a degrading 
disgusting, and depopulating promiscuous intercourse, 
encouraged by the debaucheries of the Whites? — That 
they can hold no property; their evidence is not received, 
and hence laws for their protection are but a mockery? 
— The reader will be ready to exclaim, " Surely there 
must be some great and palpable gain arising from this 
system, to induce its maintenance for a single hour!" 
But what will be his astonishment to find, that, instead 
of gain, it is attended with great and enormous loss; 
that such is its inherent impolicy, that if it had not been 
supported and protected by bounties and prohibitions, 
it would long since have been ameliorated and finally 
have fallen? 

The protecting bounties and prohibitions mostly apply 
to Sugar, which is the chief production of our West India 
Colonies. — They are : 

I. — A bounty which is paid on the exportation of refined Sugar, 
and which raises the price of all Sugar in the home-market about 
8s. per cvet. above its natural price. 

II.— A high duty of 10s. per cwt above what is paid from 
the West ladies, imposed on Sugar, the produce of the British 
Dominions iu India. 

HX — Prohibitory duties on Sugar grown in all other parts of 
the World. 

Thus we see, that the cruel system pursued in the 
British West Indies requires to be supported by a bounty 
paid by the people of England, and to be protected, not 
only from the competition of the produce of free labour, 
but also from that of milder systems of slave labour. 
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But though such injustice and cruelty may flourish for 
a time, yet the present state of Slavery is a clear illustra- 
tion of the position, that an all-wise Creator has made it 
the interest of every man. to do right ; that whatever is 
contrary to justice and humanity, must be equally con- 
trary to sound policy ; that interest and duty are indis- 
solubly bound together. 

Had commerce been carried on with enlarged and 
enlightened views of self-interest, and especially if 
united with motives of benevolence and humanity, how 
would knowledge and civilization have marked the steps 
. of Europeans, and have been extended from the coasts 
to the interior of Africa* Instead of which, we have 
spread barbarism and desolation on her coasts, and 
thereby formed a formidable barrier to our intercourse 
with the more civilized interior ! Had these views and 
these motives characterized our intercourse with India, 
how would darkness, ignorance, and idolatry have been 
disappearing amongst her vast population ! Then might 
we, at this day, have been exchanging the produce of a 
vastly-extended manufacturing industry, for the cheap 
.productions of voluntary labour on the fertile soils of 
Africa and of India. But how widely different has been 
our conduct ! What but absolute infatuation could have 
induced the Europeans to destroy the native inhabitants 
of the West Indies, in order to re-people those islands, 
at an enormous expense, from the coast of Africa? 
And what but absolute infatuation can it have been, 
which in this country has actually led us to reject Sugar, 
if produced by the labour of the African on his native 
soil; and at the same time to give a bounty on the pro- 
duce of his labour, when converted into a slave, and 
forced to cultivate the now-exhausted soils of our West 
India Islands? Such is truly the state of things; and 
bow lamentable is it, that, after condemning and 
abolishing the African Slave Trade, we should still be 
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supporting, with enormous pecuniary sacrifices, the 
remnant of out wickedness and folly ! 

Let us look at the map of the world. We know that 
' Sugar can be produced at least thirty degrees on each 
side of the Equator ; we know also, that an acre of good 
land, in those climates, will produce as many pounds of 
Sugar as our land does of wheat ; and that, if it were not 
for duties and bounties. Sugar might be supplied in great 
plenty at a very cheap rate. Who then can sufficiently 
condemn a policy which holds in chains of bondage 
700,000 of our fellow-beings ; and, for the very sake of 
maintaining this oppressive and wicked system, confines 
us to a few little colonies for our supply of one of the 
most valuable and important of all foreign productions? 
Who can sufficiently condemn a policy which, for the 
sake of furnishing to these poor miserable beings the 
few things with which their masters may choose to 
supply them, restricts and sacrifices an unforced and 
beneficial commerce, with tens, nay hundreds of mil- 
lions, in Asia, Africa, and America, whose unrestrained 
choice would range through the almost indefinitely 
varied field of our manufacturing inventions ? 

The impolicy of bounties to raise the price of the 
produce of slave labour, and their injurious effects on 
the condition of the Slave Population, might be clearly 
illustrated by a comparison of the state of the British 
West India Colonies with those of Spain and Portugal, , 
and with the United States. These bounties have 
enabled the British Planters to be absent from, and to 
neglect, their own concerns, and to delegate to others 
the tremendous responsibilities of their situation ; this 
characteristic' of the British system is the fruitful source 
from which most of its peculiar evils arise. The Colo- 
nies of Spain and Portugal have been compelled to 
support themselves ; they have neither had bounties on 
their produce, nor the expenses of a standing army. 
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paid by the mother country. Their system of treatment 
is more mild; they encourage emancipation, and have 
vast numbers of free labourers ;* and these are the conn- 
tries which are underselling the British Sugar Planters, 
in all the markets of Europe. 

With prices of produce sometimes so low as not to 
pay for the importation* of Slaves, the Slave Population 
of the United States has augmented by natural increase, 
after allowing for importation, about one hundred and 
twenty-five per tent, in thirty years ; whilst, with prices 
comparatively high, and with the large importation into 
Jamaica, during the same period, of 188,785 Slaves, the 
Slave Population of that island has only increased from 
260,000 to 345,252; showing, when compared with the 
United States, a destruction or waste of human life, or 
a counteraction of its tendency to increase, of 400,000, 
in the short period of thirty years. And this is the 
country which, thirty years ago, only produced one- 
tenth part of the Cotton which was then produced in 
the Island of Jamaica, but which now produces nearly 
one thousand times the quantity it then did ; whilst its 
culture in Jamaica has been nearly abandoned ! 

That a system which destroys the lives, or prevents 
the existence, of 400,000 human beings in one island, in 
thirty years, is desperately wicked, whether it yields 
profit or loss, there can be no question; but, if these 
lives may be reckoned worth £50 each, (and nearly half 
of them have actually been replaced by purchase,) the 
pecuniary sacrifice to the country will be no less than 
£20,000,000 in this one island, and, as that contains 
not one-half of the Slave Population of the West India 
Colonies, the whole sacrifice will amount to upwards of 

* Free men an variously employed : they often cultivate the land For 
their own profit ; but, untier the present constitution of things, in the 
European Colonies, they are very averse to hire themselves to perform 
field labour, that being the employment of Slaves driven by the whip. 
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£40,000,000, which, at six per cent interest, would 
make £2,400,000 per annum, or 15s. per cw t. on 160,000 
tons of Sugar, being the annual consumption of Great 
Britain and Ireland ! No wonder that the West Indians 
should feel the enormous expense of this cruel system 
press so heavily upon them! No wonder mat the 
share the country has borne of that expense is felt to 
be insufficient; and that they have lately sought for 
further protection, declaring, that without it they shall 
be mined I And so they will, by. the operation of die 
general laws, ordained by a just and wise Providence, 
if they continue to adhere to a system which is radically 
wicked and unjust, and which must fall. 

Slavery, being a forced and unnatural state of society, 
can only exist with high prices of produce, and becomes 
gradually extinguished in a competition with free labour. 
Thus we see it gradually diminishing in the northern 
parts of the United States, where there is the greatest 
competition of free labour, and where slave labour is, 
therefore,' of least value ; and, on the contrary, in those 
States, as we proceed southward, where there is less 
competition of tree labour, and its profits are, there- 
fore, increased, there we see Slavery in its worst form ; 
for in proportion to the prices of produce, or the profits 
of the system, are its severities. Low prices of pro- 
dace, also, compel the adoption of the best and most 
economical systems ; and thus lead almost necessarily 
to an improved treatment of. the Slaves ; and, in point 
of fact, low prices of produce have generally been 
beneficial to the Slaves, whilst high prices have as gene- 
rally been injurious to them. High prices alone have 
supported the destructive system which has kept Slavery 
in existence ; for Slavery can only exist where the popu- 
lation is in a ratio greatly below the demand for labour. 
In Jamaica, we have seen how the population has been 
kept down, and Slavery has been upheld, by means of 
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that system; for it is obvious, that were the population 
as great there in proportion as it is in England, there 
could exist no temptation to maintain Slavery. Who, 
indeed, in this country, would ever think of holding 
men in Slavery with a hope of profit? And what bat 
the waste of human life which has taken place in the 
West Indies, baa there prevented a gradual approach to 
snob a state of things? 

An increase in the supply of men, as of any article, 
makes them hear a less price, until at length they be- 
come worth nothing as saleable property; bat this is 
no loss to their master; for, by industry and good ma- 
nagement, he will have a great increase of produce, 
and probably of income; but, even if bis income re- 
mains the same, it will have the stability of landed 
Income, instead of the unjust and uncertain tenure of 
property in the persons and lives of bis fellow-men. 
Wherever Slavery exists, land is of little value. We 
seldom hear a Planter speak of the number of his 
acres, but of the number of his Slaves. In the United 
States, land of a worse quality, and more unfavourably 
situated, if cultivated by tree men, is worth more than 
donble the price of better land, in a better situation, in 
the same district, when that land is cultivated by Slaves. 
The continuance, therefore, of such a system of oppres- 
sion, of wickedness, of impolicy, and of folly is almost 
incredible in this enlightened age ; especially as it 
would unquestionably fall by.its own weight, if it were 
left to itself. But we have not left it to itself : we are 
now paying in bounty to keep up the prices of Sugar, 
and in establishments and armies, to keep the Slaves in 
subjection, about two minions annually I , And all this, 
we are .distinctly told by the Planters, is not 'sufficient. 
Three millions more, according to their estimates, must 
be given them, to afford even a moderate remuneration, 
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which altogether would make an expense to the coon* 
try of seven pounds annually, for every Slave held in 
bondage. 

Great as this pecuniary sacrifice is, it is not all that 
we are called upon to make ; we are called upon to 
support a system, the effects of which have ever been 
to binder the progress of improvement, and to spread 
barbarism in its stead ; a system, every where marked 
by the destruction of the very soil, and still more by its 
tendency to the destruction of every virtuous and moral 
feeling, no less in the master than in the slave. We 
are called upon to bind down the energies of the conn* 
try, and to exclude that competition which would cer- 
tainly destroy this wretched system. The rapid exten- 
sion of our commerce, since its opening with . South 
America and India, cramped and restricted as it still is, 
is abundantly sufficient to show what that extension 
might have been, under a conduct governed by more 
liberal and enlightened views. We have seen, for in- 
stance, the Cotton Trade, not only giving full employ- 
ment to the population of the districts in England 
where it is now carried on ; but, since the removal of 
some absurd regulations in the last Session of Parlia- 
ment, we have seen with delight some branches of this 
trade extending to Ireland, and presenting the best 
means of improving and-raising her depressed popula- 
tion ! Had we bat employed the means within our own 
power, of diffusing employment, civilization, and com- 
fort over the regions of Asia, Africa, and America, we 
should long since have received in return employment 
and comfort for the suffering and depressed, though 
generous-minded population of Ireland ! and even now, 
if we will but pursue this policy, we shall soon reap an 
abundant reward. 

But, if we are still to make such immense sacrifices 
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for the Colonies, we ought at least to receive in return 
an overflow of wealth and prosperity from them. Bat, 
instead of this, we shall find, that to the general prospe- 
rity of this country there are two grand exceptions — 
the West Indies and Ireland. The Slavery of the West 
Indies, and the condition of a large part of the popula- 
tion of Ireland, form two dark stains on the otherwise 
bright and cheering picture. No true friend to this 
country can be indifferent to the condition of our Irish 
brethren. Now the most cursory observer, in contem- 
plating the state of Ireland, cannot fail to remark the 
immense superiority of the condition of the North as 
compared with the South. The employment afforded by 
the Linen Trade in the North is an obvious cause of this 
superiority, and points out to us a practical remedy for 
the distress of the other parts of that country : and here' 
it is most important to remark, that from the recent 
rapid increase of the Cotton Trade, we see a part of it 
already beginning to flow towards Ireland, so as to 
afford the most cheering hopes of what might be soon 
effected by a liberal and enlightened policy. It might, 
indeed, be incontestably shown, that the very same 
restrictions which mainly serve to maintain the bondage 
of the colonial Slaves, also serve to bind down the ener- 
gies and prevent the prosperity of Ireland ; and that 
the same remedy, namely, the removal of those restric- 
tions, will tend to relieve them both. What is chiefly 
required, in order to produce this happy result, is, that 
the people of England should cease to make the sacri- 
fices, which they are now compelled to make, in the 
shape of bounties and protecting and prohibiting duties, 
and which are the grand means of perpetuating both the 
evils in question; both the Slavery of our Colonies, and 
the misery and degradation of a great part of Ireland. 

The unrestricted commerce of the world, and the 
competition of free labour, would necessarily introduce 
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improved systems into oar West India Colonies ; would 
gradually ameliorate the treatment of the Slaves, and 
finally extinguish Slavery itself. These Colonies, enjoy- 
ing their natural advantages, would not then need to fear 
the competition of any other part of the world. 

The unrestricted commerce of the world would give 
employment to Ireland; her population would then 
exchange idleness and rags for industry and comfort; 
her fine streams, now wasting their powers, would give 
motion to numerous manufactories; her grain and pro- 
visions, now compelled to seek a market in other conn- 
tries, would then find ample demand amongst her own 
improved population. 

We have already observed, that it might at least have 
been expected, that in sacrificing such immense national 
advantages, we should have had some manifest and 
palpable compensation in the enormous wealth and 
unparalleled prosperity of those for whose benefit the 
sacrifice is made. Is men the present system of colo- 
nial cultivation advantageous to the Planters? If it be, 
of what do they complain? Have they not the unre- 
strained use and full control of their Slaves ? Have 
they not the privilege of importing their produce at a 
less duty than other countries ? Have they not bounties 
also on its re-exportation? Yet we hear every day 
that West Indian cultivation is no longer profitable, and 
that, without further sacrifices on the part of the mother 
country, the Planters will be mined. But can the 
Planters suppose that this country is prepared to make 
these further sacrifices? to submit to still heavier bur- 
dens, for do other purpose than to support an unjust 
system, which is at the same time unprofitable, not only 
to the Country, but to themselves ? Instead Of looking 
any longer for such ruinous support, let them employ 
the means of improvement which are amply within, 
their power. Let them examine what it is that enables 
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their competitors to undersell them ; they will soon per- 
ceive, that if the advantages of one system of Slavery, 
as compared even with another system of Slavery, are 
so great and obvious as they will find them to be, the 
comparative advantages of free labour will prove 
infinitely greater I 

We have seen that the cultivation of indigo, by free 
labour, in the East Indies, has almost wholly super- 
seded its cultivation by Slaves in the Western world ; 
and this was the only article which could bear the high 
charges of conveyance to Europe daring the monopoly 
of the East India Company. If the obstructions to our 
commerce with India were removed, similar success 
would, doubtless, attend the culture of Sugar and Cotton, 
so as to compel the adoption of free labour in the West 
Indies. It is useless, however, to pursue a subject 
which has been so completely established, that all con- 
troversy upon it must now be for ever at rest; and, 
referring the reader to Hodgson's Letter -to Say, we 
shall only just state, that, amongst the many proofs of 
the advantages of free labour, the experiment of gra- 
dually raising Slaves to the rank of free men was most 
successfully tried, in the British West Indies, by Joshua 
Steele! By the substitution of hope of reward for force 
and fear; by treating his Slaves as human beings, this 
benevolent individual stopped the gradual decrease in 
their numbers; and, after following this system for the 
short period of only four years and three months, be 
tripled the annual net produce of his estate. 

Amongst all the obvious disadvantages of slave 
labour, there is none more striking, than its tendency to 
deteriorate the soil. To those who are at all acquainted 
with the slave cultivation, either of the United States or 
of the West Indies, the fact is so well known, and so 
universally admitted, as to make any proofs unnecessary. 
Wherever Slaves are used, the master thinks compara- 
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tively little of sparing them, bat has recourse to their 
sinews for every thing. Cattle are, therefore, far less 
employed than they ought to be, and hence Slave conn- 
tries are behind all others in agricultural improvements. 
Our own soils would wear out, if constantly cultivated, 
even with wheat, with barley, or with oats. But, hap- 
pily, the people of England are not Slaves ! they eat ■ 
beef and mutton, they wear woollen cloth and leather 
shoes. A demand for these articles promotes the intro- 
duction of cattle, and of green crops, which manure the 
soil, and preserve its fertility. 

If the change from Slavery to freedom was attended 
both with danger and with loss, who would even then 
be found to advocate the continuance of Slavery? But 
when its policy has been so fully proved, let ns hope 
that the enlightened part of the West Indians themselves 
will unite with us to extirpate this evil. And when it is 
considered, that the sacrifices that are now making to 
perpetuate Slavery would be more than sufficient to 
purchase the entire redemption of all the Slaves, at the 
earliest period they could be prepared for freedom, 
who can entertain any doubt, that) if the subject was 
properly investigated, and the interests and claims of 
the Planters, and those of their oppressed Slaves, fairly 
taken into consideration, a plan might be devised and 
adopted which would prove greatly beneficial alike to 
Planters, to the Slaves, and to the country at large? 

Do not these things call for investigation? Can any 
individual, who feels an interest in the prosperity of his 
country, or in the happiness of his fellow-creatures, 
refuse to examine whether they are true? And, if con- 
vinced of their truth, shall we be guiltless if we hold our 
peace, or relax oar efforts until the whole mass of this 
iniquitous system, with all its ruinous effects, is onder- 
stoodand felt. by the country? 
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THE FOLLOWING REMARKS ON THE PROBABLE EXTEN- 
SION OP OUR COMMERCE WILL FURTHER ILLUSTRATE 
THE IMPOLICY OF SLAVERY. 

No one who will take the pains to examine the sub- 
ject can entertain any doubt, that the earth is capable 
of producing a sufficiency for all its inhabitants ; and 
that, by the aid of machinery, comforts and luxuries 
may be manufactured to an extent far beyond what 
any country now enjoys. There can, therefore, be no 
imaginable limit to the further extension of commerce, 
but that of the power of the earth to produce, or of man 
to manufacture, the comforts and luxuries of life to the 
full extent of the desire to enjoy them. The object of 
commerce being to make those exchanges of the pro- 
ducts of manufacturing or agricultural industry which 
difference of climate, soil, or other circumstances 
Tenders advantageous, such exchange will be most 
extensive and beneficial between countries where those 
are most varied. 

Sugar and Cotton being the great productions of warm 
climates, must consequently be the great objects of the 
foreign commerce of Great Britain, and to them these 
remarks will chiefly apply. 

The people of this country or Ireland have no dis- 
inclination to consume Sugar, if they can obtain it ; it is 
estimated, that many individuals do consume 801b. per 
annum, being about five times.as much as our average 
consumption for each individual in the British Empire. 
If the duties on Sugar were reduced as the consumption 
increases, the revenue would sustain no loss. If the 
consumption was four times as great, th& rate of duty 
might be reduced to one-fourth; and then, with a free 
trade, we might have brown Sugar at 3d. per lb. 

No objection anywhere exists on the part of the 
people to the use of British manufactures, which are, 
with little exception, cheaper than those of any other 
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country; and it is shown, in the Report of the Liverpool 
East India Association, that if the duty on Sugar was 
removed, a native of India would be able to procure rive 
pieces of British calico in return for the Sugar which his 
labour, if. applied to its cultivation, would produce, in 
the time which would be occupied in manufacturing one 
piece of such calico in India ; but the high duty on the 
Sugar to be received in payment prevents the sale of 
the British goods as effectually as a duty laid on their 
export. The population of England, and especially that 
of the cotton districts, is now generally well employed. 
And, Great Britain having about double the population 
of Ireland, it is fair to calculate, that one-half more 
added to our present foreign commerce, would be more 
than sufficient to relieve that portion of Ireland which 
is now in distress from want of employment. 

The probability of obtaining such increase may be 
judged by the following facts: 

I. — The consumption of Cotton in Great Britain is about 
160,000,000 of pounds annually. 

II. — If one-half that quantity is consumed at home, it will be 
4lb. for every individual, and no one who has seen much of the 
poor in England, and more especially of Ireland, will contend 
that even all our population are sufficiently clothed. 

III. — If the population of our Eastern Dominions took from us 
half a pound weight each of cotton goods, being only one-eighth 
part of the rate of consumption in Great Britain, it would be 
enough to give ample employment to Ireland. 

IV.— The Slaves in our West India Islands, by being made 
free, would not only raise more produce, but also consume much 
"more of our manufactures. Thus would Great Britain find within 
her own .dominions abundant scope for the extension of her com- 
merce, and share with the rest of the world the vast field which 
would be opened beyond them. 

V.— If the population of the whole world is estimated at 
900,000,000, and if their habits were improved so as to enable 
them to consume as much as the population of the British Domi- 
nions, rt would probably amount to about eight or ten times the 
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extent of the present cotton manufacture* of Ike whole world; 
leading an ample field tot reward the exertions of other countries 
which might adopt the aajne enlightened policy. But though, 
with respect to Africa, it may truly be said, that the crimes and 
devastations of ages cannot be repaired at once ; and ages may 
still elapse before she is restored to the state in which European 
commerce found her; and though this may be true, it is no argu. 
meat against making a commencement 

In conclusion, we may say — that among all the absurd 
and impolitic restrictions which still fetter our commerce, 
the greatest obstruction of all to its extension is to be 
found in the effects of the devastation made to procure 
Staves on the coast of Africa, and the sacrifices we are 
now making to support the system of Slave cultivation 
in the West Indies. 



To the EDITOR of the LIVERPOOL COURIER. 

Sir, 
In the Mercury of last Friday there is_ a long- tirade 
against West India Slavery, well mixed up with East 
India Sugar. I am told, that Mr. Cropper is the author 
of it, and I am inclined to believe that be is, from the 
mistatemeots and exaggerations with which it abounds, 
and for which his previous publications on these subjects 
are notorious. Addressing myself to both publications, 
and recollecting that he is the most considerable importer 
of East India Sugar into this port, I was amused by the 
sly, yet earnest manner in which, with the aid' of his 
. map, the interests of the East India Sugar-growers are 
put forward, and by bis endeavours to persuade our 
manufacturers, that it is their interest and duty to prefer 
it to the produce of the West; whilst be leniently lets 
off, and not without comparatively indirect praise, bis 
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slave owning connexions in the United States, who con- 
sign their cotton; the produce of the labour of Slaves, to 
bis house in Liverpool for sale. 

It is not my intention to advocate Slavery in the ab- 
stract, or to enter into a discussion of the causes that 
maintain it in so many quarters of both the civilized and 
comparatively barbarous world. It is enough to know, 
that Slavery has prevailed, without interruption, from 
the earliest ages. And, if Mr. Cropper will inform me, 
why the Almighty has, in his wisdom and goodness, for 
so long a period, permitted three-fourths, or more, of 
mankind to remain strangers to the truths of Christianity, 
a knowledge and belief of which, we are taught, are 
necessary to salvation; if he will tell me, why God, in 
his providence, has planted, in the breasts of men, those 
powerful, bat baneful, passions, which impel them, in 
even the best states of society, to calumniate and to 
prey upon each other, and from which no sect, not 
even the Quakers, are exempt; if he will explain why 
there should be, in all ages, master and servant, bond 
and free ; if he will tell me, why tyrants should have 
been permitted to sport with the feelings and lives of 
their fellow-creatures; if he will, I -say, explain these 
phenomena, and assign causes, comprehensible by a 
plain understanding, why such things are or should be, 
I will then undertake to inquire, with him, why Slavery 
has existed for so many thousand years, and why it 
is likely to continue for many years to come, notwith- 
standing all the efforts of his intemperate and injudicious 
zeal to extinguish it. But I am, nevertheless, ready to 
join with Mr. Cropper, not in unjust and indiscriminate 
abuse of those who, under the guarantee and safeguard 
of the laws of the laud, have vested their property in 
the labour of Slaves ; but to assist in practically endea- 
vouring to improve the condition of the Slaves, where 
improvement u necessary, so as, if possible, to increase 
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the comforts of which their situation may, from time to 
time, admit. When the time arrives, as it probably will; 
that their acquirements become such as will enable them 
to understand the obligations as well' as the advantage* 
of being their own masters, it will then be the proper 
period for considering what steps ought to be taken' for 
effecting that object ; not according to. the predatory and 
levelling views of the precipitate emancipators of the 
present day, but with a due and just regard to the lives, 
the property, and the interests of their masters ; property 
which the laws have guaranteed to them, and lives which 
it is the duty of the Government to protect from violence. 

I cannot doubt, that the waste of life, the destruction 
of property, and other distressing circumstances which 
attended the late revolt in Demerara, with the causes 
—(originating: here) which are ascertained to have led to 
it, 'and the arts by which the unfortunate Slaves were 
deluded, deceived, and misled, have awakened the 
Government to a sense of the extreme danger with 
. which the strong and precipitate measures adopted in 
the last Session of Parliament are pregnant ; measures 
which were, I believe, in a great degree, ferced upon 
them. Nor can I doubt, that a more prudent course will 
be adopted for the future. Indeed, the reinforcement of 
troops now sending out to the garrisons in the West 
Indies may be regarded as the forerunner of a more 
cautious policy. Nor am I without hope, that the reotnt 
events in the above colony will produce similar impres- 
sions on the mind of that well-meaning, but mistaken 
man, Mr. Wilberforce, as well as induce the more intem- 
perate, credulous, designing, or interested individuals 
who have placed themselves in his train to pause. 

My object now is, not to follow up this subject farther, 
but to expose the fallacy of the statements which have 
been made to the public, particularly by Mr. Cropper, 
respecting the importation and future supply of East 
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ItidrA Sugar, in' opposition to that from the West Indies. 
Inaddition to the stigma which Mr. Cropper has endea- 
voured to fix on the latter, by connecting Hs production 
Witt Sliim-y, he has uniformly ventured to state, that 
Sugar, Of equal quality, at lower prices, as well as in 
sufficient quantity, may be procured from our posses- 
sions in the East Indies. It is the foundation of these 
-Statements that I mean to examine and eXpose. 
■ In Bengal^ two descriptions of Sugar are made ; one 
shch as We are accustomed to see imported and con- 
sumed here ; the other is a low dark-coloured sort of 
dab, without grain, and full of molasses, called Khaor, 
Which is seldom, if ever, exported to Europe. Of what 
is called middling and dry brown, with strong grain, 
such as is in general use m this country, both by the 
refiner and in the Muscovado state, they have none in 
Bengal. The cost of such India Sugar as we consume 
has, since the trade was opened, been from 8 to 11 rupees ' 
;per mannd, the Khaur 4 to 6 rupees ; and, until within 
me last two years, the exchange ruled from 2b. 6d. to 
2s. 9d. Taking the average price at 9 rupees, and die 
exchange at 2s. 7d., the cost was about 33s. per cwt., 
-on board, at Calcutta: at the present exchange of 
2s. Id., it is about 27s. Khaur will not sell at any price 
"here, and, therefore, requires no consideration. For the 
sake of argument, I will concede the question of duty, ■ 
and suppose Bengal Sugar to be admitted at the same 
rate with West India, namely, 97s., end I will take the 
average cost, at the present low exchange, at 27a. more: 
I will add 8s. for freight, and 2s. for insurance and 
charges of sale; which brings the whole cost to the 
importer to B4s. per cwt., or within a fraction of 7d. per 
pound. To allow him a moderate profit, and remunerate 
the retailer, it could not be sold under 8d. to the con- 
sumer, and this for a soft, weak quality of Sugar ; Sugar 
which our refiners cannot be induced to use, and which 
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cap only be disposed of by being chiefly mixed with 
West India, in order to conceal its softness aud dis- 
agreeable flavour; I have taken the freight at 81., 
because I believe it to be as low, if not lower, than 
ships could be chartered to bring it as cargo. It is true, 
that it has occasionally been brought as low as 4a. or 
5s.; bat then it was only as ballast; and what has 
come has, in consequence, been chiefly on account of 
the ship-owner, and resorted to by him from the want 
of better freight. But, if the trade were capable of 
being extended, the rate is more likely to be above than 
under 81. 

The manufacture of Sugar is still limited in India, 
notwithstanding the high prices paid for it, No doubt 
ample means exist in Bengal for carrying it to any ex- 
tent; bat, to call them into action, it must also be 
granted, as experience has shown, /not present prices, 
high as they are, are inadequate to do so ,- amdiaereased 
inducement must, therefore, be held out to effect it. Yet 
Mr. Cropper sneaks of supplying us from India, with 
good Sugar, more in quantity even than the whole of 
our consumption, at 3d. per pound, including one-fourth 
part of the present West India duty, or 6s. pd. per cwt. \. 
whereas the small quantity we now receive from thence, 
.being about one-twentieth part of our consumption, 
cannot be afforded to the consumer, vstih the lowest 
pence freight and charges, and without the payment of 
.any duty, under 3d. per pound. Away, then, with sach 
delusion! But let Mr. Cropper either reconcile, if he 
can, these discrepances, or, in fairness and candour,, 
admit <tt4t he is in error. 

But let us suppose, that, in place of receiving one- 
jtHentuMfc part, .we required only one-fourth part (much 
less the whole) of our supply from India. In that case, 
I JNaM ask, what efijpct such an increase in the demand 
-would produce at Calcutta? Would it not be found, if 
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all mercantile experience of the effect of demand on 
supply is not to be abandoned, and the wildest theories 
substituted in its place, that an immediate and consider- 
able advance would take place in the price of a most 
.inadequate stock? and would not a farther permanent 
improvement in price be required, in order, to induce 
increased cultivation? If this conclusion is correct, 
■what becomes of Mr. Cropper's dreams about supply- 
ing us with cheap Sugars from India? And what should 
we say of a Government who, with such facte before 
them, would hesitate to continue to protect that great 
and certain source of supply of unadulterated Sugar 
which oar West India Colonies now afford, or venture 
to depend on one, not only, in point of fact, more ex- 
pensive, but which is placed under a Government 
founded on opinion, therefore of uncertain duration ; 
exposed and remote in situation ; on which no certain 
dependence could be placed for the supply, at almost 
any price, particularly in time of war, of an article which 
is become next to a necessary of life in this country; 
which is one of our principal sources of revenue, and 
of which the freight alone has been known to exceed 
the cost of good Sugar in the West Indies? I did hope, 
that more reflection would have satisfied Mr, Cropper, 
that his theories were neither politic nor practicable. 
Since, however, this has not been the case, it is the 
more necessary, by a plain statement of facts, to guard 
the public against such delasions as he has put forth, 
although I have now hardly a hope of making much 
, impression upon him, and still less of dispelling the 
visions of so confident and dashing a speculator as this 
great reformer has become. 

It is in vain for Mr. Cropper to speak of increasing 
our exports by bringing Sugar from the East instead of 
the West. At present, all the Sugar we consume of the 
produce of oar Colonies is either paid for by manufae- 
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tares exported to them, or consumed by the owners of 
West India estates residing- in this country . If yon 
Were to take less from the West and more from (he 
East, yon only, to that extent, change the destination 
of yoor exports ; but the quantity remains the same ; 
and if your consumption of Sugar increases without 
reduction in price, so would yonr exports, in that case, 
find a farther vent in the West, as, I doubt not, they 
also would in the East, were it wise, as I contend it 
would not be, to adopt Mr. Cropper's partialities. But, 
in either case, the situation of the manufacturer would 
not be altered. We should also recollect, that India 
has many other branches of cultivation and export that 
are highly beneficial, (much more so than Sugar,) and 
for which the climate of Bengal is well adapted. These 
are too well known to require enumeration here ; whilst 
our West India Colonies are almost entirely dependant 
on Sugar for their support, and which they, fortunately, 
furnish of a very superior quality to what could be pro- 
cured from the East. 

. There is another point on which great stress is laid 
by, the Mercury's correspondent, and which I am the 
more desirous to notice, as I consider it to be a piece 
of gross, if not wilful, misrepresentation. A compa- 
rison is drawn between the cost and produce of slave 
labour in the foreign colonies or possessions in South 
America and the West Indies, and the British Colonies 
there. It is taken for granted, that the cost of labour is 
less and, its produce more in the foreign than in the 
British Colonies, which is most unfeelingly, as, thank 
God ! I believe it to be unjustly, attributed to kinder 
and more indulgent treatment in the one than in the 
other. Now, is it not a notorious fact, that the Slave 
Trade is still carried on, to a great extent, and accom- 
panied by the most cruel and aggravated circumstances, 
by the Spaniards, the French, and Portuguese of Brazil? 
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Is it not also notorious, that toe Slaves so imported are 
sold at very low prices ; and that it is bj the continu- 
ance of this trade alone that the planters of Cuba, of 
Brazil, and of the French Colonies are enabled to follow 
their present systems, whilst, even with this manifest 
advantage, their cultivation languishes, and is, on all 
hands, admitted to be far from profitable, owing to the 
quantity of produce made exceeding the demand for or 
consumption of it; a result found to exist in all cases of 
supply beyond demand, notwithstanding the theories of 
Mr. Cropper and his friends conpected with onr cur- 
rency; theories now, I believe, pretty well exploded? 

These is another point to notice, and it is one pf fact 
Mr. Cropper boldly states, that were the Negroes tree, 
they would be both more willing and better labourers 
than they are in their present situation. Every person 
who has been in the West Indies with whom I have 
conversed on this subject, assures me that the fact is 
quite the contrary; and that, in general, the manumitted 
Negroes are idle, indolent, slothful, and too often become 
profligate, though they possessed good characters whilst 
they remained Slaves. Of the truth of this description, 
Cayenne afforded a striking instance, when the Slaves 
there were emancipated in the days of Victor Hughes 
and the French Revolution. Mr. Cropper has not, I 
believe, ever been in the West Indies or in America- 
Let him visit both, and inform himself, by observation 
on the spot, of the state of the Slaves ; and when he 
returns, if he should still entertain the same opinions on 
the subject of Slavery, I shall be more disposed than I 
am now to give credit to them. He quotes Mr. Steele's 
proceedings in Barbados in evidence of the advantages 
of free negro labour ; but, if be will take the trouble to 
inquire, from any gentleman acquainted with that island* 
he will find, that he has been grossly misled, and 
made the credulous instrument to mislead others; the 
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consequences of Mr. Steele's schemes and experiments 
having, as I am well informed, heen the reverse' of what 
are stated by Mr. Cropper, as they terminated in loss and 
disappointment. Neither can I admit either the fairness 
of the manner or the correctness of his statement of the 
extent of drawback on refined Sugar when exported. 
The dory oil Muscovado Sugar is 30*., descending to 
27s., under a Scale governed by (he average prices : the 
drawback is calculated on the duty of 30*.; so that when 
die price of Sugar falls very low, as at present, there is 
a benefit of 3s. in the drawback. But this is temporary 
and incidental ; whilst whatever benefit may be reaped 
from it, East India Sugar partakes thereof equally with 
the produce of the West. 

It would be well if this restless gentleman would 
occupy himself more with his own concerns, of which, 
judging from appearances, one would suppose both his 
hands and warehouses were pretty full, in place of 
annoying himself and others by meddling with matters 
respecting which he has had no experience or any oppor- 
tunity for personal or competent observation, and by 
advocating measures which, in their tendency, strike at 
the lives and property of, others ; property in which he 
himself has no direct or pecuniary interest at stake. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

MERCATOR. 

P.S. — The Editor of the Mercury has stated, that no 
Whites were killed by the Negroes in the late revolt in 
Demerara. He is mistaken. Two were shot dead on 
one plantation by the Negroes, because they endea- 
voured to defend a lady, whose person the Negroes 
Attempted to violate, when she also was wounded by 
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. them in the attempt Wherever any resistance was 
made, the Whites were insulted, beat and wounded, and 
many so severely, that the limbs of several have since 
been amputated. The confinement of the rest was only 
meant to be temporary : their final fate remained to be 
determined when the Negroes should have got posses- 
sion of the colony. The general conduct of the Negroes, 
wherever they had the superiority, was most ferocious 
and brutal ; and it is painful to add, that the ringleaders 
in the insurrection almost wholly belonged to estates 
which were most distinguished for kind and indulgent. 
treatment. 

M. 
Liverpool, 5th November, 1823. 



To the EDITOR of the LIVERPOOL COURIER. 

Sir, 

I have been informed, in reference to the letter which 
I addressed to you on the 5th instant, that there are 
some gentlemen who question the truth of my opinion, 
namely, that the discussion which took place in Par- 
liament, during the last Session, on the subject of 
Slavery in our West India Colonies, and the measures. 
that were, in consequence, adopted, were, in a great 
degree, forced upon the Government. If so, I beg to 
refer them, for a confirmation of the troth, to Messrs. 
Wilberforce and Buxton. 

I have also been told, that Mercator was too persona} 
towards Mr. Cropper, particularly in the concluding part 
of his letter. No man can disapprove of personality, iu 
public discussion, more than I do ; but, in this case, I 
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cannot persuade myself, that those who made the 
observation can hare read Mr. Cropper's publications : 
when they hare, they will find who threw the first stone. 
When advocates of political measures choose to go so 
far as to tell those West India Planters whose fortunes 
are such as to enable them to live in England, that it is 
a disgrace to them not to reside upon their estates io 
the West Indies, or to take upon them to intrust the 
charge of their people to others, and, in consequence, to 
load them with gross and unmerited abuse, at the same 
time printing and circulating those opinions, thereby 
instigating the Negroes to insurrection, with its conse- 
quences, murder and destruction ; when I hear of those 
who have sent emissaries to almost every manufacturing 
and market town in the kingdom, to stir up the popu- 
lation to meet arid sign petitions to Parliament, taken 
cut and dry in their pockets, of which the object is the 
abolition of Slavery, without regard to the actual con- 
dition of the people, or to that property which the laws 
of the country have guaranteed to its owners ; when I 
read and hear of such things, and much more of a similar 
character, which I will not, at present, enter into, can 
any man be surprised that I should express a wish, that 
those, so occupied, should mind their own concerns? 

I have also been told, that none of the friends or con- 
nexions of Mr. Cropper's house, who send Cotton to 
them for sale, own a single Slave. This brings to my 
recollection the story of the Jew that was applied to 
for a loan of money, and who answered, he had none 
of his own, but he had a friend, an unconscionable 
rogue, from whom he could procure it; but, to do so, 
an excessive interest must be paid. I ask, what is the 
difference between the man who owns the Slaves that 
raise the Cotton, and he that buys it, pays the other 
for it, and sends it to market for sale? Does the buyer 
not place himself in the situation of one who encou- 



Diarazed b y Google 



rages, protects, aM therefore approves of, the conduct 
of the cultivator? Nay, is he not prevented from filling 
the situation of his friend, by blowing that his own is 
' more safe, and less exposed to risk, labour, or apparent 
.responsibility! 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

MERCATOB. 
Liverpool, 15rA December, 1.828. 



To the EDITORS of the LIVERPOOL MERCURY. 

Gentlemen, 

The paper on the " Impolicy of Slavery" has been 
confidently assailed by a charge of exaggeration and 
misrepresentation. It is very easy, as we have seen, to 
male such assertions, but not so easy to prove them. 
The fact is, that the advocates of West Indian Slavery 
are not angry with the paper because it has many 
mistatements, bat because it has none. This being the 
case, it is clear, that silence or personal abuse is the 
only alternative of our antagonists. The latter is the 
coarse which they have 'generally chosen to adopt ; bat 
the abolitionists must not follow the example which has 
, been set to them ; their duty i» to keep steadily to their 
post and to the point: by so doing, they cannot rail of 
opening the eyes of the people of this country to the 
nature of Slavery, and to the sacrifices which, they are 
making for its support, when this crying evil cannot be 
of long continuance. 
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If the giving to Slaves their freedom, before they were: 
fit for it, would do them an injury, (and I have alway* 
considered that it would,) then the rejection of the pro* 
dace of their labour would have the same effect It is, 
therefore, our duty to take the most rational means for 
the relief of the oppressed ; and, if more direct means 
fail, the disuse of the produce of their labour will be 
well deserving of consideration. I am not now inte- 
rested in consignments of slave-cultivated Cotton ; bat 
in. time past I have been, and I do not, therefore, shield 
myself under that circumstance. If the thing in itself is 
wrong, it would, unquestionably, have been of great 
individual importance; and to which, I trust, I shall 
' sever be indifferent It has, however, no reference to 
the great cause, and we must have no pairing off of 
wrong things : two things being wrong do not make one 
right Besides, 700,000 human beings are not to be 
punished for my fault even if this were one; nor are 
the people, for any errors of mine, to tax themselves 
for the support of this falling system. Surely this is not 
the way in which that prodigious waste of human life, 
in Jamaica, is to be passed over; where, in the last 
thirty years, as compared with the increase of Slaves in 
the United Slates, it amounts to 400,000, and is an actual 
decrease of about 90,000. Suoh a state - of Slavery as 
this cannot have existed on an extensive scale for many 
thousand years; for, if general, it would have reduced 
the whole population of the earth to about one-hundredth 
part in half of one thousand years : and yet Mercator 
(whom, from his arguments and his style, I take to be 
John Gladstone, a West India Slave-bolder) says he is 
not an advocate for Slavery in (he abstract- bat he 
appears to be an advocate for it in this, probably the 
worst form in which it ever existed. 

If we axe not' to be driven from out ground by per- 
sonal abuse, neither should we Allow oarselves to be 
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drawn into a theological dispute, or into the solving of 
the question, why ignorance of the truths of Christianity 
should .so long have existed; or, why those to whom 
these truths are known should so long have violated its 
precepts, by holding their fellow-men in Slavery. It is 
enough to know, that, however good men may differ in 
their opinions on some of these points, they all evioce, 
by their conduct, that they believe it is the will of their 
Creator, that man should know his truths and keep his 
commandments. It has ever been their endeavour to 
do all they could to remove ignorance, to lessen crime, 
vice, and misery. On what grounds but these are the 
Scriptures so extensively circulated? and how can it 
happen, that the advocates of Slavery take a part in 
their circulation! . 

In reply to Mereator's farther remarks: — If to the 
price of brawn Brazil Sugar, for some years past,, only 
6s. 9d*. duty were added, it would not then cost more 
than 3d. per lb. — the statement on that subject had no 
particular allusion to East India Sugar, though there 
can be no doubt, that if British skill and capital were 
allowed a free operation on the fertile soils and abundant 
population of India, that Sugar of any quality, and to 
any extent, might be obtained from thence as cheap, or 
cheaper, than from any other part of the world ; but until 
the experiment is tried, it can only rest on reasoning 
by analogy from the facts we know, confirmed by the 
opinions of those best informed. If Mercator was not 
of the same opinion, he would not object to the experi- 
ment being tried. 

It is impossible, that the continued importation of 
Slaves into the Brazils and Cuba can be the cause why 
they undersell the British Planters ; and whilst all the 
West India estimates lately presented to Parliament 
show, that the present price of Sugar pays little or 
nothing, not nearly interest for the cost of land and 
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buildings alone, are we to suppose, that the situation of 
the Planters would be mended by purchasing more 
Slaves to extend still farther such a losing business? 

And with respect to the United States, in the last 
thirty years they appear to have added 854,735 to their 
Slave Population, by natural increase. If they had fol- 
lowed the system of Jamaica, they must have imported 
nearly double that number to have made their population 
what it now is ; and these, at £50 each, would have 
cost fully eighty -four millions. Will Mercator say, that 
it would have been an advantage to the United States 
to have followed the Jamaica system, and to have 
increased their Slave Population by importation? Will 
he say, that it would have been an advantage to them 
to have paid away eighty-four millions for a population 
which they have obtained by good management alone t 
I do not here charge him with wilful misrepresentation ; 
for I place it to the most pardonable, and I believe to 
the true cause — a want of knowledge of the nature of 
the subject about which be has so unceremoniously 
undertaken to correct me. 

The complicated subject of the bounty on the import- 
ation of Sugar (that bidden prop of Slavery) could not 
be explained in the compass of a short letter. In 
" Relief of West Indian Distress" it is clearly proved 
to be fully as much as I have stated. There it will also 
be seen, that I knew that this bounty also raises the 
price of East India Sugar; and further, I may add, that, 
if the abolitionists had no higher motive, some of them 
might have been benefited by joining Mercator in an 
attempt to increase this bounty. 

The case of Steele is only mentioned As one amongst 
great numbers which prove the advantages of free 
labour. This case has been published many years, in Dr. 
Dickson's " Mitigation of Slavery," and more recently 
noticed in " Hodgson's Letter to Say," neither of which 
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have' had any answer, nor will they be shaken by the 
loose statements of Mer color. Even if they were, there 
are proofs enough without them. The alarms of the 
West Indians at the idea of coming into competition 
with free labour are strong presumption of their opinions 
on the snbjeet. 

Metcator is willing to join in practically endeavouring 
to improve the condition of the Slaves where improve- 
meat is necessary, and contemplates the time when their 
acquirements will become such as to enable them to 
understand the obligations, as well as the advantages, 
of being their own masters. In every case where 1 they 
do not already understand these, it cannot be denied 
that improvements are necessary. He is willing to join 
in these improvements; and yet he tells ns, that the ring- 
leaders of the Deraerara insurrection were from (he 
estates where they were best treated. If the Planters 
believed, as I do, Chat the emancipation of their Slaves 
would be a benefit to themselves, then they would adopt 
it; but, so long as they think it would be a loss, can we 
suppose them likely to be the sincere advocates of an 
improvement which is to fit the Slaves for emancipa- 
tion? I agree with the writer in the Cambrian, that such 
improvements will continue to be opposed by the 
Planters, so long as they consider that emancipation 
would occasion a loss, and whilst there is no previously 
settled plan for their remuneration. Such plan of eman- 
cipation and remuneration seems equally necessary for 
the Slave as for the master ; for that instruction which 
will make the Slaves acquainted with their obligations 
and their duties, must also make them acquainted with 
their rights; and how is it possible they can be satis- 
fied, if no certainty is held out for their obtaining those 
rights? 

To purchase the freedom of the Slaves would be an 
act of such tremendous responsibility as few Govern*- 
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ments would be disposed to incur, until the nature of 
the case was understood by the people at large; bat, if 
they become convinced that they are now throwing 
away, in an unavailing attempt to support a falling 
system, more than sufficient to purchase the redemption 
of all the Slaves, there can be no difficulty ; and, with a 
view to some such amicable arrangement, I was sorry 
to see T. F.* who allows it to be a bad institution, be- 
come its advocate. It must, indeed, have a pernicious 
effect on the minds of those engaged in it, when it can 
induce a man, so respectable in the other relations m life, 
to pervert the Scriptures to its support. If Christians 
are bound to do to others as they wish others to do to 
them, then Christianity does not " steer clear" of Slavery, 
but clears Slavery away; and the text which he quotes 
will be in strict accordance with this, if he will consider, 
that the non-resisting doctrine of Christianity relieves 
the oppressed, not by encouraging them to resistance, 
but by its operation on the hearts of the oppressors. 

I have endeavoured to meet the objections of the 
West Indians, by turning the attention of the country to 
its own concerns; to the share it has had in the support 
of Slavery, when they so strenuously objected to an 
interference with theirs, I will once more meet then- 
objections to my want of knowledge, from not having 
been in the West Indies. Their laws we can under- 
stand as well here as there. I will just give a sketch 
of one of them, especially as it may throw some light 
on the yet mysterious business of the Demerara insur- 
rection, where there has been so great a loss of Negro 
life, and so little of the Whites. 

1 In most, if not all the Colonies, " when a Slave is 
condemned to death by the civil magistrate, he is, pre- 
viously to his execution, appraised, and the value (not 

* See Appbhdis A. 
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exceeding a limited sum) is allowed and paid to his 
owner out of the public treasury of the island." To this 
there is one exception, which is accompanied with a 
most gross violation of the plainest principles of justice 
and mercy. In cases of offences, where their masters 
fail " of providing what is necessary for their Negroes 
or other Slaves," " and that necessity may have com- 
pelled him to commit the offence," the unfortunate 
Negro i», nevertheless, to die; but nothing is, in this 
case, to be paid to the master or owner. .Though my 
letter is already longer than I had intended, yet I must 
give an extract from an Act of the Bahama Islands ; 
for here it seems to be meant, that the Slave shall be 
executed first, and the necessity that led to bis crime be 
inquired into afterwards. 

EXTRACT FROM AN ACT OF TBS BAHAMA ISLANDS OP 1784. 

" And be it also enacted, that when any Slave shall suffer 
,death, two justices and three freeholders or housekeepers shall 
forthwith inquire what treatment such Slave had received from his 
or her owner; and if it shall appear to them, or the major part 
of them, that the owner of such Slave had inhumanly used him or 
her, and that necessity or cruel usage might have compelled not 
Stave to run away, or to the commission of the offence for which 
he or the shall have suffered, the owner shall not be entitled to, 
or receive any allowance for such Slave." 

So far as I know, these' laws are still in operation : 
1 and may I not now ask, where is the individual, who has 
.the feelings of an Englishman, who would not rejoice at 
being abused by the advocates of such a system ? or, 
who would not be "restless" until it was fully under- 
stood and felt by the country? And, though I believe 
that the knowledge, that it would ill become me. to use 
irritating language, whatever may be the provocation to 
it, lays me more open to abuse, yet I trust this will not 
induce me to swerve from my duty. 

JAMES CROPPER. 
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To the EDITOR of the LIYERPOOL COURIER. 
Sir, 

'I was not sorry to see, in yesterday's Mercury, a letter 
from Mr. 'Cropper, in which he acknowledges himself 
to be, as I had suspected, the author of the article on 
Negro Slavery and Sugar which appeared in that paper 
of the 31st ult. This enables me to treat both in con- 
nexion 1 with his other publications; and I shall now 
proceed to examine the defence he has put in, to the 
charges I urged against him, before the tribunal of 
public opinion, as well as some of the new matter he 
has brought forward, and which, in point of fact, occu- 
pies the greater part of his letter. 

- Mr. Cropper denies that he has been guilty of either 
mistatement or exaggeration, and retaliates by calum- 
niating his neighbours, whom be also charges with being 
" angry," because, he says, he has not been guilty of 
either. It shall be my duty to show how far he is cor- 
rect, or the contrary, in this denial, as well as in his 
-profession of benevolent Christian feeling, under which 
he -dictates so gross and, I add, so unfounded a libel. 

First, then, as to Sugar. He seems now to have for- 
gotten all he had previously written on the subject of 
■supplying' us with good and cheap East India Sugar. 
In his letter to Mr. Wilberforce, dated the 9th of March, 
1821, he says, " there can be no doubt of our ob tainin g 
-from the East an immense quantity of Sugar, on very 
moderate terms ;" which, " at the then reduced rate of 
exchange, would, probably, not cost more than 16s. 6a*. 
•per cwt. on board." Now, before I go farther, I must 
remark, that I cannot avoid suspecting that Mr. Cropper 
must, at the -time, have been aware how unfounded this 
Assertion was. He bad only to refer for evidence to his 
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own invoices of shipments made to him from Calcutta, 
about the time he was writing, with the rate of exchange 
at which his agents would have draws, or did draw, 
bills for the amount. If be will now refer to them, 
and state the facts, I do not hesitate to say, that the 
prices will be found not less than forty and from that to 
seventy per cent, above his quotations to Mr. Wilber- 
force. If such would bo the result of the reference, 
and if such a representation is not " exaggeration and 
mistateraerit," to call it nothing worse, I know not toe 
meaning of the words, 

Mr. Cropper, jn his letter published yesterday, tells 
us, that his statement relating to the supply; of Sugar, at 
threepence per pound, " had no particular allusion to 
East India Sugar ; but that if British skill aad capital 
were allowed free operation in India, there toutd 00 no 
doubt but Sugar, of 003/ quality, and in any quantity, 
could he procured from thence, as cheap or cheaper 
than from, any other part of the world." In qonseanenoe 
. of this statement, I felt desirous to ascertain en what 
authority he made this communication. For this pro- 
pose, I have looked over his previous publications^ 
What I find there is enough te stultify credulity itself. 
He writes to Sir, Wilberforce, that be had beea toH by 
a person (resectable,, ■/ course,) who bad lived for 
twenty years in the sugar district of Benares, the*, io 
this man's opinion, if suitable* wcouragemmt mere given* 
in ten years India would produce more Sugar than 
'Europe would consume. On the some authority he 
tells us, that this person, who employs many peoplo, 
never board of a slave; and, therefore, Sfr. Cropper 
concluded that there were none, or next to none, in 
Bengal, But who this man is we are not even told, 
and, for aught we know, he may be the man in the 
moon, of whom children bear so frequently. But, with 
tijis authority for gwntity t Mr. Creppejf toUfi it for 
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gr anted, that fit* Sugar mtfst necessarily be cheap; and 
therefore, " to pat it beyond all doubt," be adopts the 
idea for Act, and reasons upon It accordingly. For my 
part, I cannot consent tag© qoite so fat, on such proundi ; 
bat, if Mr. Cropper to disposed to visit India, and make 
tae experiment, (of which, I am inclined to took, be 
weald bare the sole merit, without riek of eowpetition,) 
be will find, that British skill and capital have been 
introduced and c aapis y ed, to a great extent, in- the 
HBMO&otaPB of indigo and other article* hi Bengal, and 
that then is nothing; to prevent the same being: don* 
with regard to Sugar, but th» watt ef fcobeeawaf. He 
may aba Warn, that an attempt was made there, with 
British skill and capital, mbmt, I thinh, tbe year lTSS" 
to establish! sngar-werkey on the Weal India system, 
whan, aa I am informedy it nailed, and whs abondooed, 
fiawb *s**r£on* aa these of Mr. Cropper's are really too 
belief on* fei nsrieua consideration. But what are w* 
to think of bis evidence to favour of cheap Sngar, tbo 
nmtt* ef free labour, when be at eneo abandons the cat* 
fawathm of hndJa, and has recourse to the Sngnr of 
Branill Sngavaot only made by Slaves, bat in a coantry 
wheat the Stave Trade is still eontuufed ins its worst 
ehaaaetetl Wilts* bo teBs na, that, in proposing to 
mpptt as with; good Sugar, at thr ee psa ac per paand, 
he has no partiennw aflmrien to India, and amies the 
price of Bnaat brown Sugar hi sopport ef a, I ask, 
daaa ho mean- to advocate Bvani* eulti<Tation ? Is it 
wish mteh predmee that be proposes to supply us at this 
price? Anw does be mean, that it shovid be admitted 
hose on the same tern® of daty as the prodaoe of 
either oar Colonies or Foreign Possessions? If so, Sws 
sabterhnge cannot avail him - r but, hi that ease, let aim 
apeak out and declare his opinion, and I anaJIknew 
haw to deal with it U it is net, why introduce BranS 
Sag* at all into the discussion? Asm? why say be had 
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no allusion to the Sugar of India, until be bad gone 
too far for bis object, and when, in point of fact, he had 
made allusion to no other ? But I cannot allow him so 
■ to shelter himself. Is not the whole drill of bis argu- 
ment, in all his publications, to show, that what he calls 
free labour in India, as opposed to slave labour in the 
West Indies, is capable of producing Sugar, and sap- 
plying us with it at a much cheaper rate t 

But, then, Mr. Cropper turns round, with his theories 
at his heels, and says — Since you think we cannot sup- 
ply you with good and cheap Sugar from Bengal, why 
not let us make the experiment by equalizing the duties? 
To .this I answer, No : we cannot consent to exchange 
the substance for the shadow. It is enough to know', 
from past experience, that Bengal is so situated and 
circumstanced, that no dependence can be placed on 
receiving considerable supplies^ of good Sugars from 
thence; whilst, from the same experience, we know 
that we can depend on having more than we require of 
such produce from our West India Colonies. We also 
know, that those Colonies possess acknowledged and 
long-standing claims of reciprocal interest, guaranteed 
to them before Sugar from India was thought of; claims 
which ought not and must not be trifled with, for the 
purpose of making delusive experiments, founded on 
false theories, and only susceptible, at the best, of the 
most precarious results. We know farther, that this 
country now possess a great source of revenue, arising 
from the "certain supply of an article become, what may 
be termed, a necessary of life ; and that we owe it to 
ourselves to keep the good we have in possession, and 
not expose it to hazard. 

So much for Sugar. Mr. Cropper tells us, that he is 
not now interested in receiving consignments of slave- 
cultivated Cotton. It would have been well if he had 
also told as when be ceased to be so interested. It' 
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would be rather a curious coincidence, were we to find,' 
that this cessation was coeval with bis becoming a 
public writer against Slayer; : and, in that- case, is 
it not rather remarkable, that he should not have 
been induced to turn author until his slave Cotton 
agency had ceased? Might I also inquire, how it 
happens, that he has left- his near relatives and late 
partners — so largely occupied in this" way, and who, I 
presume, are also members, of his society for abolishing 
Slavery — exposed to all the obloquy that must follow 
what he' now considers so sinful a pursuit? Bat, 
leaving such matters as food for his reflection, I cannot 
quite reconcile, with the same ease as he does, the gene- 
ral and unqualified abuse he pours out against Slavery 
and Slave-owners, employing the terms, " wicked," 
"worthless," " atrocious, 11 " unjust," and whatnot, in. 
all their stages, accompanied with the admission of "his 
having always considered, that to give Slaves their free- 
dom before they were fit for it, would be to do them an 
injury.*' If Slavery is in itself so wicked and unjust in 
principle, it must be so at all times, whatever the state 
of the Slave may be. I am, however, satisfied to have 
him thus far with me, even on his own terms, though I 
must. grant, that his object, in making the unexpected 
admission, seems like an attempt to qualify his past 
conduct as an agent for the sale of the produce of slave 
labour, and is, therefore, a little suspicious. 

In one of his publications, Mr. Cropper has told us, 
that the cultivation of Sugar is highly profitable in the 
United States, whilst it is so much otherwise in the 
British Colonies. Let us examine a little into this fact, 
and into the policy of that country. The United States 
make bnt a moderate proportion of the Sugar they 
consume ; the greater part of their supply is of foreign 
production, which pays a heavy duty, I think Musco- 
vados about 15s. per cwt. on importation. Here, then. 
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is at mice a bounty to that extent in ravonr of the Sugar 
made by the labour of Slaves in America, with which 
the consumers are taxed for the benefit of the growers ; 
whilst Mr. Cropper is very angry with our Government 
for allowing the drawback on refined Sugar of the whole 
doty that may be chargeable here, which, when the 
prices ate very low, aa at present, gives oor Planters 
and East India importers, including friend Cropper and 
Co., a bono* of 8*. per cwt. Sorely Mr. Cropper will 
admit the American Government to be wise and fibers!; 
and yet their policy is to carry the principle of protec- 
tion to the traits of slave labour, and encouragement in 
favour of their own cultivators, to five times the extent 
wedo, Can we, then.be surprised, that Snpur plantiag- 
shonki thrive so well in the United States, whilst it is less) 
prosperous in our Colonies and Indian Possession* f 

Mr. Cropper ha* dwelt long and said mack aa tto 
nature mad comparative merits of free and slave labour j 
on the great natural iacreaas of the Stave Population, 
in the United States ; and on the comparative waste of 
lata in our Colonies. I am not disposes) to adust the 
correctness of either his statements or has reasonings; 
no* do I mean to shelter myself under its* charge of 
ignorance of the subject, which he brings against me j 
hot I do mean to expose has " eaaggtra ti m r and 
mitUiemnW on these subjects, as well an an the still 
more important one, the treatment and condition of an* 
Slaves In out Cotenfea; bat, aa these and other mutters 
brought forward by Mr. Cropper Will, necessarily, least 
to some detail, I shall reserve tbem for another letter, 
without now intruding farther on the patience of your 
readers. 

Mr. Cropper assumes, that it mast be Mr. Glads to n e 
who addresses you under the signature of Jbferwaforv 
He says, that he thinks so from the similarity of argu- 
ment and style. I confess I am rather nuriuwi to learn 
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Where specimens are to be fonnd, as I am not aware 
that Mr. Gladstone had, like Mr. Cropper, appeared as 
an avowed author before the public, fie that as it may, 
if Hr. Cropper is desirous to ascertain the fact, and 
chutes to apply to Mr. Gladstone, it is probable the 
latter may satisfy him ; but, at present, it is necessary 
tint I should call on Hr. Cropper to explain what be 
tneans by stating, that, " whilst I profess not to advo- 
cate Slavery in the abstract, I appear to do so in, pro- 
bably, the worst ferm ha which it ever existed." I 
cal} far his evidence at support of so unfounded an 



If I have used any expressions towards Mr. Cropper, 
either now or before, which circumstances do not justify, 
and which can be fiiidy construed into '' personal abase," 
en be terms it, let them be pointed out, and their misap*- 
plicntion shown, when I sbaH be ready to retract them. 
Bat I deny that ho has any just grauud tor complaint, 
or thai bom mm been said than ciromnstances authorise. 
He has mat himself forward as a public man; he has 
•chosen to attack, without provocation* the legal aad 
guaranteed rights and properties of private individuals, 
cm whom he has ventured, most slanderously, to heap 
uomerited etuiqoy ; and he has, therefore, hud himself 
open to aH the couaeqaewccs of such conduct. 

I am, Su, 

Tour most obedient Servant, 

MfiftCATOR. 

Uoerpool, 23d Novmbtr, 1833. 
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To the EDITORS of the LIVERPOOL MERCURY. 

Gentlemen, 

There is nothing in Mercalor's second letter, of itself, 
deserving of any reply. I might safely leave. him to 
create, and then to attack, with all his might, theipban- i 
toms of his own mind; but controversy, by giving. an 
interest to the subject, affords a means of informing the 
public mind which ought not to be neglected. . If, in 
the exposure of the evils of the system of Slavery, I 
have appeared to make an indiscriminate attack on those 
connected with it, it was not my intention to do so ; for 
J am aware there are many good men' unfortunately 
placed in that situation. - The blame and the reproach 
of the . system attach, but in different, degrees, to 
almost every class and every member of the community. 
.There were many who imagined Slavery was abolished 
with the Slave Trade ; and a still more numerous class, 
(amongst which I must place myself,) who imagined this 
state had been greatly improved, and had no idea of the 
extent of its present enormities, until the investigations 
which have lately taken place : but we are all blamed, 
and justly so, for the sanction given by the English law. 
Amongst, the West Indian Slaveholders there may be 
some who, having only recently come into possession, 
are no more blameable than the rest of the community ; 
but, as a body, the case is different; for, knowing 
the tremendous powers and responsibilities of their 
situation, what have they done for its melioration? 
Still less can they be exonerated, if they do not now 
evince more anxiety <to raise these poor dependants to 
the rank of human beings. None of them can say that 
it is not a bad and impolitic system ; and why do they 
not propose plans for its extinction, at the earliest pos- 
sible period? 
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Into the paper on the Impolicy of Slavery I bad ori- 
ginally introduced a paragraph on the Leeward Island 
Amelioration Law; bat, from some supposed inaccu- 
racy, I was induced to suppress it until I bad obtained 
farther information; and I am glad that I did so, for,- 
having since satisfied myself of the correctness of my 
impression^, it now gives me the opportunity of going 
more at length into this part of the subject This is 
the more important, because the law alluded to is one 
of those made in consequence of the agitation of the 
Slave Trade question, and may be taken as a proof Df 
what we are to expect from the Legislatures of our 
Colonies. 

By this law, which was passed in 1798, and professes 
to be a measure " calculated to obviate the causes- 
which hitherto may have impeded the natural . increase; 
of Negroes," it is enacted, that there shall be weekly 
provided for every Slave, nine pints of corn (about seven 
or eight pound,) or beans; or eight pints of peas, or 
wheat, or rye floor, '(about five pound ;) or Indian com 
meal, 'or nine pints of oatmeal (about five pound ;) or 
seven pints of rice, or eight pounds of biscnit, or twenty, 
pounds of yams or potatoes,- and also one pound and a 
quarter of herrings (being about three and a half;) to, 
be distributed in sneh proportions as the owner, may' 
think proper. There are other articles enumerated, 
out of which the master has* the choice of supplying his 
Slave;, but I have selected these as "best known here, 
and best admitting of comparison. . 

Where one-tenth part of an acre of land is allotted, 
and master's time allowed for cultivation, this allow- 
ance ^provisions may be lessened one-half, or anj 
greater proportion, according to its produce. Every 
Slave, capable of working the same, is allowed forty 
feet square of good land, near to his house. This is 
about one twenty-seventh part of an acre, and might, 



Digitize By GOOgk 



42 

therefore, if master's time were allowed for cultivation, 
be considered equivalent to aboot one-fifth, in addition 
to the allowance of dry provisions. 

By the same law, every Slave is allowed, twice in the 
year, one woollen jacket and Osnaburg trowsers ; and 
every female Slave one wrapper of woollen cloth, and 
one petticoat of Osnaburgs. The owner may substitute 
a blanket and a bat or cap, with consent of the Slave, 
for one suit of clothes.* 

The Slaves are not to be turned ont to work before 
five in the morning, nor continue later than seven in the 
evening; and are allowed half an hour for breakfast, and 
two hours to rest and refresh themselves, and to pro- 
onre, dress, and eat their dinner. Crop time, or any 
evident necessity, is excepted from these restrictions 
to labour. 

A comparison of this allowance of food with that of 
ten of our English prisons, indiscriminately taken, 
shows that it is only about half the average, and, com- 
pared with six Irish prisons, little more than one-third. 
In Scotland, I am informed that an agricultural labourer 
is allowed seventeen pounds of oatmeal per week. 

Working from five till seven would here be consi- 
dered a day and a quarter, and would be so in actual 
working time, within twenty-two and a half minutes; 
and in crop time, such as are able to bear it must work 
fully one day and a half. 

. The law is not like an individual act of cruelty ; it is 
the deliberate act of an assembly professing to improve 
the condition of the Slaves. We need not be told, that 
many of the masters give them more ; this is stated in 
the petition of Antigua, and it is of Itself the strongest 
condemnation of the act, and stamps the character of 
the community where such laws could be framed. 

* By ■ petition, presented to the House of Commons Id Inst Sewion, 
the whole value of clothing appear* to be about 16*. for every Slue. 
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Here we hare men labouring Tor a day and a quarter, 
with scarcely half an allowance of food for one day, and 
yet these poor beings are not even allowed a blanket or 
a hat, unless they give up a suit of clothes for them. 

It is generally said, that a man's own interest will 
induce him to do right, I admit this to be the ease, 
when be is driven to it by necessity ,- but we hare given 
the Sugar Planters a bounty to enable them to do wrong, 
and they will have need enough of it, so long as they 
pursue such a course as this. Remove this bounty, 
and bring in the competition of free labour, and these 
law-makers will soon understand their own interest 
better than to attempt to extract labour by the lash 
from such half-fed beings. We should then hear no 
more from- Mercator of the advantage of importing 
Slaves. 

Well may I feel a wish, that West Indian Slave- 
holders shonld ' not receive a bounty to enable them to 
neglect their own concerns ; a neglect which brings dis- 
grace on the country, whose laws, we are often told, 
have sanctioned the system. That it is a disgrace to 
every one of us, I shall not deny - r but, then, it is every 
one's duty to endeavour to remove it 

I am glad that Mercator (no doubt, ignorant of the 
nature of what he was referring to) has mentioned the 
ancient state of Slavery, for it affords file the opportu- 
nity of giving some information upon this subject. By 
our ancient laws, " the English lord had the power of 
beating or correcting his villain; but it was a power 
which he could only exercise in person, and with- bis 
own hands; he could not delegate that important and 
dangerous authority."* If this law was part of the 
system of our Colonial Slavery, the owner of Slaves 
must reside with them ; there could, even then, be no 
driving, unless he himself was the driver. 
• 9 Coke's Rqioi-is JO A. 
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If I were to stand by unconcerned, whilst only one 
man was murdered, giving no notice of the fact, I sap- 
pose I should be considered as an accomplice, and that 
no pleading of the fulness of my warehouses, or the 
urgency of my concerns, would save my life. - Am I, 
then, when I call the attention of the country to a system 
which destroys the lives, or prevents the existence of 
hundreds .of thousands of human beings; a system 
which, from being sanctioned by onr laws and sup- 
ported by our bounties, makes us all participators, and 
brings disgrace on us all; am I, then, to be insultingly 
told to attend to my own concerns? If this is not my 
own concern, I confess I do not know what is. 

JAMES CROPPER. 



To the EDITOR of the LIVERPOOL COURIER. 

SlH, 

In my letter of the 22d instant, published in your paper 
of yesterday, I promised to resume the consideration of 
Mr. Cropper's "pubhcations, as well' as to' proceed in 
exposing his " mistatements and exaggerations," on 
the subjects of Sugar and Slavery. I shall now redeem 
that pledge. 

Mr. Cropper has informed us, " that, with respect to 
the United States, in the last thirty years, they appear 
to have added 854,735 to their Slave Population by 
natural increase and good management alone." This 
assertion led me to inquire into the fact, and, in doing 
so, I find the official returns from the different States 
are as follow : 
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OFFICIAL RETURN OF THE SLAVE POPULATION OP THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA, TAKEN IN 1790, 1800, 1810, & 1820. 





1790. 


1800. 


1816, 


1820. 


3,886 

31,391 

11,431 

3,733 

8,887 

101,037 

292,037 

100,572 

107,091 

30,264 





e 

3,417 

18,430 




1,33a 

20,1*13 

13,4^3 

1,706 

6,113 

107,707 

346,968 

133,106 

146,151 

69,609 



3,489 



' 13,584 

40,343 

3,370 


418 
18,017 

10,857 

791 

4,176 

111,507 

392,518 

168,624 

196,36* 

105,218 



17,088 

34,660 

44.535 

80,561 

8,B3S 


141 
10,088 
7,697 
311 
4,500 
107,398 
4U,1S3 
205,017 
238,475 
149,656 
47,439 
32,814 
69,064 
80,107 
136,739 
10,323 


















Missouri, &r, ...... 


Totals 


697,686 


896,740 


1,191,369 


1,543,668 





By these it appears, that the whole increase in the 
Slave Population of the United States, produced by im- 
portation and natural increase together, in the thirty 
years, was 846,002, being above 8,000 less than Mr. 
Cropper's' statement of increase from natural causes 
alone. But I shall now proceed to examine what pro- 
portion was obtained from each of those sources. By 
the official returns, we and that, in the States to the east- 
ward and northward of Maryland, the Slave Population 
was annually decreasing ; that in Maryland it was almost 
stationary; that in Virginia the increase was about 1} 
per cent, per annum; and that, as we proceed further 
south, where the climate and cultivation is so much more 
unfavourable for increase, we find that it went on with 
most astonishing rapidity. 

■ I also find, from other documents, that, after 1776, no 
Slaves could be legally imported into Virginia, nor into 
North. Carolina, after 1798; into Georgia, after 1802; 
South Carolina, New Orleans, &c., after 1808, when the 
act of the general Government for the abolition of the 
trade took effect ; although Mr. Cropper, in his Letter to 
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his Liverpool Abolition Society, has stated, " that the 
abolition of the African trade was general in the United 
States, as the act of particular States, prior to 1793." 

I believe it will be readily admitted, by all who were 
practically acquainted with the subject, that, for the first 
eighteen years of Mr. Cropper's thirty, there was a very 
large and regular importation of Slaves going forward 
into the Southern States, particularly into South Carolina,' 
from 1803 to 1808; from whence, after the direct legal 
import ceased into Georgia and North Carolina, there 
was no difficulty in transferring them to those States. It 
is notorious that, daring this period, the Southern States 
of America were the great markets for the sale of African 
cargoes, under British and various other flags, of which 
many individual instances from this port alone might be 
given;* that there was a constant trade of this descrip- 
tion going on from Cuba and the Bahama Islands, to 
the opposite coasts; that, during this period, above 
twenty considerable Bahama planters, whose names lie . 
before me, removed their Negroes and settled in Carolina 
and Georgia, with the permission of the American Govern- 
ment; and that there was a great and constant importa- 
tion going on for the whole of that period into New 
Orleans, from whence were supplied the States situated 
on the rivers that unite with the Mississippi, and fall into 
the sea there. And is it not welt known to every planter 
in the Southern States, that indirect sources of Spanish 
supply have been resorted to, since the period for legal 
importation terminated? 

By these official returns, we find, that the number of 
Slaves, in the States connected with New Orleans, was, 
in 1790, 15,847 ; that, in twenty years, (that is, in 1810, 

* 1 haw a letter cow before me, from Mr. Thomas Highim, dated 
Charleston, South Carolina, S8th January, 1806, to a gentleman in tbe 
Bahamas, which say «, " At the present moment this market is overstocked, 
ther* being no leu than seven or eight cargoes of Slaves on sale." 
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being two years alter the legal importation ceased,) it 
had increased to 185,079 ! that, in ten years more, the 
number was 375,481 ! Does Mr. Cropper mean to say, 
that mis was natural increase I Here we find 15,847 in 
thirty years grown up, beyond all precedent, to the pro- 
digious number of 375,481 ! In Georgia, during the 
same period, 29,364 is increased to 149,656; in South 
and North Carolina, 207,663 is run up to 463,492. Thus, 
the aggregate of those Stales, which, in 1790, was 
252,774, we find, in 1820, to be 988,629! If we take 
Virginia as a criterion, and it certainly is a most favour- 
able one for Mr. Cropper, from its superior climate and 
cultivation, and from its Slave Population being chiefly 
Creole, it is evident, that, in 1820, the natural increase 
would have been from 252,774 to about 367,000, in place 
of 988,629. Sorely Mr. Cropper will not contend, that 
it could be more; indeed, in granting this much, it is 
more than probable, that, under all the comparative 
circumstances and disadvantages attending the intro- 
duction and settling of new Negroes, I grant too much, 
by at least half the number, or above 50,000. But, ad- 
mitting it for argument alone, here we find at once, that 
620,000 of Mr. Cropper's 854,000 could only have been 
provided by importation to those States, either direct 
from Africa, or indirectly from other quarters, indepen- 
dent of illicit supply since 1806, instead of being the 
fruits of " natural increase and good management 
alone," as he has thought proper to represent it, as 
well as to reproach me with ignorant presumption 
because I was not disposed to credit bis assertions.: 
Whether this is not another instance of " gross 
mistatement and exaggeration," I leave to others to 
determine: but, in my turn, I inquire of Mr. Cropper, 
whether I am to impute such a statement to " wilful 
misrepresentation," or " to a want of knowledge of the 
subject," leaving it with him to make bis election. 
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The next prominent feature which I shall notice in 
Mr. Cropper's " exaggerated statements" is the apology 
be puts forward for his attempting to deal with this com- 
plicated subject, of which, having never been in. the 
West Indies or America, he has no practical knowledge 
or experience. To clothe himself, however, as an 
authority deserving of credit, he asserts his acquain- 
tance, by reading, with colonial law, and gives us, as a 
specimen, what he says is an extract from an act passed 
in the Bahama Islands in 1764,' and which, he tells us, 
directs "that the Slave should be executed first, and 
the necessity that led to his crime inquired into after- 
wards." Where he finds either the act, the clause, or. 
the construction, I know not ; perhaps he will deign to 
inform us. Bat I have got the Bahama Acts before me, 
regularly indexed, bound, and folioed. They belonged 
to the late Speaker of the House there, and, looking 
through them, I can find no. such act. In 1784, the 
islands had just been ceded to Great Britain, and only 
two acts were passed in that year. But, if such an act 
as that mentioned by Mr. Cropper had existed, it would 
have been repealed: in 1796, when I find an act was 
passed to consolidate and bring into one the several laws 
relating to Slaves. I must conclude, however, that it 
did not suit Mr. Cropper to refer to the consolidation 
act; for, since he lays, so much stress on his acquain- 
tance with colonial laws, I must suppose that it could 
not escape his attention. This act regulates and directs 
the weekly provision to be given to each Negro, which' 
is as follows : namely, a peck of unground Indian corn ; 
or, twenty one pints wheat flour ; or, seven quarts rice j 
or, fifty-six pounds of potatoes: children, under ten. 
years, are allowed ontvhalf; over and above a sufficient- 
quantity of land for the proper ground of every Slave. 
Another section directs two suits of clothing to be pro- 
vided annually for each, enacting a penalty of £50 for 
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every omission ; a third, that suitable provision is to be 
made for instructing the Slaves in the Christian religion, 
and, when fit, for their baptism. Another authorizes 
the magistrates to give freedom to any mutilated Slave, 
and to fine the party offending £100. Another farther 
subjects any person who may cruelly beat, whip, &c. 
any Slave to be punished by fine and imprisonment. 
Another alters the mode of trial for offences to trial by 
jury, from which jury the proprietor of the estate to 
which the Slave belonged, and his attorney, overseer, 
manager, &c., are excluded. The 56th section gives 
justices power to respite the sentence, in case proper 
cause shall appear to them for so doing, or the jury shall 
recommend the prisoner to mercy, until the sentiments 
of the governor shall be known. The- 65th section 
enacts, that in all cases where any Slave shall receive 
sentence-, of death or transportation, the jury shall 
appraise 'and value such Slave, and the justices shall 
certify such valuation 1 , provided always that such shall 
not, in any case, exceed £60; and provided also, if it 
shall appear, that the owner or possessor of such Slave 
hath treated him or her with inhumanity, or that neces- 
sity or hard usage might have driven such Slave to the 
commission of the offence of which he or she shall have 
been convicted, that then, and in such case, no valua- 
tion shall be made, and the owner shall not be entitled 
to receive any allowance whatever from the public. 

This clause, from an act passed in 1796, seems to 
hear tome resemblance to Mr. Cropper's quotation; but 
die object of it is evidently a humane one, and intended 
for the benefit of the Slave, in so far, that if, on inquiry 
by the jury, the conduct of the master is found to have, 
hi any way, led the Slave to commit the offence for 
which he was tried, his master would not only be de- 
prived of his remuneration, but the fact so reported by 
the jury would give the Slave the benefit of the 5flth 
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•ectioB, which I have recited. This clause likewise 
provides, that the same jury which tries the Slave, when 
required, tries the master also. 

If Mr. Cropper bad known any thing of the Bahama 
planters, their habits and character, he would not have 
rashly ventured , to bring so base and unfounded a 
charge against them. I hesitate not to say,. that there 
is not any where a more humane or respectable body 
of individuals. Anecdotes of their conduct towards 
their Slaves might be mentioned; anecdotes which 
reflect great credit . and honour on the feelings of the 
.masters, and show an attachment on the part of the 
people to their masters not less creditable to them. 
From 1789 to 1615, fonr instances only are to be found 
of Slaves Being executed in those islands; of these, 
three were for murder, namely, two of Slaves and one 
of a coloured man; the fourth for housebreaking., So 
much for this gross mistatement of Mr. Cropper's. 

There still remain several other topics put forward 
by this gentleman which I ought to dispose of. It is 
not, however, necessary for me. to enter into an exa- 
mination of the charges he has brought against the 
Planters in Jamaica and the other islands for the treat- 
ment of their Slaves; nor into the relative increase in 
.the state of the population ; though it is well known, 
that the number of males in pur Colonies greatly exceeds 
that of the females, whilst in the United States they are 
about equal. These subjects have been. most ably 
handled, and the charges refuted, in various publica- 
tions, which, if Mr. Cropper will take the trouble 
of reading, he would, I think, find the statements 
and explanations such as would remove, from any 
unprejudiced mind, the delusive apprehensions under 
.which he labours. I would particularly refer him, as 
concerns Jamaica, to the pamphlets lately published 
by the Bight Hon. Sir George Rose, and by the Rev. 
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Mr. Bry'dges, of that island, with the facta they state and 
the documents they contain; and, as relative to Barba- 
dos, to the speech of Mr. Hamden, delivered in and 
published by order of the Council of that island. If 
he will he influenced by such respectable and high 
authorities, instead of unfairly resorting' to obsolete 
laws, long since repealed, if they ever existed; instead 
of- giving himself" up to the guidance of Unfounded or 
exaggerated reports made by hired emissaries, whose 
objects seem to have been to revolutionize the Colonies', 
in place of promoting their professed object, religious 
instruction among the people, I will not yet despair 
of 'his conversion to a more liberal course of thinking; 
and to a more upright and candid line of public 
conduct. 

As far as respects the habits of the Slaves, the regu- 
lation of 'their labour, and their general treatment in 
Jamaica, Mr. Cropper has been completely answered 
by Findex* in the Liverpool Advertiser of last Tuesday; 
but, though his able - observations may also apply to 
many of the other islands, they do not extend to the 
Colonies of Demerara, Essequibo, and Berbice. There, 
night labour of the Slaves is now unknown. Even on 
Sugar estates; the grinding ceases at sunset; and the 
boilers, the only parties that remain longer, finish 
cleaning up before nine o'clock. Their general food, 
(besides salt fish, and occasionally salted provisions,) 
the plantain, preferred by them to all other, is cultivated 
in the ordinary daily work of each estate, or purchased 
when deficient; and they are supplied with more than 
they do or can consume. They are well provided with 
clothing, suitable for the climate and their situation. 
They have the Sabbath and their other holydayS to dis- 
pose of, for die purposes of religion, if so inclined". 

• See Appendix B. 
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They have ample spare time on their working days for 
attending to the raising of (heir pigs and stock for sale 
and for cultivating their small gardens. Branding was 
never authorized or practised in Dementia. The Slave, 
when guilty of crime, is tried in the same manner as his 
master. No driver or overseer can pnnish beyond six 
lashes for any offence. Connexion fay marriage is 
encouraged, and its lawful fruits of increase rewarded. 
Families cannot be separated, but, when disposed of, 
must be sold together. In case of sickness, able medi- 
cal aid is provided; and in old age, when invalided, 
every comfort is afforded and continued. Their dwell- 
ings are roomy and commodious; (heir labour regulated 
and moderate. Manumissions are frequent; they are 
regulated by law; and the Slave is protected in the 
possession of any property he may acquire by his extra 
labour. In short, when we compare their situation with 
that of the peasantry generally, in this or any other 
- country, much less with the miserable and degraded 
beings of Hindostan, whom Mr. Cropper calls " free 
labourers," and change the term slave to that of servant, 
it will be found, that they possess serious and impor- 
tant advantages over them; and that, whilst left to their 
masters and to themselves, before they were broken in 
upon by the fury of emancipators, and the dangerous 
doctrines of their misguided agents, they were a con- 
tented and happy people. I do not mean to say, that 
some exceptions are not to be found to this repre- 
sentation ; for it is too well blown, that there is no state 
of society of which worthless and wicked individuals 
do not form a part; individuals who will play the petty 
tyrant, and abuse power, when placed in their hands, and 
from which neither the radical*? eformera here, whatever 
hat or coat they may wear, or those in the West Indies 
are exempt; but with this difference, that there, when 
such men are guilty of using abusive language, or mal- 
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treating their people, the laws hold them liable for their 
conduct, and punish them accordingly. 

As what I have written must necessarily . occupy a . 
considerable space in your columns, and as I have still 
much matter of Mr. Cropper's to dispose of, I shall 
reserve it for the subject of another letter : indeed, I 
have now been drawn out to greater length than I had 
contemplated; bat I shall not, on that account, cease 
to follow him in his turnings and windings, or leave any 
part that merits observation or correction unnoticed. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant 

MERCATOR. 

Liverpool, November 27, 1833. 

. P.S. — Since writing this letter, I have read one tram 
Mr: Cropper, in the Mercery of to-day, in which he is 
pleased to say, that " there is nothing in Mercator's last 
letter of itself deserving any reply;" thus compromising 
his past conduct by admitting the truth of the charges 
exhibited against him and his writings. But there is, 
in this letter, an affectation of candour and moderation 
which cannot be allowed by me to pass for sterling, 
nor, I am satisfied, will it by the public. He must not 
be permitted, in this way, to escape from the toils which 
he has so industriously woven for himself. But, as he 
has again endeavoured to divert our attention from the 
past, by bringing forward new matter, that shall also be 
investigated and discussed hereafter, that is, as soon as 
my time will permit, unless it should, in the mean time, 
be taken up by some one abler and more competent. 

M. 
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To the EDITORS of the LIVERPOOL MERCURY. 

Gentlemen, 

Fueling an unshaken confidence that the foundation 
of the cause in which I am engaged stands sore, I ant 
undismayed at the increase of my opponents. If these 
attacks on my motives would have no tendency to retard 
the progress of the great cause, I should wholly dis- 
regard them ; hot, believing that the intention of their 
authors is not really directed against me, but against 
that cause, it is my duty to do what I can to disappoint 
them. 

If the acquisition of wealth had been my object, it 
would have been most extraordinary to have given up 
the most lucrative part of my business to acquire it in 
this thorny path ; in which, if I bad no higher motive, 
I should deserve to lose my reputation. Surely if that 
had been my motive, it would have been .easier to have 
joined Mercator in the attempt to increase the bounty 
on. the export of Sugar, which must have added to its 
- price, whether from the East or West Indies, 

Slavery has, indeed, long existed ; and it may be said, 
why was this particular time chosen to attack it? I do 
not know that I can better answer this, than by giving 
an extract of a letter I lately addressed to the Anti- 
slavery. Society in London. 

" Full thirty years ago, when reading Smith's Wealth of 
Nations, I was much interested in his remarks on the compara- 
tive cheapness of free labour, and of its effects in producing a 
change in the condition of the people in Europe. I then con- 
cluded mis would, at some time, be the means of bringing about 
the freedom of the Slaves in the British Colonics, though I did 
not then see the way in which it was to operate. When the 
East India trade was opened, and I became acquainted with the 
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productions and capabilities of India, I at once saw that the 
great experiment of free and slave labour was about to be tried. 
When the Slave-holders began to take the alarm, and to seek for 
farther protection, then it was that, in the course of my business, 
I saw that hideous monster, Slavery, gasping, as it were, in the 
agonies of death, seeking for that support which could alone 
continue its existence, ■ What was then my choice ? Either to 
endeavour to do all I could to open the eyes of others' to tee 
what I saw, and to join in the destruction of this monster, or to 
remain under the agonizing feelings of self condemnation. I 
could not suffer the fear of reproaches, on account of being 
interested, to get the better of the paramount feelings of humanity 
and duty. I durst not encounter the reproaches of my own con- 
science, for not having done all I could to rescue 700,000 of my 
fellow-beings from the dreadful state in which they were held by 
the contributions of the people of England. 

" If thhi means (urging the impolicy of Slavery) should be 
rejected, it would appear to me so extraordinary, that I have 
been endeavouring to find some similar case; but as 1 believe 
such an one never existed, I can only imagine one, by supposing 
that the society farmed for the improvement of prison discipline 
had found, that all its efforts for the improvement of this class of 
our fellow-creatures was rendered unavailing, by the temptation 
held out for stealing, by a bounty paid upon all stolen goods, 
and a prohibitory or high duty laid on all that were honestly 
come by. What would, in such a case, have been the conduct 
of that society ? Would it have continued, without remonstrance, 
to contribute towards this bounty T Equally extraordinary would 
be the conduct of the Anti-slavery Society, if it should refuse to 
take up the impolicy of Slavery. But, if it is to be done, who is 
to do it? Am I, as an individual, to do it, and expose myself 
to all the abuse that would be poured upon me ? Most willingly 
I agree to that, if good would be the result! But how is the 
Anti-slavery Society to act, If I go into the front of the battle ?" 

From the preceding, it will be seen, that 'I 'have not 

nufaed into this contest without anticipating what has 

. followed. I considered that it might go pretty quietly 

. en whilst we only looked to amelioration laws for the 

improvement of the state of Slavery. Delays and 

alarms, acd at last some professions of improvement, 
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add the making of some inefficient Intra, might pat tfie 
country -to rest ; until, perhaps, after twenty years more, 
we might hear that Slavery still remained in the same 
unaltered state, when all hopes of good from any farther 
eseition would have vanished. In this coarse we 
might have been suffered to go on pretty quietly. Bnt 
show the people its impolicy, and show them (if they 
are sincere in the cause) the necessity of taking away 
the support they are now giving to it, and without which 
it cannot long exist ; — let as touch this point, and we 
touch the very life of the system, and are at once sur- 
rounded by a swarm of assailants. 

To attack vice in its low and vulgar recesses is an 
easy and often a popular task ; but when some of the 
worst of crimes ; nay, when crimes, vice, and misery, 
perhaps exceeding all the rest pat together; when 
700,000 to 800,000 innocent human beings, charged 
with no crime,' are held in darkness and ignorance, and 
in the most oppressive and degrading bondage ; when 
those, more immediately connected with the system, are 
living in the first ranks of society; when it is sanctioned ' 
by laws-, and the country at large contributing by boun- 
ties to its support; — whoever attacks such a deep- 
rooted evil must not expect an easy path ; be must 
expect to be assailed with the greatest violence. 

Then, as to the dealing or using the produce of slave- 
labour : though I venerate those who have thought it 
their duty to keep clear of it, yet we mast take the thing 
as it now is, and adopt (he most direct, rational, and 
effectual means of extirpating the evil. When first the 
produce of slave labour was presented, if it had been 
then rejected, and its cultivators compelled to restore 
the first victims of that guilty commerce to their native 
shores of Africa, in that state of things this would have 
been the right coarse ; bat to send the descendants of 
these early victims back to Africa would now, and 
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especially in the present state of the .Coast* be no less 
cruel than the act by which their predecessors were 
originally torn from it. And slave produce has now 
so interwoven itself with the wants and employment of 
the people of this country, and with those of the Slaves 
themselves, that this state must be tolerated until these 
poor beings are fitted for their freedom ; but no expe- 
diency can justify their being held in Slavery one hour 
beyond it. 

Do these writers, who reproach me for having dealt 
in the produce of slave labour, mean to propose the 
disuse of such produce as the best means for the extinc- 
tion of Slavery ? Or do they, on the contrary, think that, 
by showing how every member of the community is 
more or less implicated, they shall weaken the hands of 
the abolitionists, and thereby render this odious state 
perpetual? These writers profess not to be the advo- 
cates of Slavery, or, not iu the abstract. If, then, they 
intend this as a means of doing it away, their proposi- 
tion and mine shall be examined-. The immediate dis- 
use of slave produce would put out of employment 
hundreds of thousands of people in this country, and 
would, more or less, put to inconvenience almost every 
member of die community; whilst to the Slaves it would 
be far more injurious than the most unprepared and 
immediate emancipation.: 

My plan, on the contrary, by introducing the unre-\ 
strieted competition of free labour, by the removal of 
bounties-, would at once compel the Planters to adopt 
the best systems of management Instead of lessening, 
it would greatly increase employment, by the opening 
of new sources of commerce, and supply the people 
with Sugar, in the first place, considerably cheaper, and 
at prices farther reduced as improvements were made 
in its culture, and its consumption extended. If apart 
of these pecuniary advantages were given to the 



Digitized by GOO^k' 



Planters, as a remuneration for losses which, I believe, 
are only imaginary, still the country would be greatly 
the gainer, by the vast extension of its commerce. 
Between two such alternatives, what rational man would 
hesitate? 

The object of the paper on the "Impolicy of Slavery" 
was to show, that cruelty and oppression were a great 
expense, and that, if they were not supported and pro- 
tected by bounties and prohibitions, they would be 
ameliorated, and the country be supplied with Sugar 
«t a cheaper rate, and also have a great extension of 
its commerce. ■ 

We have given, in " Negro Slavery," such an account 
of the treatment of the Slaves as would make, the ' 
serious inquirer ready to exclaim, " Under such an 
oppression as this, yon would, in a few centuries, depo- 
pulate the world; I cannot believe in its existence, 
unless you prove it by its effects." We then present 
him with the appaling picture of the waste of human 
life, which, though an indisputable corroboration, our 
opponents still attempt to deny our facts. But what 
will they say to the Leeward Island laws, about food 
and labour? These they cannot deny; and, as human 
beings are considered property, a waste of human life 
is a waste of property; hence it follows, that, so long 
as this waste continues, the Planters cannot afford their 
Sugar so low as if their Slaves were treated better. 

Neither Mercator nor Vindtx can deny, that, if the 
bounties and prohibitions were removed, and we were 
allowed to go to the best market, we might be supplied 
with Sugar much cheaper. 

Mercator's third letter will give me little trouble. 
What I have already said is a full answer to all he says 
respecting Sugar, as connected with this subject; but 
he wanders into the claims of the West Indians to pro- 
tection. That is no part of our question, which is 



Digitized by GOO^k' 



59 • 

merely the impolicy of those protections. And It is 
canons to see the advocates of an increased duty on 
East India Sugar, who at one time contended that a 
difference of 10s. per cwt. in duty was not a sufficient 
protection, now, on the contrary, contending, that Sugar 
cannot be produced cheaply in the East If they 
believed in their own statement, no protection could be 
necessary. 

In my letter to W. Wilberforee, I stated, that "in 
the year 1798 the- average cost of the Company's impor- 
tation (ofSngar) on board was 19a. per. cwt, though at 
present it is much higher; bnt from the recent great 
alteration in the exchange, Sugar, bought at the same 
price in rupees, would probably not cost more than 
10*. 6d. per cwt. en board." Now, by garbling this 
plain statement, Hfercator wishes tq make his readers 
suppose, that I had stated Sugars would only then cost 
16s. (W. per cwt, on board, though my assertion in the' 
same sentence is directly the contrary. He then adds, 
'.' If such a representation is not exaggeration and 
mistatement, to call it nothing worse, I know not the 
meaning of the' words.'' Here the writer is caught. 
He thought he had left himself -a hole to creep out. 
His words are, "If such a representation is not," &c, 
fee.; bnt he knew very well I had never made such - 
representations, and therefore he intended, no doubt, 
to say, that, in his haste, he had misunderstood my 



In my letter, inserted in the Liverpool Mercury of 
the 21st ult., I said; that " If the giving to Slaves their 
freedom before they were fit for it would do them an 
injury, (and I have always considered that it would,) 
then the rejection of the produce of their labour -would 
have the same effect." Mercator, in reply to this sen- 
tence, says', T must grant that his object, in making the 
unexpected admission, seems like an attempt to qualify 
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his past conduct as an agent for the sale of the produce 
of slave labour, and is, therefore, a little suspicious." 
By this, it is evident, he meant to insinuate, though it 
might seem as if, knowing the contrary, he would act 
with the caution he had just before evinced, and not 
directly say, that this sentiment of mine was new, and 
now unexpectedly avowed for a base purpose. What 
will be the reader's surprise to find, that, in that same 
letter to which he had just referred, I have said, 
" Though I might respect the feelings of the man who 
should at once emancipate his Slaves, yet how much 
more deserving of esteem would he be, whose feelings' 
were governed by judgment, and who held them in 
Slavery until he had so prepared them as to make 
emancipation a benefit?" . I leave such conduct, as 
I have in these two cases shown, to be its own 
commentary. 

I think Mercator will have hard work in the two points 
he has next chalked out for himself; that is to say, to 
disprove or prove exaggeration in my statement of 
the waste of life in the British islands, or to say any 
thing in reply to the new matter— that is to say, the law 
by which men are to be hanged for offences which their 
masters' cruelty has compelled them to commit , What 
can he say to this, unless Vindex, with his silver brand, 
proves that these mien are banged with a golden chain? 

I scarcely know whether ridicule can be allowed in 
so serious a case : the mention of such a palliation of 
an act which compels a poor creature to bear about 
him, in indelible characters, the marks of bis own 
degraded condition, has, I trust, ere this, covered the 
mind of its author with deep and lasting regret. 

With respect to Vindex, it would be better and more 
manly, when he makes charges and assertions on his 
own authority, if he would tell us who Vindex is. I 
am the more desirous that those who write in vindica- 



Diarazed b y Google 



61 

tion of this system should give their names; for, with 
the knowledge which is now abroad oo the subject of 
Slavery, I believe it is very near its end, and Vindex 
and Mercator, whatever they may profess, would, in 
the estimation of mankind, have a distinguished post 
amongst its last advocates. 

He does, however, give as one authority, that of 
G. W. Bridges, who, it seems, is a clergyman in the 
parish of Manchester, Jamaica, and says he has mar- 
ried 187 couple of Slaves in the last two years. I shall 
not have much trouble with him, for a reply has already 
been given in the Appendix to the Substance of the 
Debates on this subjeot in last session, page 246. 

" On looking, however, at the return recently laid on the table 
of the House of Commons, from Jamaica, of ' Marriages legally 
solemnized between Staves, since 1st January, 1808,' down to 
1822, inclusive, we find (page 130) that, in the parish of Man- 
chester, not a single such marriage was celebrated prior to 1830. 
In 1830, five marriages took place ; in 1821, three; and, in 1822, 
none. Mr. Bridges must have written his ' Voice' in April or 
May, 1823. The expression, " Within the last two years,' could, 
therefore, have extended no farther back than the beginning of 
1821. But the official return of marriages from the beginning of 
1821 to the 17th March, 1823, is only three. What may have 
been ' the active labours of the clergy* in the other parishes we 
have no means of knowing ; but we do know, that most of their 
labours had been crowned with much the same success as attended 
those of Mr. Bridges, prior to the appearance of Mr. Wilberforce'a 
Appeal. He was, himself, Rector of St. Dorothy's before he 
removed to Manchester; but, during his incumbency, not a single 
marriage appears to have taken place. Before 1820, no marriage 
of Slaves had occurred in that parish, and from 1820 only three." 

This being a subject on which this gentleman ought 
to be best of -all informed, we shall not expect to hear 
much more of his statements. 

JAMES CROPPER. 
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To the EDITOR of the LIVERPOOL COURIER. 
Sift, 

I resume the consideration of Mr. Cropper's publica- 
tions. In most of them he has laboured to convince 
himself, and, thinking he has succeeded, imagines his 
readers nJust "be equally satisfied, that 'the more the 
value of the produce of labour is diminished, the less 
labour will be performed ; and he thence concludes, that 
the more the value or. West India produce is reduced; 
the lighter will be the labour of the Slave, and the less 
his value to the owner, until, at last, becoming of no 
value whatever, his freedom will be given to him. How- 
ever correct this hypothesis may. appear in the abstract, 
such doctrines are not illustrated or confirmed by prac- 
tical 1 experience. The object for which man labours is 
to obtain the means for sustaining Hie, and, if possible. 
of procuring its comforts. If the labourer can obtain 
sufficient remuneration to answer these purposes by 
wonting eight hours in the day, he will not work longer; 
but, iffhe rate of bis wages be reduced, he will, toenable 
him to procure that to which he has been accustomed, 
labour ten, twelve, or more hours to make up the defi- 
ciency. This Mr. Cropper will find to be confirmed by 
the practice of every operative manufacturer in tins 
county, and is in the teeth of bis proposition. But, if 
he goes (as, I hope, he may now be induced to go) to 
the West Indies, he will find, that there bis principle 
has no effect either way; that the labour of the Slaves 
is regulated by more humane and higher motives ; and. 
that the price of the produce of their labour causes no 
change in its extent, which is the same in good as in bad 
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years, although the means of the master most, in the 
latter case, be diminished. 

Another favourite point with this gentleman is, the 
presumed higher value of free labour, as contrasted 
with slave labour. He has been repeatedly told, such 
' are the nataral dispositions of the Negro race, when 
left to themselves, in a tropical climate, that they will 
not labovrm the field, if they can by any means avoid 
it; but that, on the contrary, whenever they have pos- 
sessed the power, they have preferred to procure the 
means of support in any other way, however wrong or , 
worthless. He speaks of their habits in the middle 
States of America ; but, if I were inclined to admit his 
statements as correct, which I am by no means disposed 
to do, I find no parallel there. Hie climate is altoge- 
ther different in those States. White people work in 
the field without inconvenience. In the West Indies, 
on the contrary, they are incapable of doing so. There 
the Negro is not under the same degree of lassitude 
which is experienced by all when exposed to the sun 
within the tropics. Mr. Cropper again forces upon us, 
as evidence, a report of the results of what was called 
.Mr. Steele's copyhold system in Barbados. In support 
of his assertions, he resorts to the Edinburgh Review, 
and quotes Mr. A. Hodgson, of this place, who was 
never, I believe, in the West Indies. With the impres- 
sions derived from such authorities, he tells us, "that by 
his (Mr. Steele's) system he stopped the gradual decrease 
in. the number of his Slaves; and, after following it for 
only the short space of four years and three months, he 
tripled the annual net produce of his estate." Now it 
happens, that I have in my possession a written state- ' 
merit, made, a few days ago, by a most respectable 
Barbados Planter, (which I have left with the Publisher 
of the Courier,) in consequence of reading Mr. Cropper's 
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unfounded statements in the Mercnry, of which the 
following if) a copy : 

" Mr. Joshua Steele superintended the management of his 
estates, under what was called the copyhold system, from the 
year 1780 to 1797. In that time the Slaves decreased from 36S 
to 240, whilst there was a general natural increase going on upon 
the neighbouring estates ; and during that period the produce of 
his estates was at the ratio of one-third less than those adjoining. 

" Mr. Bell was living on the estate when Mr. Steele died, and 
succeeded him in the management, as attorney for the heirs. 
Be continued to do so for fourteen years, when he died. At the 
expiration of this period, there was a farther decrease of thirteen 
Slaves; and the produce of the estate, in spite of his tuperior 
management, was, on an average, about one-fourth less than that 
of the neighbouring ones. . . 

" 1 lived witli Mr. Bell, and can vouch for these facts, which 
I simply mention in answer to those who ignorantly state, that 
the copyhold system was attended with profit and an increase of 
the people. Mr, Steele was a well-meaning good man ; but, for 
some time before bis death, his affairs became so involved, that 
his credit was gone, and his estate deep in debt 

" Suits in Chancery were afterwards commenced against the 
estate, when the system was abandoned altogether. I had a 
small Sugar estate within three miles of those that were Mr. 
Steele's, on which there was- an increase on the Slave Population, 
from natural causes alone, of from 66 to 103, between the years 
1797 and 1816. 

" The usual weekly allowance given to Slaves, in the Island of 
Barbados, is thirty -six pounds of yams or potatoes, (commonly 
called ground provisions,) one pound of salt, one and a half 
pounds salted cod fish, two pints of molasses, and three giHa of 
rum ; one pint of warm ginger tea every morning before going to 
labour ; and a dressed meal of vegetables, pulse, and meat every 
day at one o'clock. Every woman, on the birth of her child, is 
allowed seven pounds of ground provisions extra weekly, and 
until the child is able to eat and walk, from which age to 
fourteen all the children have three dressed meals provided for 
them daily, tables and benches being made suitable for their 
sizes, that they may partake of it comfortably. 
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" In 1830 I wu in America, at Saratoga Springs, where f 
met with several Planters from the Southern States, particularly 
Georgia and South Carolina, who told me they never would 
admit of a registry act there, because they' could always get 
supplied with Slaves,' by Importation from Cuba and other 
sources, when they wanted them, and were then, in fact, 
receiving such ■applies.'' 

This gentleman lived for several years on the estate 
in question, and afterwards resided on one of his. own 
near to it Your readers will compare the two state- 
ments, and form their own conclusions. Sir. Cropper 
speaks of other instances of the advantages of free 
labour, in the West Indies; but, as it is only in his loose, 
disking way, without naming any in, particular, it is 
impossible to notice them. He most know, or . most 
halve heard of, the general indolent habits of manumitted 
Slaves. He sees in St Domingo the frightful fruit* of 
emancipation. There the population, in less than thirty 
years of freedom, is reduced to about one-third of what 
it previously was. None labour, but from the most 
urgent necessity, and that is almost wholly confined to 
gathering coffee. Practical religion they have none ; 
and moral principle, or obligation, seems to be almost 
banished, from among them. 

Mr. Cropper, in his writings published last spring, 
credulously affected to smile at the idea of insurrection 
in any of oqr Colonies. He quoted all, that had .passed 
in the United States and the Island of Cuba, as instances 
of safety; and thence inferred, that his experiments 
might be made with impunity.. Did he not know, or 
did he not ehuse to recollect, that hi the States of the 
American Union, the proportion of the free population 
to #ie Slaves is as eight to one? That in Cuba it is 
three to one?- Whilst in our islands it is near ten 
Slaves to one. free .person on the average, and in De- 
merara folly twwty to one ! So different is the relative 
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state of society in the United States from that in the 
British Colonies. Bat, notwithstanding the Americans 
enjoyed such means of security, I am informed, that 
considerable alarm has been felt in the Southern States, 
since Mr. Cropper's publications hare been circulated 
among the Slaves there. I hope, however, that the awfal 
warning which has been given, in Demerara, to the pro- 
pagators of snch pernicious principles will remove all 
scepticism even from his mind. 

This gentleman has taken great pains to persuade 
the public, that the Negroes, in the British Colonies, 
are hard worked and worse fed. The first charge has 
been completely and repeatedly disproved. In snpport 
of the second, he tells ns, in his last letter, that he bad 
read the Leeward Island amelioration law passed in 
1798; that he had prepared, bat postponed publishing, 
something connected with it; that he was glad he had 
done so, for be had now discovered, by this law, that 
the Slaves were most miserably fed. I wish him joy of 
his pleasure! Bot where he found snch a law, or by 
what authority it existed, I know not. Each island, or 
colony, has its legislature, and regulates its own con- 
cerns; and, I believe, no two are regulated in the same 
manner. In my last, I stated the legal provision made 
for the Slaves in the Bahamas; and in the above letter 
will be found that of Barbados. I do not hesitate to 
say, that the provision, in either case, is more than 
sufficient. It is well known, that, within the tropics, a 
human being consumes less strong 'or animal food 
than- in cold climates ; that he lives more on vegetable 
substances and liquids ; that be stimulates his appetite 
■with hot peppers, which nature has there provided -in 
abundance; that he is not capable of performing the 
same labour that he would go through in a colder 
■ climate ; and that, in consequence, the daily work of a 
Negro, in the West Indies, is considered not, to equal 
two-thirds of what is performed by a common labourer 
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here. The ordinary period for work is from sunrise to 
sunset : from two to three hours are allowed for rest, 
breakfast, and dinner, leaving nine to ten for work; 
certainly a shorter period than the average for labour in 
England. 

Mr. Cropper sneers at the idea of a West India 
Planter residing in England, and being a member of the 
Bible Society, or active in promoting the circulation of 
the Sacred Volume. This sneer ill becomes one who 
wears the garb of humility. But may not a man be a 
West India Planter, and yet be honestly anxious to 
instruct his people in the truths of Christianity, as 
necessary to their happiness and comfort both here and 
hereafter! And do we not find, in the Scriptures, the 
highest authority for their adopting such a course under 
similar circumstances? He causes to express his sur- 
prise, that I should wish to promote the improvement 
and to better the condition of the Slaves, after having 
stated, that the chief ringleaders in the Demerara insur- 
rection were from estates where they had received most 
indulgence. But his wonder will cease, when I tell 
him, that one of the consequences of such indulgence, 
and what I most term its abuse, was a frequent inter- 
course with the emancipating emissaries, Smith, Elliot, 
and their agents, who, under the pretence of giving 
religious instruction, corrupted and inflamed their minds 
with the doctrines of emancipation, and of the necessity 
of their taking the means for obtaining it into their own 
hands. I would have the Negroes to receive the benefits 
of religious instruction, but from pure sources, not such 
as the emancipators here have hitherto forced upon the 
Planters ; a course which, I trust, the Government will 
now pnt an end to, having seen the danger with which 
it is pregnant 

After a fortnight's cogitation, Mr. Cropper has pro- 
duced the two last paragraphs of his letter in the 
Mercury of the 28th nit. The fable of the mountain, 
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fri labour might well be applied to them. Tie miserable 
expedients to which he resorts seem' to make his 
conduct rather matter for compassion than subject for 
argument Indeed, on the subjects of Sugar and Slavery, 
he seems to act and write like a man almost beside 
himself, giving credit to and adopting every silly tale 
that is told, however unfounded or unsupported by 
evidence, provided it is to the prejudice of the West 
Indians or their friends. 1 would ask, what has (he 
ancient pradtice which connected the lord of the soil 
with the villein of England to do with my observation', 
" that Slavery had prevailed in the world front the 
earliest agesT* the insinuation and the censure meant 
to be conveyed against the West India Proprietors living 
here are evident, though he has not manliness enough 
openly to avow them. But, even then, where Is the 
analogy? Does our country gentleman attend hig la- 
bourers to the field, or is it necessary he should do so? 
Does he not intrust this duty to others in whom he con- 
fides ? And why may not the West India Planter do so 
likewise T It is his interest, as it is ' his duty, to know 
that every degree of justice is dene and protection 
afforded to his people. 1* hen why does Mr. Cropper, 
in his last paragraph, attempt to justify his improper 
interference with the private property and concerns *f 
the Planters, by such a horrifying illustration, as that 
they ought not to stand by and see a man murdered ■? 
Were any person to do so, he ought to be talten rato 
custody as an accomplice in the crime. But where, 
I ask, is the aptitude of the illustration ? Does Mr. 
Cropper mean to say, that the West Indian Planter)! 
murder their Slaves, and that, therefore, his interference 
is necessary ? If so, I must set him down as deranged 
indeed. It is an insinuation as absurd as it 1 is false, and 
unfit for serious discussion. On the other hand, I do 
not hesitate to say, that the waste of life which attended 
the insurrection in Demerara may, with great justice 
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aid truth, be imputed to the doctrines so industriously 
circulated among the Slaves by the agents of the etnau- 
cipators, among whom Mr. Cropper stands so promi- 
nent, and to the excitement, irritation, and impatience 
thus produced in their minds. Nor can I suppress my 
indignationy or sufficiently express my astonishment; at 
the following passage in Mr. Cropper's first letter. He 
■ays, " their laws (the colonial) we can understand as 
well here as there. I will just give a sketch of one of 
them," (that quoted as of- the Bahamas, and- discussed 
in my last letter,) " as it. may throw some light en the 
y«t mysterious business of the Demerara insurrection, 
where there has been so great a waste of Negro life 
and so little of the Whites." I ask him what he means 
by so horrid an insinuation? Is this the evidence of 
his benevolent and Christian disposition ? Does he 
mean to regret, that more Whites were not murdered in 
eoH-tlood, or fell in the field I It is said, that even the 
emissary Smith, when he is reported to have admi- 
nistered the sacrament to the ringleaders the evening 
before, recommended that they should be sparing in the 
effusion of blood! I -ask, is it disappointment Mr. 
Cropper feels, that the insurgents should not have been 
better provided with fire-arms and other offensive wea- 
pons, or more perfect in the use of them? Is be not 
awarb, that the. first measure adopted by the Governor 
. was to ride up, unarmed, to the insurgents, attended 
only by the gentlemen of his suite, offering to redress 
their grievances, if they had any to complain of, and 
recommending to them to return, peaceably to their 
homes, when, in return, he was fired on? Does he not 
know, that Colonel Leahy, commanding the troops, after- 
wards- made another similar effort, and was iu parley 
with them, to no purpose, for an hour and a half, before 
he was forced to attack- mem? If he does not, be ought 
to know, that the claims they advanced were nothing 
short of immediate emancipation, and that, when called 
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upon, they admitted that they had no grievances to 
complain of.' Where, thou, is the " mystery" of which 
Mr. Cropper ventures to complain I 

In the coarse of this gentleman's writings, be occa- 
sionally hints at indemnity to the Planter ; bat he deals so 
much in generalities, and treats the subject so obscurely, 
that one would suppose be was afraid to trust himself 
with the discussion of its justice, lest it should impede 
his way or influence his conscience. He, therefore, 
arrives at no clear explanation of his meaning.' But on 
this subject I, at least, will- assist him with my views of 
it. I consider the title of the Wast India Planters to 
their property in their Slaves to be as strong and valid 
as the law of the laud can make it ; and that if, for any 
purpose whatever, the public should interfere with, injnre, 
or take their property from them, they are bound to 
make full compensation, as is the practice in every 
other case of interference with private property for a 
public purpose. To admit the principle of requiring 
any higher title than that which the law recognises, 
would be to strike at the root of all property throughout 
the kingdom. In the question of compensation, the 
Slave is no party ,- that is between the proprietor and 
the Legislature only. The law must, at least, be binding 
on those that made it ; but It is not for either party to 
fix. the value: that, as in all similar cases, ought to be 
done by a jury, not of emancipators, but of honourable, 
unprejudiced, disinterested men, and such, t trust/ 
when wanted, will be readily found. The Slaves in 
Demerara admitted, that they bad no grievances to 
complain of: that fact will be certified by the Governor 
and others in authority there. They avowed, that their 
only motive for insurrection was immediate freedom, 
which had been so much discussed here, and industri- 
ously promulgated there. I do contend, therefore, that 
the loss which has been suffered by the insurrection 
should, and must, be made good by the public here. 
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They occasioned it, they inflicted the wrong, and are, 
in justice, bound to make reparation for it It is beyond 
all doubt, that Slavery was, in the first instance, encou- 
raged and protected by the Government or the people 
of this country for their own benefit, and that the Colo- 
nies were invited to receive their supplies through their 
medium. If Slavery, then, be a moral crime, it most be 
expiated by those with whom it originated. They must 
pay the penalty, and not attempt to avoid doing what is 
iu itself just, by the commission of another crime ; I 
mean; a breach of faith. Let Mr. Cropper disprove the 
truth of these doctrines or the justice of these principles, 
if be can ; if not, let him and his party, or association, 
candidly and honestly, as well as unequivocally, come 
forward to admit their truth. Let them make the only 
reparation now in their power, by becoming the advo- 
cates of both. 

Mr. Cropper will probably attempt to tell me, that the 
Slave Population, in the United States, has been kept 
down by frequent manumissions. In reply I will tell 
him, that. the manumissions in the British Colonies are 
also frequent. I have reason to believe, that the waste 
of Negro life on the Sugar plantations in the State of 
New Orleans is on a scale unknown in. our Colonies. 
Is he aware, that no manumission can take place in 
Georgia, Carolina, or Louisiana, without a special act 
of their Legislatures? I have been told of an instance 
which occurred in New Orleans, where the owner of a 
Slave, wishing to give him his freedom, had, to enable 
him to do so, to send the Slave to a friend in another 
.State 1,400 miles distant. Does Mr. Cropper not know, 
that, by the census of 1820, the whole free coloured 
population of the United States amounted only to 
236,000, although so many years have elapsed since 
Slaves were first introduced there, and the progeny of 
Ahose manumitted annually increasing? I have under- 
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stood, that several of the States' Governments are much 
at a loss what to do with their manumitted Slaves: few 
will work, and they are not new content to be shipped 
off for Attica as before ; in consequence, many become 
burdens to the community that has to support them. 

So much for the systems and good management of the 
United States, which Jfr, Cropper hat held up tout at a 
precedent to follow. One word more on the comparative 
state of and increase in the Slave Population of that 
country and our Colonies. 

By the' Slave Registrar's Triennial Report, for the 
Colony of Demerara, made up to the 1st of September 
last, and since published, it appears, that there then 
remained, in that Colony, of African males, 16,258; of 
African females, 9,745; of Creole males, 14,743; of 
Creole females, 15,688 : bnt of the Creole population 
a very large proportion is under twenty years of age, 
and of the African Negroes many are tar advanced 
in years. Thus mere is, for the purposes of natural 
increase, in that Colony, an unproductive number of 
5,313 African males ; and it is well known, that, on the 
part of the imported Africans, there was a dislike to 
marriage, or restricted intercourse between the sexes : 
consequently, the proportion of increase from them has 
been much less than from their Creole descendants, 
of which, be it remembered, the Slave Population m 
Virginia and the other middle and Eastern States 
almost wholly consists. In the three years preceding 
the 1st of September last, there were born, in Demerara, 
1,735 males and 1,791 females; whilst the deaths, of 
which a large proportion were old Africans, were 5,201, 
showing a decrease of 1,675 in three years, from which 
ought to be deducted the manumitted Slaves, but, not 
knowing their number, I am unable to do so. . Taking 
the whole. 1,675, the annual decrease is very near to 
one per cent; but, if the Creole population (where the 
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sexes are equal) is taken separately, there will be found 
a considerable increase, which is well ascertained by the 
returns from those estates where the people ate known 
to be chiefly of that description. 

As the old Africans die, in the course of nature, the 
proportions of the sexes to each other will be more and 
more equalized, and when the period arrives that they 
become equal, as they now are in the ' United States, 
we may confidently expect the increase, " from natural 
canses and good management alone," will be found, at 
least, as great, if not larger than the United States 
(though so much boasted of by Mr. Cropper) have yet 
exhibited. - 

I have now, I think, examined and reviewed all 
the prominent points of Mr, Cropper's propositions, 
"exaggerations, and mistatements." It is for the 
public to judge, whether or not I have redeemed the 
pledge I gave them. As for that gentleman, I now 
leav« him to enjoy, as he best can, the fruits .of his 
labours of " benevolence and charity." 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 



Liverpool, 4th December, 1823. 

P.S. I have just read Mr. Cropper's letter in the 
Mercury of yesterday. The observations he has ad- 
dressed to me I shall not fail to notice, in the way they 
merit, as soon as yon can afford me space in your paper. 
I understand that Mr. Cooper, the person who was sent 
oat to Jamaica by Mr. Hibbert, has lately been, or is 
1 now here ; and that he has undergone' a course of exa- 
mination before Mr. Cropper and his association. If 
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this information is correct, I hope the inquisitors will 
favour us with a statement of the opinions given to them 
by this gentleman as to when, or at what future period, 
according to his judgment, emancipation of the Slaves 
in Jamaica might be resorted to with safety and advan- 
tage ; and that be will take the trouble to certify it 

Decembers. M. 



To the EDITORS of the LIVERPOOL MERCURY. 

The question of the impolicy of Slavery acts like a 
two-edged sword ; there is no getting clear of it- Some 
people will contend, that Slavery is a happy state;' 
others are quoting the Scriptures, at great length, to 
show it to be allowable under the Christian dispensa- 
tion; and yet, poor, despised, and deserted Slavery, 
even those are not willing to be called thy advocates ! 
But, if these writers should accomplish their object, 
they have still another difficulty; there is the other 
edge of the sword. Vindex tells us, that the Slaves do 
not perform one-third of the work of English labourers. 
Iu this, I have no doubt, he is right, it agrees so exactly 
with what Joshua Steele states. He found that six men, 
with the hope of reward, would perform as much work 
as eighteen would do under the whip. Vindex is con- 
sistent, for he tells us, that if East India Sugars are 
admitted on equal terms, the West Indians * will be 
ruined. If he had said the system of Slavery would be 
ruined, I should exactly agree with him; but I do not 
believe the West India Proprietors would be rained: 
on the' contrary, I should rather think, tbat.jf they were 
driven to it by necessity, they would adopt the system 
of Steele, the system which operates on the people of 
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England ; and then I should be more inclined to expect, 
according to Vindexs own account, that, instead of 
being ruined by the change, they would obtain three 
times as much Sugar as they now do. This point seems 
very nearly set at rest between us; and the advocates 
of Slavery will find it bard work to persuade the people 
of England, that there is any scriptural command which 
obliges them to pay, as they are now doing, for the sup- 
port of a system of snch acknowledged folly. 

As to Vindex't second letter, I must, for the present, 
refer him to the sentiments of Pitt, Fox, &c. on the sub- 
ject of the abolition of Slavery, in a " Review of some 
of the arguments, 'with a statement of opinions which 
have been expressed on that subject." 

I shall now call your attention to an account of the 
Slave Population in most of the British Colonies, for 
the years 1817 and 1820-1. Slaves have been removed 
from some of the other Colonies to Demerara and 
Trinidad; some have also been removed from the 
Bahamas (not included in this statement) to Demerara ; 
and, on the other band, there will have been some, 
manumissions in this period. 

1817. 1820-1. Decrease. 

Antigua 13,269 .... 11,051 .... 1,210 

Berbice 13,735 .... 23,1B0 .... 515 

Demerara 77,867 77,178 .... 491 

Dominies 17,957 .... 10,654 .... 1,401 

Grenada 28,034 35,677 .... 2,847 

Jamaica 347,069 341,862 .... 6,207 

Montseratt 6,610 6,505 105 

Nevis 0,003 .... 9,261 143 

St. Kiii'it 20,117 .... 19,517 .... 920- 

St. Lticla '.. 15.50S 11,794 3,099 

St. Vincent 85,255 .... 24,252 1,00*. 

Tobago 15,470 14,581 ....' 889 

Trinidad 35,941 .... 23,557 .... 2,404 

Virgin Is!af>d».... 6309 .... 6,167 .... 789 
652,719 681,618 19,108 

Barbados 77,491 .... 78,146 - — Incre**t,6S) 
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Though the increase in Barbados is very small, only- 
abont one per cent in three years, it forms a striking 
exception to the other Colonies, and the cause of it is a 
subject for serious inquiry. One, thing is certain, that 
a much greater proportion of the Proprietors reside in 
Barbados than in the other Colonies, which, in my 
opinion, is quite sufficient to account for this difference. 
If the other Colonies, in which there has been a loss 
of 19,103, had increased in the same proportion as 
Barbados, 7,185 would have been added to their popu- 
lation, making a difference altogether of 36,281, or 8,760 
per annum, which, at £50 each, make £438,000, or very 
nearly 3s. 9rf. per cwt on 160,000 tons of Sugar. It is 
plain the Barbados Planters can afford to sell their 
Sugars 3s. 9rf. per cwt lower, on account of the better 
treatment of their Slaves ; and it is full time that wo 
object to pay, by bounties, the expense of this waste 
of human life. 

In Trinidad, there appears a considerable reduction 
in the number of Slaves; whilst we find the coloured 
people, who, I suppose, are tree, have increased from 
7,066 in 1813 to 13,388 in 1831. During that period, 
a considerable number, who bad joined the British 
standard, were carried thither from the United States, 
and there have, probably, been soma manumissions; 
but, after all, there has been a great increase in the free 
people, and a decrease in the Slaves. , Those writers, 
Vindex, See., who profess to be enemies of Slavery, 
would render a great service to the cause of its aboli- 
tion, if they would procure and publish farther informa- 
tion from this island on this interesting subject 

In the year 1776, Samuel Nottingham manumitted 
twenty-five Slaves in Tortola. These were visited in 
1833: their conduct had been uniformly good, and their 
numbers had increased from twenty-five to forty-three. 
Ou this interesting subject, more hereafter. 
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The inequality of the sexes can no longer be generally 
pleaded. In Demcrara, there is a considerable dif- 
ference. About one-eighth of the population consists 
of an excess of males ; but, at their present ages, three- 
eighths of one per cent, would be a huge annual allow- 
ance for decrease on the whole population of Demerara 
on that account In many of the islands the numbers 
are nearly equal; and, in Jamaica, in the year 1817, 
there were seventy-four females more than males. 

Here, then, we see a great waste of human life still going 
on in the Colonies. We see that when the Slaves are made 
free they obey the laws of their nature, and the commands 
of their Creator; they increase and multiply : and whose 
fault is it that the Slaves do not also? No doubt many 
of those connected with the Colonies have been ignorant 
of these facts ; but let me call upon them seriously to 
consider the duties and responsibilities of their situation. 
Let me call upon the people of this country at large to 
consider, how they can continue to contribute, by 
bounties, to the expense of such waste of human life. 

I do not complain of the decrease of Slaves from any 
wish that there should be a greater number of the 
- human race held in this degraded state, because I agree 
in the opinion expressed by "Mr. Ward,* now Lord 
Dudley and Ward, himself a large proprietor of Slaves, 
whose numbers have continued, regularly and rapidly, 
to increase under his benign and paternal management. 
' It was a fact,' he observed, ' which needed no evidence 
to support it, that the human race was prevented by 
nothing but ILL TREATMENT from multiplying as fast 
in the West Indies as in any other country where the 
bounty of nature was not cramped by mischievous insti- 
tutions." This ill treatment has also kept Slavery 
in existence, by keeping down a population which 

• See Review beforemeutioned. 
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would otherwise hare increased to the full extent of the 
demand for labour, when these "claims to servitude 
would not hare been worth enforcing," and then Slavery 
would have fallen of itself. 

May we not ask, what has been done by the Planters 
towards the abolition of Slavery? A generation has 
nearly passed away since the enormities of this system 
were first exposed to the English nation ; and a new 
race has risen up to be the subjects of this shamefully 
protracted preparation for freedom. Surely the time 
is come for the nation to inquire into the subject, and 
to protest against the payment of bounties for the sup- 
port of such a system. 

By a correspondent in the United States, I was 
informed, that the abolition of the African Slave Trade 
was general in the United States, as the act of par- 
ticular States, prior to the year 1790, and was abolished. 
by the general Government as soon as, by the constitu- 
tion, it had the power to do it, in 1808. The State of 
South Carolina re-opened its ports a short time prior 
to that period. Now, I have shown, in "the effects of 
high and low prices on the condition of Slaves," that, 
from 1790 to 1800, the increase of the Slave Population 
was 38 j per cent.; from 1800 to 1810, 33} per cent; 
and from 1810 to 1820, 28} per cent* The marked 
difference in the. middle period I there attribute to 
importation, and 1 also concluded, that the manumission . 
of about 100,000 Slaves,+ in these thirty years, would 
fully equal the importation. I was the more confirmed 
in this opinion from the information, from several parts 
of the United States, of the actual natural increase 

■ It is probable,! nail error may have been committed in this state- 
ment, which Mtrcator calls 8,000 : this, however, can make bnt *ery 
little difference in the scale of increase. 

t It. 1790, the free Negroes were 69,266; in 1630, I hey were 113,198, 
being an increue of 174,149, of whom, it is reasonable to snppose, 100,000 
at least moat have been manumitted. 
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agreeing very nearly with these statistical accounts, and 
from knowing, that, in the earlier part of that period, 
the Americans could have little temptation to import 
Slaves, from the low value of their produce. Suppos- 
ing, however, the allowance I have made for importa- 
tion to be too small, and there is no certainty unless we 
bad an account of them, still I shall be able to show, 
that even if more Slaves were imported than I have 
supposed prior to 1808, and that we confine the com- 
parison to the rate of increase between 1810 and 1820, 
it will make no great difference. 

The Slave Population of Jamaica being, in 1790, about 250,000 

These, increasing at the rate of 28 j per cent, in ten 

years, would have been, hi 1820 630,416 

To which adding the importation 108,786 

Makes a total of 719,230 

The number in Jamaica, in 1820, 1 bad supposed to be 

345,262; it only proved to be 341,862 

Showing a decrease of 377,388 

which in the other mode of estimate I had called 400,000 ; 
bat to this I might have added, without any exaggera- 
tion, the natural increase on the imported Slaves ; which 
I estimate would have made about 120,000 more. How 
happens it, that this omission has escaped Mercator? 
In speaking of the waste of life attendant on this system, 
I might have made a large addition for the various 
losses, from their being torn from their homes in Africa 
to their landing in the West Indies. It will now be 
seen what ground there is to charge me with a dispo- 
sition to exaggerate. 

Can it be supposed, that Mercator was ignorant of, 
or did he intentionally omit to notice, a notoriously 
extensive Slave Trade and emigration from -Virginia, 
Maryland, &c. to those States where the Slaves have so 



Digits b y Google 



80 

rapidly increased, and which Slave Trade is repeatedly 
mentioned ia my previous statements, which be pro- 
fesses to have examined? And it would be just as 
likely to smuggle a cargo of foreign com into the 
county of Norfolk, as a cargo of foreign Slaves into 
Virginia or Maryland: the slave-breeders would be 
equally hostile to the one, as the corn-growers to the 
other. 

Did Mercaior not know, or did he not choose to 
notice, that I had mentioned the fact of the importation 
of Slaves into the United States, and had made a rea- 
sonable allowance for it? Was it intention or inatten- 
tion which led him to leave unnoticed my omitting to 
calculate the increase of the Slaves imported into 
Jamaica? 

When speaking of the disproportion of males and 
females, was he ignorant of the fact, that in Jamaica, 
to which island this discussion referred, there were 74 
females more than males ? 

This writer charges me with not noticing the law 
respecting the food of the Bahama Islands, If I had 
known of it, and it had any thing to do with the law of 
the Leeward Islands, I should have done wrong to omit 
it . I am glad it has been brought forward, because it 
is another proof of the inadequacy of the allowance by 
the amelioration law ; and though I have not seen an 
account of the population of the Bahamas, yet I under- 
stand this better supply of food is indicated by some 
increase in their numbers. 

The law by which a Slave may suffer death for the 
commission of crimes which his master's cruelty may 
have compelled him to commit, is not confined to the 
Bahamas, though it may be the case with respect to the 
provision by which, it seems, it was intended to inquire' 
into the causa .of his crime 'Biter his execution; bat it' 
is enough if he is to he hung for his master's crime, ami 
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is' immaterial to the poor creatine whether that fact is 
ascertained before or after his execution. A law to the 
same effect did, and, ' I believe, does still, exist in 
Barbados ;* bat it is only since I wrote that letter that 
I hare seen an extract of the Vade Mecnm of 
Demerara. In sneaking of compensation for the loss 
of Slaved sentenced to capital punishment, it adds: 
" And that it shall not have appeared on the trial, that 
ill treatment or neglect, on the part of their masters, 
had any share in leading them to the commission of 
the crimes for which they are sentenced to suffer, as in 
such case the proprietor will not be entitled to compen- 
sation." Of course, this provision has no meaning, if 
they were intended to be pardoned ; it has no meaning 
unless tltey do actually suffer. This is under date 3d 
November, 1808, and will not be considered obsolete 
law. Was Mercator ignorant of the existence of this 
law? 

I had written a short reply to T. F., but the appear- 
ance of his second letter renders its publication 
unnecessary. It may be safely left to the common sense 
of the public, whether Christianity, and the golden rule 
of doing to others as we would that they should do to 
us, can be so twisted and managed as to sanction 7*. 

' F. in the purchase of a Slave whom he knew to have 
been obtained by the most diabolical means, and, when 

' be had so purchased him, still to withhold from him bis 
just and natural rights. If this rule can be made to 
sanction such things, what crimes are there that Chris- 
tianity forbids? I can have no objection to his giving 
farther publicity to any thing the Anti-slavery Society 
have written. 

If I were somewhat behind in my replies where my 
opponents are three to one, it would be excusable; but 

■ActofBarhado»,No.S29. Section IB. P. C. Rep. psrtB. AppandU. 
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the account I have now given of a decrease in the Slave- 
Population is a sufficient confirmation of the recent facta 
stated in " Negro ^Slavery," even if combated by men 
avowing their names, and still more are they sufficient 
to refute the bold, but unsupported, assertions of a 
nameless writer. 

JAMES CROPPER. 



To the EDITOR of the LIVERPOOL COURIER. 



So, Mr. Cropper has, at length, found something in my 
letter, of the 19th ult., deserving reply ; and he proceeds 
to inform us, that if the acquisition of wealth had been 
his object, he would not " have given up the lucrative 
part of his business to acquire that wealth in a thorny 
path." But, however thorny, and perhaps crooked, he 
has found the path, I must take the liberty of following 
him and inquiring into the facts. He told us, that be 
had retired from bis American business, though he does 
not even yet say when; but, in so retiring, it is under- 
stood that he transferred it, with its concomitant sins, 
(as be views it,) to bis sons, for whose benefit he had 
previously been labouring ; they, I presume, being now 
considered competent to labour for themselves. Then, 
as to the phrase " lucrative :" what that means he must 
know best ; but we all know, at the same time, that there 
are many in Liverpool who have found what is termed 
the American commission trade far from profitable. I 
wish not to pry into the private concerns of Mr. Cropper 
or of any other gentleman ; but, when he tells us of the 
sacrifices he has made on public grounds, I hold it my 



Digitized by GOO^k' 



83 

duty to inquire into the facts. He also informs us, that 
he refused to join with the West Indians in an applica- ' 
tion to Government for an alteration in the lav which ' 
regulates the drawback on refined Sugar, an alteration 
which, they thought, would hare been more equitable 
than the present system, and more favourable to both 
the East and West India importer ; namely, to return 
to Mr. Vansittarf s Act, which was, I think, -repealed in 
1815, at the request of the sugar-refiners. I ask Mr. 
Cropper, whether he was not then of opinion, that such 
an application had no chance of success? Bat, if such 
had not been his opinion, whether he would not rather 
have sacrificed his own interests, as an importer of East 
India Sngar, than that the West India Planters should, 
in any respect, have been benefited by the measure? 

Mr. Cropper next enters into a long, obscure, com- 
plicated, and, to me, almost unintelligible argument, of 
which the object seems to be, to justify his agency for 
tile Sale of Cotton, Bice, Tobacco, and other produce, 
the fruits of the labour of Slaves. In the course of it, 
he asks what would otherwise become of the multitudes 
who raise and manufacture, as well as those who are 
now accustomed to oonsume, those commodities? I 
agree with the answer he gives to this question. It is 
highly proper, that the consumers should continue to 
be supplied, and amply too. But, then, how does this 
justify his conduct? Where is the necessity for Mr. 
Cropper or his emancipating friends (who, by the by, 
appear never to lose sight of themselves in the coarse 
of their exertions) being the agents for this produce, 
unless they like it ? Are there not abundance of others, 
equally competent, engaged in the trade who can and 
will carry it on, whether Mr. Cropper or hjs friends may 
be disposed to do so or not? Bat to this proposition 
these emancipating gentlemen answer, " No;" and add, 
" If we retire, ttie object we aim at cannot be effected, 
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unless you alio retire with 08!" Sorely this is an effort, 
of vanity and egotism such as could hardly have been 
expected from so modest and benevolent a quarter. Bat 
it has its parallel in the proposition which, Mr. Cropper 
tells ns, he made to what he calls " The Anti-slavery 
Society in London/' " to put himself in the trout of their 
battleT I cannot conjecture what benefit this was to 
confer on them, unless he expected to be of use in 
covering their retreat, which the just feelings of the 
country are now inducing many of them to commence ; 
nor am I sorry to understand, that several members have 
already withdrawn from his' abolition society here. 

Mr. Cropper dwells much on the presumed support 
which,- he says, this country gives to the West India 
Colonies ; and he again attempts to show, that a bounty 
is given in the drawback on refined. Sugar when 
exported. I have shown, that it is unimportant, 
temporary, and incidental to low;- prices; that in North. 
America, where republican jealousy looks to undue 
preferences, with the strictest scrutiny, five times the 
amount that can, in any case, be received here is cheer- 
fully conceded for the protection of their Sugar 
Planters i but of this he has not found it convenient to 
take any notice. I have also shown, that no consider- 
able supply of Sugar can be depended on, under any 
circumstances short of the destruction of our West India 
Colonies, from our possessions in India; and I must, 
therefore, conclude, that it is the 'protection against 
foreign Sugars that Mr. Cropper is desirous of with- 
drawing, in order to reduce the price here. If so, let 
him honestly avow it, and state the reasons why he pre- 
fers Sugars made in foreign countries, not only, also, 
by Slaves, bat where the Slave Trade flourishes in full 
and horrifying vigour, to those made in British Colonies. 
I shall then be ready to meet and discuss the merits of 
his plan and his motives for recommending it But 
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even there the protection U nominal; Our growth 
exceeds oar consumption; and, as the surplus must 
be exported, the price obtained in the foreign market 
necessarily governs the price of the whole consumed , 
here. If Mr. Cropper means to contend for such prin- 
ciples, then he most be prepared to extend them in every 
case where the agriculture or manufactures of this 
country are concerned. The West India Planters deny, 
that any protection is afforded to them beyond what they 
are well and in justice entitled to; bat they loudly and 
justly claim to be protected from the dangers to which 
their lives and properties have been exposed, by the 
propagation of the false principles, chimerical views, 
and inflammatory proceedings of Mr. Cropper and his 
emancipating associates ; and this, they do not doubt, 
the judgment of the Legislature,, the good sense of the 
Government, and the voice of the country will afford 
them. 

Mr. Cropper has ventured to resume the subject of 
East India Sugar, and complains, that I only quoted a 
part of the passage in his letter to Mr. Wilberforce. 
I thought I had . transcribed quite enough for his 
purpose ; but I am content, as he, wishes it, to quote 
the whole. The cost of the Sugar which the East India 
Company bought, in 1798, was, he toys, 19s. per cwt 
at Calcutta. At that period, the monopoly was in fall 
action; the Company were the only European buyers; 
and the rate of freight to England was from 25s. to 30s. 
per cwt. The growth was limited, and no quantity worth 
notice, bad it been wanted, could hare been procured. 
But what has this to do with the occurrences of the 
present day, which we are now discussing? He goes 
on to inform Mr. Wilberforce, that this price, (19s.)' at 
the present exchange, would not exceed 16s. Gd. I 
ask him, why did he quote the price at all, if it was 
not to show, that we might be supplied on such terms. 
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contending, as ho was, for cheap Sugars? But he 
immediately shrinks from the fact, and will not inform 
as what the price then actually was, though it was the 
only thing we had to do with, and respecting which he 
was, and is, so well able to inform as. I think his ship, 
the Albion, loaded Sngar, at Calcutta, very early in 
1822, when he had all the advantage of the low 
exchange in his favour. Let him tell Mr. Wilberforce 
and the public, what that Sugar cost him on board, 
and I will readily admit it as evidence, instead of his 
putting forward a price tatd to have been paid by the 
company twenty-five years ago, of which no evidence, 
beyond his assertion, is offered, and which does not, in 
any case, bear on the question before us. He has also 
made an ingenious discovery of the way by which I 
meant to protect the conclusion I came to. Of this, 
I assure him, I was not before aware, nor do I now 
mean to avail myself of it, willingly resigning to him 
both the advantage and the merit of it 

Mr. Cropper refers me to an expression used by him 
in one of his letters to Mr. Wilberforce, somewhat simi- 
lar to that which I extracted from the Mercury, in 
which he avows his conviction of the injury that would 
be done to Slaves by giving them their freedom, before 
they are in a fit state to receive ft I most readily give 
him all the benefit of having done so, for he then stood 
just as ,much in need of it to defend himself from the 
charge I brought against him as he does now. The sus- 
picion of motive which I expressed applied then, equally 
at now, to his agency for the sale of produce the pro- 
duction of slave labour, and leaves the case unaltered. 
I assure Mr. Cropper, that I did not, and do not, mean to 
deal in insinuations ; but to speak out plainly the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, whether he 
may like it or not and however he may attempt to 
construe it 
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I had written thus far, when I received and read Mr. 
Cropper's letter, in the Mercury of to-day. If further 
evidence were wanting of the determined cullibility of 
this gentleman, how amply he affords it in his repetition 
of the idle and unfounded reports of the fruits of Mr. 
Steele's system fpr the management of his estates in 
Barbados, and on which he lays such unmerciful weight! 
But, lest he should chnse to call in question the authen- 
ticity of the letter on this subject, of which I furnished 
a copy in my last, I have now the authority of the writer 
to give his name, Edmuad Haynes, Esq., which, I be- 
lieve, I have only to mention, in order to ensure the 
1 credit and respect to which he is so well entitled. 

It appears to be Mr. Cropper's system to reject all 
evidence which does not suit his purpose, or correspond 
with the creed he has adopted ; he seems determined, at 
all hazards, to adhere to it. Let as many of his friends 
and late, coadjutors desert, or even tnrn against him as 
may, and as they have done, still he shuts his mind 
against conviction. I shall, therefore, leave him to 
dream on, and address myself to your readers, trusting 
that they will be found open to conviction, under the 
influence of facts, and of inferences and arguments fairly 
drawn from them. . 

It must be evident to every one, that whilst -Mr. Crop- 
per dwells, with so much apparent triumph and satis- 
faction, on the conclusions he works himself np to, on 
the comparative state of increase in the Slave Popula- 
tion of par Colonies, he throws behind him the causes 
which have controlled it, wherever they do not suit his 
purpose. Thus, where he finds there is any thing like 
an equality in the sexes, he does not inform you, that 
the great proportion of the African Negroes are far ad- 
vanced in years ; that most of the women are past child- 
hearing; that the natural tendency to propagation had 
been generally destroyed by promiscuous intercourse, 
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■to which the Africans were so much addicted, and from 
which they could not be restrained ; that of the Creole 
Population, the greatest proportion were still under 
twenty years of age; that in onr Colonies the Slave 
' Trade had only been sixteen years abolished, whilst in 
' the middle and Northern States' of the American Union 
it had been so for near fifty years ; that very few 
Africans remain there; and that a due proportion of 
the Creole race having, for a long time, been well ad- 
' vanced in years, there has been nothing in the way to 
interrupt their natural increase. And here I cannot but 
observe, how very amusing it is to notice the manner in 
which he flounders about, whilst he is working himself 
up to ask the question, " Whether he exaggerates." I 
again answer, "Yes, most abominably, of which the 
public will judge." 

Mr. Cropper is angry with me for not having cor- 
rected a blunder which, he says, he fell into in estimat- 
ing the number of Slaves in Jamaica. In truth, I knew 
nothing of it;- bat I am now so accustomed to his blun- 
ders, (if he prefers that title for them,) that none be 
makes can surprise me. I have taken little notice of 
what he has advanced respecting that island in particu- 
lar, because my information with regard to it was limited, 
and the subject was in better bands. I referred him to 
- those gentlemen who bad published their sentiments, 
' accompanied by documents to support them ; sentiments 
and documents which could not bnt convey both infor- 
mation and satisfaction to those who were willing to 
: receive them. If any information be still wanting, I 
'doubt not that Mr. Cropper's correspondent, Vindex, 
will, with his nsual ability, set him right on such points. 
Mr. Cropper charges me with ignorance, or something 
worse, in not being aware of what he calls a " notorious 

■ emigration of Slaves from Virginia and Maryland to the 

■ other States." I plead guilty; I have- seen no doca- 



Digitlzecl by GOOglc 



meats, no evidence to establish such a fact, or to show 
its extent Mr. Cropper does not produce or offer any, 
but seems, as usual, to expect we are to take bis asser- 
tions (roundly made, I admit) for such ; but, in this case, 
I must beg to be excused, since, after telling ns " the 
increase in the Slave Population in America was from 
natural causes and good management alone," he now 
comes forward to state his belief, that, perhaps, some 
100,000 Negroes . were imported. This, however, he 
tries to set off by manumitted Slaves. Now I will men- 
tion, by way of illustration, that the whole increase, in 
the number of the free people of colour in the United 
Slates, from 1810 to 1820, was from 186,000 to 236,000. 
I leave it to Mr, Cropper to inform us, with his usual 
accuracy, what proportion of the 50,000, or about five 
per cent, per annum of increase, was " from natural 
causes and good management alone," and what from 
manumissions. 

Neither do I think I am justly called upon to give 
implicit credit to the assertions' of one, however angry 
he may be with me for not doing so, who first endeavours 
to cajole the public into a belief, that they may be sup- 
plied with Sugar from Bengal at 3d. per pound, includ- 
ing 6s. 9d. per cwt. duty, and who, when he finds his 
sophistry exposed and his ground become altogether 
untenable, turns round and tells us, he will bring it at 
that price from the Brazils! But in this, too, he is mis- 
taken, were it worth while, as it is not, to discuss the 
merits of a statement which forms no part of the ques- 
tion at issue between us. ■,-. 

The other subjects of general abuse, calumny, and 
misrepresentation, renewed and repeated for the hun- 
dredth .time in Mr. Cropper's two last letters, founded ■ 
on old, obsolete, or repealed laws, party prejudices, 
anonymous publications, and the reports of hired emis- 
saries, have been repeatedly answered and disposed of; 
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bat stilt he resorts to them, and, like the sinking man, 
catches at a straw to save himself. They have been all 
too often repeated, and as often repelled by the evidence 
of facts, to merit or receive any farther attention. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

MERCATOR. 

Liverpool, December 12, 1823. 



To the EDITORS of the LIVERPOOL MERCURY. 

At last this long-talked-of refutation of the state- 
ments of Joshua Steele has come to light It is now 
stated, that he f* superintended the management under 
what was called the copyhold system, from 1780 to 1797. 
In that time the Slaves decreased from 262 to 240, 
The account -then adds, Mr. Steele was a well-meaning, 
good man; but, for some time before his death, bis 
affairs became so involved, that his credit was gone, 
and his estate deep in debt Suits in Chancery were 
afterwards- commenced, when the system was aban- 
doned altogether." 

The reader of this article would very naturally be led 
to suppose, that under J. Steele's improved management 
the Negroes had decreased, and that, in consequence, 
his affairs became involved. Let us, then, see the plain 
fact, as it has already been published, and which this 
statement was intended to refute. 

In Clarkson's Thoughts, it is said his concerns were- 
"' so ndnoos, not only in a pecuniary point of view, but 
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ai they related to what Mr. Steele called the destruc- 
tion of hie Negroes, that he resolved, though then at the 
advanced age of eighty, to go there and to look into his 
affairs himself." He arrived there early in 1990. 

Between the years 1780 and 1788, he seems to have 
been occupied in making himself master of the system, 
when he began to make his improvements. The first 
was the disuse of the whip. In about another year, he 
tried whether he could not obtain the labour of his 
Negroes by voluntary means, instead of the old method 
of violence; and the result was, that six Negroes with 
the premium did more work than eighteen Negroes 
under the whip. In 1785, ho adopted the system of 
working by the piece. - In the year 1788, he erected his 
plantation into manors, aud his Slaves were made copy- 
hold bondsmen. 

It most have been about this time when the following 
communication was made : " In reply to the 17th of the 
queries from his Excellency Governor Parry, answered 
by the Honourable Joshua Steele, a Planter of 1068 
acres, in the 'parishes of St John, St Philip, and St. 
George, .in the Island of Barbados. On a plantation of 
386 Slaves, in June, 1780, viz. 90 men, 83 women, 56 
boys, and 60 girls, by the exertions of an able and 
honest manager there were only 15 births, and no lesa 
than 57 deaths in three years and three months. An 
alteration was made in the mode of governing the 
Slaves : the whips were taken from all the white ser- 
vants; all arbitrary punishments were abolished; and 
all offences were tried and sentence passed by a Negro 
court. In four years and three months, under this 
change of government, there were 44 births, and only 
41 deaths, of which 10 deaths were superannuated men 
end -women, and past labour, some above eighty years 
old. But, in the same interval, the annual net clear- 
ance of the estate was above three times more than it 
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had been for ten years before." In the year 1790, about 
a year after the last part of his plan had been put to 
trial, he says, in a letter to Dr. Dickson, " My copy- 
holders have succeeded beyond ray expectation." This 
was his last letter; for he died in the beginning of the 
next year, and not in 1797, as has been stated. 

It appears, then, by Joshua Steele's own account, that 
for three years and three months after bis arrival, in 
1780, the old system was continued, and that there were 
forty-two deaths more than births; and that, by the 
improved system, in four years and three months after- 
wards, there had been three births more than deaths, 
making a reduction of thirty-nine in the number of his 
Negroes, during his residence, so far as we have any 
account ; though an increase of three, after the new 
plan of management had been adopted. His concerns 
were in a ruinous. state before he left England; what 
but their being so could induce an old man, at eighty, 
to leave his native country ? He lived long enough to 
establish the fact, that Negroes may be at once raised 
in the scale of being, with vast advantage to their 
masters ; but he did not live long enough to retrieve the 
previously ruinous state of his circumstances. 

There is one question which must, on first view, occur 
to every one : — If this plan really succeeded so well, 
why has it not been generally adopted ? To this Mer- 
cator has furnished a most satisfactory reply. If (as he 
says) the Negroes of his friend have increased from 62 
in the year 1797, to 102 in the year 1816, I ask why has 
not this example been followed? The answer to both 
is very plain : that so long as we- give the Planters 
bounties to enable them to persevere in a bad system, 
they will not take the trouble to improve it. 

We are told, if the Negroes are made free, they 
will be unwilling to work. An unwillingness to work, 
without an object, is equally common to Whites as to 



Digitized by GOOgk 



S3 

Blacks ; bat let those poor beings be made acquainted 
with the comforts of life, and they will work for them 
as other men do. Amongst many other proofs of the 
good condnct of emancipated Negroes, are the American 
Slaves, who joined the British standard in the late war, 
and who are now settled in Trinidad, " where, under 
the protection of S. R. Woodford, the Governor, they 
are earning their subsistence," Mr. Wilberforce informs 
ns, " with so much industry and good conduct as to 
have put to silence all the calumnies which were first 
urged against the measure." 

To this I will only add one of the resolutions of a 
Committee of the House of Assembly, of Grenada', 
" that this committee is of opinion, that the free coloured 
inhabitants of this island are a respectable, well-behaved 
class of the community, and possessed of considerable 
property in the Colony." 

With respect to the benefit of low prices of slave- 
cultivated produce to the condition of Slaves, I may 
just say, when such produce sells high, the Planters 
can afford to buy both Slaves and provisions ; but, if 
such produce sell so low as that they have no money 
to spare, it is equally clear, that they must cease to 
buy them. If the cultivation of Sugar was leas pro- 
fitable than the cultivation of provisions, they would 
cultivate instead of buying provisions, and their Slaves 
would be better supplied. If they could not afford to 
cultivate with half-fed Negroes, they would, of course, 
feed them better, and then their numbers would in- 
crease. It is equally clear, that if the price of produce 
was so low that they could not afford to hold men in 
Slavery, they would raise them to the condition of free- 
men, when they would do three times as much work ; 
and so, from stage to stage, the competition of free 
labour and its attendant low prices would gradually 
produce amelioration in the condition of the Slaves, 
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and fit them for that freedom which it would become 
the interest of their masters to give them. It has never 
been denied, that a reduction in the price «f produce 
may cause the Slave to suffer with the master, until he 
makes the change to which he will, at last, be compelled 
to resort, or to be rained. 

. If facts of ill treatment, corroborated as they are by 
the decrease of the Slave Popnlatiqn, are not enough 
to satisfy every unbiassed mind, the fact that the Slaves 
are held in Slavery remains undisputed; and, in the 
language of an old abolitionist, I will only say, if a 
man had stolen my horse, it would be no satisfaction to 
me if he proved that he fed him well and worked him 
easily; I want the restoration of .my horse, and the 
Slave of his own person: still less should I be satisfied, 
if the man who wrongfully held mybwsft required from 
me (as the Slave-holders are doing from the people of 
England) a contribution to enable him to keep him. 

Bat Vindex and Mercator have given us some facts 
which must not be forgotten. It seems Slaves can in- 
crease in the West Indies. nearly as fast as they do in 
America; say, at the rate of about twenty-fise per eeni. in 
ten years. . . If this is compared with Jamaica, for the last 
thirty years, during the whole of which time . the . enor- 
mities of this system have been known, it will be found, 
that the population .of that island ought to have been 
doable what it now is; and, as. we.have no reason to sup- 
pose, that the treatment in., the other Colonies has .been 
generally better, we may conclude,, that,., under such 
treatment as. on the estate in question, the population 
of the whole Colonies would have beeu ; inore than-doo- 
bled ; and where there was land sufficient* .a vast increase 
of produce, as we have seen of Cotton in thu. United 
States, must have been the consequence; and. where 
the population were more than enough for the employ* 
ment, as must have been tie case in many, or most, of 
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the islands. Slaves would have been no more saleable 
(unless they were permitted to be. sold to some other 
place) than men and women are in this country or Ire- 
land ; for, if their masters had no employment for them, 
" claims to servitude would not have been worth en- 
forcing." Thus a vast increase of produce, and, in the 
islands where* the quantity of land is limited, ultimate 
freedom, must nave followed this better treatment. The 
fertile and extensive soils of Demerara would have been 
receiving supplies of free labourers from the islands, 
and would have produced Sugar on terms fearing no 
competition. - 

From the preceding facts, we are forced on the con- 
clusion, that the ill treatment of the Slaves has kept 
down the number of the Slave Population, and the' 
quantity of produce, and, consequently, kept up its 
pride. The conduct of the Dutch has been long repro- 
bated, who destroyed their spices to keep op the price ; 
but we are giving bounties for the support of a system 
which keeps np the ' price of Sugar, by destroying the 
lives or preventing the existence of oar fellow-creatures. 
I know this charge on the system is strong, but is. it not 
true 1 Let those who may hitherto have been ignorant of 
the nature of -the system with which they have been con- 
nected, examine for themselves, and they will soon be 
convinced, that they have not done all in their power for 
the amelioration and extinction of this odious system; 
they will soon be convinced, that the people of England 
will not suffer it to continue. Let them, then, unite their 
efforts with the friends of the cause for its earliest 
practicable abolition. Let them seek remuneration 
whilst the country are disposed to meet their claims 
with liberality ; and let this not be delayed until their 1 
manifest neglect will be thrown into the opposite scale, 
and their claims only met with even-handed justice. 
JAMES CROPPER. 
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To th* EDITORS of the LIVERPOOL MERCUR Y. 

Gentlemen, 

I havb postponed noticing your exposition of the views 
and objects aimed at by those who think with you o« 
the subject of emancipating the Slaves in our Colonies, 
as published in your paper of the 5th instant, in the 
hope that some one more competent might be induced 
to do so. As mis, however, has not yet been done to 
my knowledge, I will no longer delay stating, as briefly 
as the nature of the subject will admit, what I conceive 
to be the sentiments generally entertained by the West 
India Planters on the different points put forward in 
yonr journal, and in the order you have placed them 
before the public. 

Tour first is, " To remove all obstructions to the 
manumission of Slaves." 

In answer to mis proposition, it is to be observed, 
that the chief, if not the only obstruction in the way of 
manumissions in our Colonies, is, the security generally 
required, thai the Slave, when made tree, Shall not after- 
wards require support from the community. In this 
respect, the relation between Master and Slave resem- 
bles, in some degree, that between husband and wife. 
The husband is bound to support his wife : so is the 
master to support and take care of his Slave, in health, 
in sickness, and in old age ; but, if he gives or sells his 
Slave's freedom, the master, when bis Slave is no longer 
able to labour, or incompetent or unwilling .to provide 
for himself, is released from his responsibilities, which 
are transferred to the community, who are bound to 
give relief to the Slave. It is for protection against 
suob claims, that security, or the payment of a reason- 
able sum of money, is required ; and which must, I think, 
be admitted to be just and reasonable. 
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Tour second is, " To cause Slaves to cease to be 

chattels in the eye of the law." 

The title of the West India Planters to their property 
in their Slaves is as valid as the law of this land can 
make it ; and, if that property is to be interfered with 
or disturbed, to satisfy public feelings or interests, that 
public is bound to make fall compensation to the 
Planters, as is the universal practice in all cases of 
interference with private property, for public purposes. 
If Slaves are no longer to be chattels, their, owners 
would be deprived of an important portion of the 
interest they now have in their property, because they 
could not then dispose of them as at present, by removal 
from one plantation to another, which circumstances 
occasionally make necessary. Buyers can generally 
be found for part of a gang, when none can be met with - 
for the whole, either with or without the soil to which 
they had been attached. If this chattel-right is taken 
away, compensation mast be- given for the loss in 
value which would ensue, if that is provided for by the' 
legislature, on principles clear, just, and explicit, to be 
paid, not by hypothetical systems for creating indirect 
and precarious means of remuneration, as is the case 
with all that have yet been suggested by the promoters 
of emancipation, but in money, or its equivalent In 
the meantime, the Planters are not wanting, on their 
part, to meet this objection, by such means as are in 
their power, without making undue sacrifices. Their 
Slaves, when sold, are generally disposed of together, 
or in very large lots, so as to preserve for them much 
of the same society to which they bad been accustomed ; 
and in no case can a family be separated. 

Your third proposition is, " To prevent Slaves from 
being gold from Colony to Colony, or otherwise trans- 
ferred, except with the land to which they belong." 



Digitized by GOOglc 



08 

The answer to this proposition has, in a great mea- * 
rare, been anticipated by the preceding. The removal 
of Slaves from one Colony to another is also provided 
for, and placed on what is considered satisfactory foot- 
ing, by Dr. Lashington's Bill, which was brought in 
and, I flunk, passed in the last Session of Parliament* 
But; certainly, much of the apprehension expressed by 
- Ibis proposition is imaginary : for do we not dairy see 
o£r countrymen removing from one clime to another, in 
inarch of the means Cor supporting life, without murmur 
#lVCftTOplaint? 

■-'-Tho next proposal is, " To give the Slaves a real 
Sunday ;. and to allot them, consequently, time, in some 
other part of the week, sufficient to cultivate their pro- 
vision grounds." 

This proposition appears to be founded in an igno- 
rance of facts, as well as the practice as it now exists. 

In all our Colonies flic food for the Slaves is provided 
by ihenaster, and at his" expense. ' Where it is done by 
"the labour of the Slaves, that labour is included In the 
ordinary work of the estate. In some Colonies more 
time is required' for this purpose than in others ; as, for 
instance, Barbados, where, on an average, above one- 
third of the time employed ibr labour is occupied in the 
cultivation of provisions for the support of the Slaves; 
but, in all, they are permitted, during their extra hours, 
to raise pigs, poultry, fruit, Vegetables,- fee, which they 
carry to market, and dispose of for their sole benefit. 
. These markets they have, from choice, generally 
held on the Sunday; but, in most of the Colonies, and 
Jamaica in particular, they have a whole working da;y 
given to them, once a fortnight, for that purpose. 
Hitherto the Negroes generally have shown little 

* I find thii bill did not past the Lards, kuuia late in the Sswion 
•eforaitfotlbere; bnt It will be introduced *gain in tnt nut 
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disposition to attend Divine worship, or to receive reli- 
gions instruction. Where it was otherwise, a> on the 
east coast of Demerara, it has been ascertained, that 
other objects were discussed, at or after their prayer 
meetings, which produced the insurrection there. Bat 
no good or valid objection can exist to the Sabbath 
being devoted to the purposes of religion, if the Negroes 
can be induced to do so ; on the contrary, I believe it 
to be the desire, as it is the interest, of their masters 
that it should be so ; and they are anxiously extending 
the means, as far as their resources will admit, by pro- 
viding additional places of worship, and the introduction 
of an increased number of the regular Clergy of the 
Established Churches. But, if it is meant to require a 
farther portion of the usual and reasonable time that is 
allotted for labour to be given up to the Slaves, and 
placed at their disposal, such a proposition leads to the 
inquiry, whether it would be for their advantage, and 
whether, it is incumbent on the Planter to consent to it 

In considering the first point, we. ought to be guided 
by experience ; and, I believe, I shall be found fully 
justified in stating, that, on those estates' where the 
labour of the Slaves is lightest, and where it is not duly 
regulated, their moral habits are worst, and the dis- 
position to insubordination the greatest; but that, where 
they are regularly employed, during the usual daily hours 
of labour, without being overworked, their habits are 
best, their health good, and their minds contented and 
happy. 

Their extra hours are sufficient for all their private 
purposes; and, when disposed, they have the power to 
appropriate the Sabbath to religious duties. I ask, where 
ip the class of labourers, in the United Kingdom, who, by 
wotking five days in the week, maintain themselves for 
the seven? Are they not almost universally under me 
necessity of labouring for the six! and, when it has 
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happened, that the demand, in particular branches of 
our manufactures, has caused such increase in wages as 
enabled the operative, for a tune, to earn, in four or five 
days, what supplied his wants for the week, is it not well 
known, that the unoccupied time has frequently been 
passed' in the alehouse, or in other places of dissipa- 
tion ? Such, or worse, would, I believe, be the conse- 
quence of a similar state of things in the West Indies, 
where the climate induces a still greater propensity to 
idleness and all its attendant evils. 
- ' With respect to the second point, if the Planters are 
called upon to give up a portion of the time hitherto 
employed by their Slaves in labour, the question of 
compensation immediately presents itself. 

Their Slaves are their recognised property ; so is their 
reasonable labour : they are guaranteed to them by the 
law of the land. The rights of the Planter in the' Slave 
cannot be disturbed, until full compensation is given for 
whatever is proposed to be taken from them. That 
once arranged and clearly defined, the Legislature may 
deal with what they purchase from the Planter as they 
may deem best and most likely to answer the objects 
they aim at ; but not otherwise. The law must, at least, 
be binding on those who made it; and, to invalidate or 
-alienate the rights or property of the Planters, for pur- 
poses of either real or presumed benevolence, wonld be 
to recognise a principle of general spoliation. 

Your next proposition is, "To give them a legal 
power of acquiring and transmitting property." 

Practically speaking, they may be said already to 
possess this power. Whatever property the Slave 
acquires, he applies for his own use in the way he may 
think proper: it is always held sacred by the master; 
and, I believe, no instance will be found of his interfer- 
ing with the private property of his Slave. Therefore, 
in point of fact, they possess all the benefit of this 
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proposition. To carry it further would create unneces- 
sary difficulty, as well as danger. 

The next that follows is, " To enable them to pur- 
chase their liberty, either by the payment of their value 
at once, or, by a day at each time, by the payment of a 
fifth of that value." 

At present, there is nothing to prevent the Slave from 
purchasing his freedom, as shown in reply to yonr first 
proposition. If this proposed progressive means of 
purchase was attempted, I think it would be fonnd 
surrounded with practical difficulties not to be sur- 
mounted. If the Slave purchased the value of his labour 
for one or two days in the week, still it would be neces- 
sary he siiould labour during the whole for his master, 
or he could not otherwise employ him. In that case, as 
his master would have to provide food, clothing, lodg- 
ing, and medical attendance for him, during the days he 
worked as bis Slave, I ask, how could these be dis- 
pensed with or otherwise provided, during the one or 
two days, weekly, when he worked for hire or wages ? 
I think such a system would be found so complicated 
as soon to become wholly impracticable. 

Yonr next proposal is, " To provide for their religious 
instruction." 

On the wisdom and propriety of doing so, all parties 
are agreed; and the Planters are most desirous, as far 
as their means will enable them, to provide what is 
wanted; stipulating, as I have already said, that the 
Clergymen shall be of the Established Churches, and 
not from the Missionary Societies. 

The next is, "To make their testimony available in 
courts of law." 

I think the testimony of' the Slave is now available 
in courts of law, in most, if not all, onr Colonies, 
except against his master. In this country, the testi- 
mony of the wife can neither be received for or against 
h«T husband. When a greater degree of moral 
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improvement has been acquired, and the nature of 
religious obligation better understood by the Slave* 
than it is at present, this law may be susceptible of 
relaxation t to alter it now would be attended with great 
rjsk and danger. But the disability is, in its effect, 
more nominal than real. If the master injures or maims 
his Slave, and no other evidence besides the Slave's can 
be found to prove it, he is bound to show the cause of 
the injury done, or be answerable for the consequences. 

The next proposal is., " To institute and protect mar- 
riages from violation." 

Marriage is now instituted. Inducements are held 
out to the Slaves to marry and remain faithful to each 
other in that .state. It is the interest of their masters 
that they should do so. Rewards, in many cases, are 
given ou the birth of children in wedlock, and the 
mother » exempted from labour for a portion of her 
time, which is extended as the number of her children 
increases. 

The next proposition is, " To abolish the whip, and 
to place the person of the Slave under the protection of 
the law." 

- In all par Colonies, the Slaves are already placed 
under the protection of the law, with the exception of 
a, r^s^ated and limited power being given to the 
manager or overseer of the estate to direct slight cor- 
poral punishment for certain offences; such as, petty 
thefts, idleness, drunkenness, or riotous behaviour; 
which seldom exceeds six lashes in some Colonies, and 
ten in others. This is a question of great difficult;. 
Discipline must be maintained, or the whole system of 
society there would be dissolved. It may be said to 
resemble that of our army or navy, where it cannot be 
dispensed with. The greatest practical guards against 
abuse have been resorted to. The term "whip" is 
unimportant If the whip is not used to inflict punish- 
quuuV sorne other instrument must. . It is vain to speak 
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of confinement where insabordmation existed to any 
extent. No estate could provide the means; and, if 
that was done, such a system would defeat itself, by 
leading to idleness and loss of labour, and the conse- 
quent rain of the cultivation and the estate. I under- 
stand, that the Rev. Mr. Cooper has been examined on 
this head by the Abolition Society here. Perhaps seme 
one of your correspondents could give the public the 
substance of bis evidence, as respects the Island of 
Jamaica. It is so decidedly the interest of the Planters 
to treat their people with humanity and kindness, that 
there can be no doubt of their readiness to adopt any 
system of improvement that would be consistent with 
the necessary safety, discipline, and subordination, if 
such can be pointed out; but that I very much doubt 

The next proposition is, " To provide, that all chil- 
dren, born after a certain day, shall be free, and to pro- 
vide them with maintenance and education till they can 
take care of themselves." 

In other words, this hi mancipation, and can only 
be discussed when accompanied with a satisfactory 
proposal for compensation previously arranged and 
enacted by the Legislature. Until such a course is 
adopted, it would be idle, and a waste of words, to 
discuss it. The labour of the parent and his descend- 
ants is alike the property of his master: he cannot be 
deprived of it, without committing the greatest injustice 
and the grossest violation of the law of the land, which 
has placed and guaranteed thai property in his hands. 
If indemnity and compensation are given, there cannot 
be a doubt of the willingness of the Planters to meet 
all reasonable and practicable proposals, connected 
with the emancipation of their Slaves. Forced mea- 
sures would defeat themselves, and only lead to the 
ruin and probable destruction of the estate, the master, 
and the Slave. 
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Tour last proposition is, "To bar an; Colonial 
governor or other officer from possessing, or being 
directly interested in, slave-property." 

Such, an arrangement rests with the Government. I 
believe few instances of such a practice have occurred; 
they ought not to be permitted ; and, if the Government 
would enforce such a regulation, I believe it would be 
heartily approved of in the Colonies. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

MERCATOR. 

Liverpool, lZth December, 1823. 



To the EDITOR of the LIVERPOOL COURIER. 
Sib, 

Mr, Crofpbr'8 letter, in yesterday's Mercury, seems 
to draw our correspondence towards a close. Having 
once made, what he thought, a good thing of Mr. Steele's 
Barbados case, he still endeavours to cling to it, how- 
ever untenable; I must, therefore, expose the unfair- 
ness of (he grounds on which he rests this renewed 
attempt to prop up so miserable a superstructure. 

From (his gentleman's former mutilated statements, 
his readers must have been led to believe, that, when be 
reported a threefold increase on Mr. Steele's estate, he 
meant to show it was owing to the change of system ; 
whereas it now comes out to have been so on a com- 
parison with the produce of the estate for the ten years 
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preceding, and was, therefore, to be imputed to the 
management during the two periods. Bat part may also 
be accounted for by the very unproductive seasons in 
Barbados, for several years preceding' the hurricane in 
1780; after which a material change took place for the 
better, as is well known to every one connected with 
that island. Still, however, he proves, by this deficiency 
of prodnce, and the great excess of deaths over births, 
that the previous management ' must have been most 
abominably bad, and nothing more; as it does not at 
all apply to the comparative produce of Mr. Steele's 
estate, whilst under his care, with that of the adjoining 
estates, which were cultivated in the usual manner, and 
on which, Mr. Haynes informs as, the produce was one- 
third more than on Mr. Steele's. With this fact Mr. 
Cropper does not attempt to grapple. His object was 
- to show the superiority of Mr. Steele's systems, as com- 
pared with those of his neighbours, or of what he calls 
free over slave labour ; and in this he has completely 
failed. 

From the manner in which Mr. Cropper notices the 
increase in the Slave Population on Mr. Haynes's 
estate, his readers would be led to believe, that Una 
property had also been managed under the copyhold 
system. But no such thing: the usual Barbados cnltf* 
vation only existed there, under which, though so much 
reprobated and calumniated by Mr. Cropper, the increase 
took place; but the Slaves were Creoles, which best 
accounts for it. 

The nature of Mr. Cropper's authorities, and the man- 
ner in which he climbs up to his conclusions, remind 
me of the history of "The House that Jack built" 
Mr. Steele is said to have communicated the tacts to 
Dr. Dickson, who informs Mr. Ckukson, who is quoted 
by the Edinburgh Review, and the quotation is adopted 
by Mr. Cropper, and so the snowball gathers as it rolls; 
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whilst I have brought forward the manuscript statement 
of Mr. Haynes, a living witness, who resided for years 
on the estate in question. 

I find little else in sir. Cropper's letter deserving of 
notice. Be has, in a great measure, ceased to talk of 
bad feeding'; of the cruel Bahama laws; of the mystery 
of the Deinerara insurrection ; of natural increase in 
America; of cheap Sugar in India, or even in the Brazils; 
and -on the last strong hold, treatment of the Slaves, he 
seems disposed to soften and relax. Bat he states, as 
if he had made a wonderful discovery, " the fact, that 
the Slaves are held in Slavery remains undisputed." 
This no man can doubt, and he has himself assigned a 
satisfactory reason for it He told us, " that they are 
not in a fit state -for -freedom, and, until they were, it 
. would be doing them an injury to make them tree." 
When that period arrives, and a satisfactory system of 
indemnity and compensation is agreed upon by both 
. parties, it will then be the proper time to consider the 
means by which emancipation can be best effected with 
advantage to the Slaves; but antil then, we ought, if 
it is meant to do -good, instead of creating impatience, 
irritation, dissatisfaction, and their consequence, revolt, 
to endeavour, if it were possible, to conceal, even from 
ourselves, that such is the ultimate object, in place of 
now making it one of discussion. Let the benevolent 
and well-disposed amongst us do justice to the past 
endeavours, the honest and anxious desires of the 
Planters to improve, gradually, the state and condition 
of their people. Let them coolly examine and look at 
the important changes and improvements already made, 
as the best guarantee for the future. Let them consider, 
that the labour of the Slaves is moderate and well regu- 
lated ; that they are amply provided with food and cloth- 
ing; that they are supplied with many comforts and 
enjoy many advantages, which are alike secured to 



^itized by GOOgk 



10* 

them in sickness as in health, in old age as in the vigour 
of youth. Then let them step forward to defend the 
Planters from the slanderous charges and misrepresen- 
tations of their opponents, instead of giving countenance 
to their baneful proceedings. Whatever evils may be 
attendant on Slavery in the abstract, the Planters are 
not answerable for them, nor would emancipation be a 
cure for those evils. The only notion of freedom enter- 
tained by the Negro is exemption from labour. Place 
him at present in that state, and yon ram' both him and 



I observe the notice with which your correspondent 
G., and Will-for-San, in the Mercury, have chosen to 
favour my letters ; but it is not my intention to enter the 
lists either with them, or with others that may chose to 
follow them. My object has been to answer the pro- 
positions and expose the mistatements, exaggerations, 
and subterfuges of their leader, Mr. Cropper. I trust, 
yonr disinterested and unprejudiced readers are satisfied 
I have succeeded. 

I am, Sir, 

Yonr obedient Servant, 

MERCATOB. 

Liverpool, December 20, 1823. 



P.S. — Since writing the above, I have received 
another letter from Mr. Haynes, which. I enclose, to 
remain with yon; a copy is also annexed. I beg to 
recommend its- contents to your readers, and to request 
that they will take the trouble to compare them with 
Mr. Cropper's statement 
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" Liverpool, Wtk Deixmier, 182*. 

" I have ten Mr. Cropper*! letter to the Editor of the Mer- 

ctuy of to-day; ud, in answer to his assertion, that Mr; J»iinit 
Steele died in 1791, instead of 1797, as asserted by me, I hare 
only to state, that that gentleman died on the 26th of October, 
1797, as can be proved by the evidence of many gentlemen 
now resident in Otis country, should my assertion be doubted. 
Hr. Bet), who, on die death of Mr. Steele, succeeded, to the 
charge of the estate, and carried on the same system of manage- 
ment, but with some improvement, such as, adding religions 
instruction, died on the 12th of February, 1811; and it was not 
until after bis death that the system was again changed. I have 
only stated the decrease, of Negroes to be from 282 to 240, the 
former number being on the estate between the years 1780 and 
1797, the exact date X do not know; but I see it is admitted, 
that, in 1780, the number was 288, which, 1 have no doubt, was 
correct, making the decrease greater than I have stated. 
- "It is abo stated, that Mr. Steam came to Barbados at the 
advanced age of eighty years; whereas it is certain, that bis age ( 
did not exceed that at the time of his death, although be lived 
seventeen years on the island. 

" The statement, that, ' in the year 1789, he erected his plan- 
tation into manors, and his Slaves were made copyhold bonds- 
men,' is incorrect, in so far, that the estate was never erected into 
manors, although be chose to denominate his Slaves copyhold 
bondsmen. To each able labourer he allotted one-fourth of an 
acre of land; but, rinding that it was never cultivated, though 
some of the Negroes paid rent for it, he resumed the occupancy 
during bis lifetime, and it was again used for the purposes of the 
estates, in which situation 1 found it on the 13th of December, 
1797." 



To the EDITORS of the LIVERPOOL MERCVR T. 

After having explained my motives for endeavour- 
ing to expose the evils of the system of Slavery to the 
world, I am satisfied to let that subject rest where it is, 
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being determined, from the first, not to be driven into 
a personal controversy beyond what the cause itself 
required. Were this not so decidedly my determination, 
it would scarcely be expected that I should enter upon 
this contest with A West India Pr0prietor r who outsat 
the application of firebrands to my extremities,,!*) eure 
the diseases of my heart The fire and: the faggot base 
often, .in past, ages, been the reward of those who dared 
to show the .people their transgressions, and to par- 
severe in a course they believed to be right;. and I 
rejoice in being deemed worthy to be numbered with 
such. Neither can it,be expected, that I should do any 
more to expose the conduct of Mercator, than may show 
the miserable expedients to which the advocates of this 
system ate driven. He first charges me with having 
misrepresented the cost of Sugar in India, because'! 
had stated the cost to the Company in 1798, adding, 
though at present it is much higher: he chose to omit 
this part of the sentence, because it would, have been a 
flat contradiction to his charge. When I charge him 
with thus garbling the sentence, he says, " I am con- 
tent, as he wishes it, to quote the whole." He again 
takes care to omit this part of the sentence. To prove 
one such act against any one man is sufficient ; and it 
wiD not be expected that I should take any more trouble 
about him. 

It has never been denied, that some alterations may 
have been made in the treatment as well as in the laws 
of the Colonies ; bat the material point is not' how much 
it is Improved, but what it is now; and on this head 
it is clear, that if the general assertions of persons 
interested are to be taken as contradictions of particular 
facts, no existing evil would ever have been removed, 
and particularly this may he said of the Slave Trade. 
With respect to laws, of what avail can they be to 
the protection of Negro rights, whilst their evidence is 
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refused! and it is confessed, in the answer of both 
Houses of Legislature of Grenada, to the inquiries of 
the Privy Council: " As the matter stands, though we 
hope die instances in this island are, at this day, not 
frequent, yet it most be admitted, with regret, that the 
persons prosecuted, and who certainly were guilty, 
have escaped for want of legal proof." 

In reply to the statements of Vindex, the Assembly of 
Jamaica would very naturally seek to obtain informa- 
tion, from those who could give a favourable account of 
their own treatment of their Slaves, as in the case of 
James Quier, where the waste of human life had been 
repaired by natural increase; but that this is not the 
general state of the island, is shown by the gradual 
decrease in the whole population, which is a fact, 
proving, ill treatment beyond all controversy. 

But if all this state of happiness and superior com' 
fort, as compared with the poor of England and Ireland, 
were proved, we might justly say, that it is very unrea- 
sonable that the poor people of this country, who do 
three times as much work: as the Slaves, should be so 
heavily taxed by bounties, and make such sacrifices by 
prohibitions on their trade, to support so expensive a 
system, and which those who say so much about insur- 
rections must admit, that the Slaves themselves do not 
like. 

The arguments on my paper on the Impolicy of 
Slavery seem to have been brought near to a close. 
Before its publication, it had the advantage of the cor- 
rections of the friends of the cause ; it has now gone 
through the severe animadversions of its enemies, which 
will have given it an increased interest with the public, 
before whom I intend it to come, probably in the shape 
of a pamphlet, with all the advantages of the additional 
facts in confirmation which its enemies themselves 
have brought forward. 
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It may now be proper to enumerate the points on 
which the two parties are agreed, and on which they 
differ. 

I consider Slavery a bad and impolitic system ; they 
are none of them willing to be called its advocates. 
Vindex confirms its impolicy by saying, that a Slave 
does not do more than one-third the work of a free 
labourer. 

I have used strong language of reprobation in speak- 
ing of the system; so do they; for T. F. gives a quota- 
tion, calling it odious. 

I wish to do it away at the earliest practicable period ; 
this, too, agrees with their professions. 

They claim compensation for any loss the change 
would occasion ; here, too, we are agreed. No other 
means of giving freedom to the Slaves now in bondage, 
than their being allowed to purchase their freedom, has 
yet been brought forward by the friends of Negro 
emancipation; though many of them wonld prefer, as 
more just to the Slaves, that the price of their redemp- 
tion should be paid by the country. 

They would contend, that so much has been done for 
the Staves by the Planters, as to render the interference 
of the country unnecessary. Here we differ! Notwith- 
standing the great advantages of free labour, and the 
successful experiments of Steele, who has only risen 
by the attempts to refute his statements, these improve- 
ments have not been adopted. 

,1 have shown the vast increase of the Slave Popula- 
tion of the United States, and the still greater increase 
in its produce. 

They have brought forward George Haynes, who 
proves that Slaves will increase nearly as fast in the 
'West Indies. If either the plans of Steele or of Haynes 
had been generally adopted, the condition of the 
Negroes wonld have been improved, and a great pro- 
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portion 6f them, as I have shown, would now have been 
enjoying freedom. Here is indisputable ground for the 
investigations of the mother country. 

I say that ill treatment is the obvious cause of the de- 
crease of the Slave Population. Here again we differ ! 
They speak of the disproportion of the sexes, which, in 
many of the Colonies, has long ceased to exist, and even 
where it does, is no adequate cause of decrease ; hut if 
it were, it will avail little to remove the cause from one 
species of inhumanity to another ; this would only prove, 
that whilst the Planters were purchasing Slaves, they 
bought a disproportionate number of men; thus render- 
ing it impossible that their Slaves should have the ad- 
vantages of the marriage tie. 

Can the country be expected to go on, without Inquiry, 
contributing (by a bounty which raises the price of Sugar 
about 6s. per cwt.*) to the supporting and perpetuating 
the system of Slavery, and thus enabling the Planters to 
continue, and accounting for their perseverance In the 
old system, without adopting the improvements of either 
Steele or of Haynes. 

Vindex tells us, that with about one-third more Slaves, 
Jamaica only produces about the same quantity of Sugar 
as it did thirty years ago. I hope this may in part be. 
owing to improved treatment ; but the deterioration of the 
soil is another cause ; and what can more imperiously 
demand the investigation of the mother country than the 
destruction of the people, and acknowledged deteriora- 
tion of the soil on which they labour ? 

When the Planters of Jamaica are meeting in the dif- 
ferent parishes, and publishing in their own papers 
violent declarations, which show a determined opposition 
to the mother country, and are therefore the most likely 
means to encourage insurrections amongst the Negroes, 

r. F. admit* the difference in price between Britiifa and Foreign Sognr 
lo be about 5<. per cwt. 
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if any danger from insurrection was really apprehended ; 
are we to be told, that these subjects are not to be dis- 
cussed in this country, from feara of the consequences 
in the Colonies ? 

The increased interest which this subject is exciting, 
in different parts of the country, are proofs that the people 
of England are not to be driven from their duty by 
groundless alarms. 

JAMES CHOPPER. 



To the EDITORS of the LIVERPOOL MERCVR Y. 

It was not my intention to say any more about Mer- 
cator, if I had not been applied to, on behalf of the West 
India Association, to consent to the publication of my 
letters, in conjunction with those of Mereator and others. 
It is presumed, they also intended to publish those of 
Juatitia, as I have not gone into those points which had 
been satisfactorily met by others. Though I wish my 
letters to have the greatest publicity, and though, in 
my views, Christianity enjoins me, patiently, to bear- 
reproaches, and to suffer, without resentment, the 
greatest scurrility and abuse; yet there is nothing in 
Christianity which lowers the dignity of the human' 
character, or requires of me to give a sanction to such 
conduct by consenting to my writings being associated 
with those in which scurrility and abuse are so con- 
spicuous. 

I have given my authority for stating the time of J. 
Steele's death to be 1701. It may be an error on the 
part of T. Clarkson, for to errors we are all liable; but 
whether it is one or not, I am unable at present to say ; 
but I will venture to say it is not a wilful one. The 
9. 
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sfatementwhich has been made is in no degree changed, 
whether he died in 1791 or in 1797. Onr latest account 
of him was in 1790, and I presume it was about that 
time when his statement was communicated, through 
Governor Parry, to the Privy Council. If we could 
suppose this good man capable of misrepresentation, 
it would have been at onoe detected by the Governor 
of so small an island, to whom such an interesting 
experiment mast have been known. 

In the course of this controversy, when I have once 
fairly answered an argument, I have been satisfied, 
without recurring to it on every frivolous objection ; but 
as the decrease of population is incontrovertible proof 
of insufficient food, or forced labour, where a man is not 
allowed to be his own judge of the fitness-of his body to 
bear it, or some other ill treatment, I have thought it 
best, oo this point, to meet every objection. Different 
reasons have been given for the decrease of the Slaves 
In the British Colonies. In Demerara, where the impor- 
tations seem to have been most reeent and extensive, 
and where about one-half the Slaves, in 1817, wens 
Africans, one-eighth or one-ninth of the population are 
an excess of males; bat this is no adequate cause for 
the decrease there ; and, in most of the Colonies, there . 
is no inequality. The promiscuous intercourse, to 
which Africans are said to be so much addicted, is: given 
as a reason for their non-increase. What will not the 
advocates of this oppressive system say, to get from 
under this unanswerable proof oft// treatment ? The** 
habits, to which Creoles are equally addicted, are most 
probably either acquired or made worse in. the West 
Indies; for, if the natives of Africa had been decreasing 
ai the r6te of our West India -Colonies, the Coast of 
Africa would of itself have been depopulated withomt 
the immense drain of the Slave Trade. Bat, even if, for 
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argument, wc admit, this ridiculous plea, and estimate 
Oat 400,000 had been imported in the hut thirty years, 
it is not probable, that more than 230,213 of them were 
living; in the years 1817 to 1830; leaving;, therefore, 
£00,000, either Creoles or Africans, too eld to hare much 
effect on the increase of population, and in every 
population a part are aged. Those 50,000, increasing 
at the rate of G. Haynes's Negroes, should, with the 
290,212, supposed to be Africans, imported within the 
specified period, have amounted, in the year 1620, to 
767,712, instead of what they really were, 711,061, 
showing a destruction or waste, or a prevention of the 
existence of human life (by what but ill treatment!) of 
53,751 Slaves, in only three years, and those the latest 
of which we have any account ; but from this number 
there should be a small deduction, perhaps 2000, for 
manumissions. 

What, then, I may ask, are the proofs of improved 
treatment? Are they in the still more recent report of the 
Registrar of Demerara, who, though he has written' a 
long and laboured article to show it, still considers that 
want of more salutary, regulations in the hospitals, or for 
ton care of children, are amongst the causes of decrease, 
which he estimates at 3 per cent in the three years from 
1820 to 1823 ? He expects an improvement in the Creole 
Population will appear since 1820, and well it may, when 
all that are' bom are 'Creoles, whether of African or 
Creole parents. Were these proofs to be found in the - 
anxiety of the Planters, while the Slave Trade continued, 
to equalize the number of the sexes, by the purchase of 
females? Was this manifested by their bearing a higher 
price ? Assertions can be made in abundance, and reite- 
rated with confidence; but, when we come to- Uncontro- 
vertible facts, as population returns. See, -then the proofs 
are wanting. 
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It cannot any longer be disputed, that the system has 
been, and continues to be, destructive of the 'population. 
Will its advocates now attempt to deny, what has hitherto 
been universally admitted, and even recognised by Act 
of Parliament, that it has destroyed the soil ? Snch is 
also its effects in the United States, for Colonel Taylor, 
himself a Slave-holder, says : " The fertility of Virginia 
bas long been declining. Negro Slavery is a misfortune 
to agriculture, incapable of removal, and only within the 
reach of palliation." In the last part of Hub sentence I 
do not agree ; Slaves would soon cease to be of any 
value in Virginia, and of course would cease to be held 
as Slaves, if not allowed to be sold out of the State. 
These are facts deserving of immediate investigation; 
they will, ere long, force themselves upon us. Some 
other curious facts have come out in the course of this 
controversy : the plentiful allowance of food in Barbados 
and the Bahamas has been brought forward, and these 
are the only two Colonies where the Slaves have in- 
creased. The soils of the Bahamas are so far exhausted 
that Slaves have been removed from thence to Deme- 
rara. It is said, the Slaves in Barbados are obliged to 
devote much time to raising food ; and yet those are the 
only two Colonies where the people increase ; another 
proof of the truth of my position, that according to the 
profits of Slavery are its oppressions. ' These oppres- 
sions, however, can easily be relieved ; we nave only to 
take off the bounty on the export of Sugar, and they 
will be obliged to make up for the loss by better manage- 
ment, and the consequent increase of the Slaves. 

These most interesting facts cannot long fail of arrest- 
ing the general attention of the country, and when the 
nature and cause of the disease is well understood, there 
will be no difficulty as to the remedy. 

JAMES CROPPER. 
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To the EDITOR of the LIVERPOOL COURIER. 

Sir, 

When I last addressed you, I thought I had done with 
Mr. Cropper's correspondence ; bat, a statement of his 
appearing in yesterday's Mercnry, it is necessary that 
I should make some observations upon it. He says 
that he bad been applied to, on behalf of the West 
India Association, to consent to the publication of his 
letters, in conjunction with those of Mercator and 
others, and which he had declined giving : and why? 
Because, forsooth, " the dignity of the human character" 
forbade him to sanction, by his consent, the association 
of his writings with those " in which scurrility and 
abuse were so conspicuous." 

With regard to the object of the application, Mr, 
Cropper must have mistaken it; for I have the best 
reason to believe, that no such application, as he has 
stated, was made to him. The West India Association 
were desirous of placing before the public an impartial 
view of this great national question , in which they were, 
individually and collectively, most deeply interested. 
It appeared to them, that the correspondence which had 
passed between ns npon it embraced all that could 
well be said on either side of the question; and, in 
order to pat every one, who was disposed to inquire, 
into possession of its merits, they thought it would be 
the most fair and candid mode of proceeding to publish 
the whole in one pamphlet. They, therefore, gave 
instructions for that purpose, and the printing of the 
correspondence was accordingly commenced. - 

In this stage of the business, Mr. Cropper intimated, 
by his letter which Appeared in the . Mercury of the 
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2«tli nit, that it was bis intention to publish bis paper 
on the Impolicy of Slavery, with his series of letters, 
and' such " additional facts" as he could glean from 
the writings of his opponents, in support of his doc- 
trines. In consequence of snch intimation, the West 
India Association deemed it right to communicate to 
Mr. Cropper the coarse they had adopted, and to accom- 
pany that communication with an offer to supply him 
with any number of copies, at the cost price ; an offer 
which be thought proper to decline, In the way he has 
stated. This, I have reason to believe, was the whole 
that passed on the subject. 

Next, as to the motives which have induced Mr. 
Cropper to prefer making an ex parte statement of his 
own, with garbled extracts, instead of accepting the 
Offer made to him by the West India Association. I 
would ask that gentleman, whether there was not some 
other lurking feeling, some fearful apprehension for the 
result; if bis merits and defence were, in the manner 
proposed , brought fairly before the public ? I would 
ask htm to point out the passages in my letters which 
contain the scurrility and abuse of which he complains. 
Is it' not true, that he has come forward, as a public 
man, to attack, in a very gross and unjustifiable manner, 
Hie conduct and principles of a great body of respectable 
individuals? It is likewise true, mat I have endea- 
voured to show bow improper bis conduct had been, as 
well as to expose the motives which appeared to me to 
direct it, and to pull off the mask under which be had 
attempted to find shelter. Under the circumstances in 
which, be had chosen to place himself, I was, I contend, 
most amply justified in doing this, however offended or 
sore he may feel under the lash. But I am unconscious 
of having used either abase or scurrility, as, I trust, I 
am incapable of descending to handle such miserable 
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weapons. Let as see, however, whether his hands are 
clean and his manner tree from stain, or whether he has 
not been guilty of that which he is so desirous of fixing 
on others. To refer to his paper on Slavery, does he 
not stigmatize all who are interested as Planters, in the 
West Indies, as being, generally, guilty of practising 
injustice and cruelty towards their Slaves ; of denying 
them the advantages of instruction, of marriage, and of 
the nse of the Sabbath for religions purposes ; of leaving 
them- to be degraded, beaten, and whipped, like cattle, 
at the pleasure or caprice of their drivers ? Does he 
not state, that the Slaves are made to work, for a great 
part of the year, for half the night as well as the whole 
of the day, and, as property, branded with a hot iron ; 
With other assertions of a similar tendency? And, in 
his reply to the first letter which I addressed to you on 
this subject, does he not charge me with being " John 
Gladstone, who" (he says) "is a Slave-holder?" to 
which, as snch, nothing derogatory can be attached. 
And does he not, in this manner, attempt to fix on a 
private individual all the slander, scurrility, and abuse 
Which he had pnt forth, in his previous paper, (and from 
which none of his many publications are exempt,) 
against the. whole body of Planters? Other instances 
might be referred to, in evidence of tile liberties in 
Which this gentleman has indulged his pen ; but this one- 
I deem quite sufficient. In the rest of his letter there 
is nothing that be has not repeatedly said before, and 
that has not .been as repeatedly and as fully answered. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

MERCATOR. 

Jta«yW, 3aVaBiwry, 1824.. .... 
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To the EDITORS of the LIVERPOOL MERCURY. 

I have been charged with proposing a measure likely 
to encourage the Slave Trade — the introduction of the 
Sugars of the Brazils and Cuba. In a paper in which 
much matter was to be compressed into a small com- 
pass, it was not possible to enter into fall explanation. 
That the abolition of the Slave Trade was intended to 
be the basis of that arrangement will be seen in my 
pamphlet, " Belief of West Indian Distress," where a 
plan for the indemnity of the West Indians is also 
proposed. In this, howeveT, I only followed a West 
Indian, (J. Marryatt, Reply, &c. p. 95,) who, after pro- 
posing the admission of these Sugars on the same terms, 
as those of the East Indies, thus proceeds : — " The new 
situation in which Cuba and the Brazils are now placed, 
offers a favourable opportunity of inducing those coon- 
tries to follow the example of Sooth America in abolish- 
ing the Slave Trade; and of making this condition the 
basis of an arrangement under which their Sugars shall, 
be admitted into the home-consumption of Great Britain. 
By availing ourselves with promptitude and policy of 
the present state of things, we have a fair prospect of 
obtaining the most important advantages to the cause 
of humanity, as well as to the commercial interests of 
the British empire." If all this could be accomplished 
by the admission of these Sugars on the same terms as 
East India, how much more certainly by an entire 
equalization of duty 1 

If it were not for the opportunity thus afforded of 
stating my opinion of what is required from Christian 
Slave-holders, I should have left unnoticed the letter 
of the friend of T. F., which seems like an attempt to 
make (though, perhaps, not intended) the present state 
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of West Indian Slavery accord with Christian principles. 
If all that wan practicable had been done, and was no* 
doing, to prepare the Slaves for freedom, we might lose 
sight of the means by which they were procured ; but, 
without this, it is impossible to enter folly into the ant 
ferings of these poor creatures ; this afflicting part of 
their case ought not to be forgotten; for they have 
derived little benefit from the subsequent abolition of 
the Slave Trade. The purchasing and holding one 
single individual, under such circumstances, is not 
defended. Can the crime be lessened by the number 
of its victims? And are not those who hold them bound 
to do all they can to prepare them for freedom, even 
if the number so held, in the West India Colonies, 
should amount to 200,000? 

In educating and preparing our helpless children for 
the world, do we do more than we would wish, in such 
a case, to be done for ourselves ? and, if our continuing 
to purchase was the cause and not the effect of the 
Slave Trade, with all its enormities, are we less bound 
to prepare these helpless sons of affliction, these victims 
of our own avarice, to enjoy their just rights? 

It is our duty to hold our children in subjection, 
until they are able to think and act for themselves; 
on these grounds only are the Planters justified in 
retaining the control of their Slaves, until freedom 
would be a benefit 

We are told of a number of Slaves, who were removed 
from the Bahamas, increasing at the rate of 2 J per cent 
per annum ; another proof that Slaves can increase in 
the West Indies, if well treated: but why have these 
circumstances not been diligently inquired into? And 
why have not the plans which have produced them long 
since been adopted? Show us an annual increase of 
2i per cent throughout the Slave Population; put an 
end to the Slave Trade from island to island; and we 
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nay rest satisfied, that the Slaves are rapidly approach- 
ing to a state of 'freedom. For it cannot be too often 
repeated, that nothing but ill treatment can prevent tht 
increase of the Slaves, and that Slavery can only exist 
whilst the population is in a ratio below the demand for 



JAMES CROPPER. 



Digitized by GOO^k' 



APPENDIX A. 



To the EDITORS of the LIVERPOOL MERCURY. 

Obntlbhbn, 

There appears m extraordinary Want of candour in the leading; 
article of your last paper, headed " The African Slave Trade," 
or else, it exhibits a strange cod fusion of Ideas, which 1 cam 
hardly suppose to exist hi your minds. You must know very 
well, that the African Slave Trade is no longer carried on to the 
British Colonies; and the drift of your observations refers not 
to the trade, but h> the existence of- Slavery there'; two very 
. different things, which you confound together, for what purpose 
I cannot imagine, unless it be to cast an unmerited, odium on 
the Planters. Nor is it only in your title that you overlook, this 
obvious distinction. Speaking of the attempts now making is 
this country to abolish Slavery in our West India Colonies,, 
you "contend, that whatever may be the result of entertaining 
this great question', it is an imperative, moral, and religious duty 
to protest, without ceasing, against the continuance of a system 
abroad which has been declared felony at home; unless, indeed, 
it be proved, that moral obligations are affairs of mere conve. 
nience, and religion a matter of no consequence between the 
tropics." — Now what has been declared felony at home? The 
holding of Slaves? Certainly not: the carrying on the Steve 
Trade by British subjects has. But, you continue — " The advo- 
cates for the Slave Trade will scarcely go this length. Many 
of them profess themselves to be Christians, and they must recol- 
lect what St. Pan! says of the natural equality of man, ' And bath 
made of one blood all nations of men, to dwell on the face of 
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the earth.' " This is very loose writing, if it be not intentional 
misre presentation. I may ask, who are the advocates of the 
Slave Trade? J know of none in this country or its Colonies. 
But if you wean to allude to the holders of Stares, I have ■ 
word to offer upon this appeal to St Paul. What does the 
same Apostle say when adverting, in the preceptive part of his 
Epistles, to the connexion of master and slave? " Slaves, (for 
so the Greek word Douloi should, undoubtedly, be rendered,) 
obey in all things your masters, according to the flesh; not with 
eye service,, as mentions, era, but in singleness of heart, fencing 
God. Masters, give unto your slaves that which is just and 
equal, knowing that you also have a master in heaven." — 
(Colossians, iii. 22, iv. 1.) Similar" precepts occur in other 
passages of the Epistles; and the Apostle severely censnres 
those who presumed to teach a contrary doctrine : " If my man 
teaeh otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the 
words- of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the doctrine which is 
according to godliness, be is proud, knowing nothing, but doting 
about questions and strifes of words." — (1 Timothy, vi. 3 and 4.) 
The fact is, Shvrery is a civil institution, (a bad ooe, I allow,) and 
Christianity steers clear of- every tiring of this kind. It meddles 
not with any thing politinaf ; yet its tendency is to meliorate and 
improve the political and civil condition of mankind. Bat how t 
By inspiring mutual benerolence and charity, not by inciting 
men (as,' it is to be feared, such articles as that I bare com- 
mented upon, and the measures of the abolitionists generally, 
hove a tendency to do) to hate and destroy one another. 

Yours, 

T. F. 
AMflRDer 4, 1023, 
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To JAMES CROPPER, Eq. 



It was not my intention to hate barf any further controversy wttlf 
Jon, nor should I, most probably, have taken up the pen to notice 
any observations of yours on the subject of West India Slavery, 
(open as I think many of them are to the clearest refutation,) if 
you had not on a late occasion gone ont of your way to attack me, 
and, in reference to a short letter of mine to the Editors of the 
Liverpool Mercury, to charge me with a moral offence, for such 
I consider a wilful perversion of the Scriptures, in support of any 
cause whatever. " I was sorry," you say, " to see T. ¥., who 
allows it (that is, Slavery) to be a bad institution, become its ad- 
vocate. It must, indeed, have a pernicious effect on the mind* 
of those engaged in it, when it can induce a man, so respectable 
in the other relations of life, to pervert the Scriptures to its sup- 
port."* I am obliged by the concession that T. F. is respectable 
in the other relations of life ; but that does not invalidate tho 
charge of perverting the Scriptures, and it is the object of die pre- 
sent address to vindicate myself from it At the same time I 
shall take the opportunity of explaining my views more at large 
on the general subject. There is in the above short quotation 
another charge, viz., that I am the advocate of Slavery, to which 
also I plead not guilty. How; indeed, it can, with any tiling like 
the semblance of truth or consistency, be said that I am an advo- 
cate of Slavery, when in the same sentence it is stated that I allow 
it to be a bad institution, I leave to those whom it concerns to es- 
- plain.. The accusation destroys itself; and, in fact, there is not a 
word, in the article alluded to, in vindication of Slavery. Nor was 
that myjntention. My object was to vindicate the characters of 
those who possess Slaves from gross misrepresentation and unjust 
aspersion ;*and, amongst other matter, from an insinuation in the 
' Mercury of the 31st of October, that professing Christians, by 

* Mr. C'l letter in the Liverpool Mercury of lie it»t ioitant. 
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holding Slaves, were acting inconsistently with their religious pro- 
fession, for which purpose the writer quoted a passage from»8t ' 
Paul's defence at Athena, where, according to the Mercury, he ' 
speaks of the natural equality of man. In answer to this, I 
showed, from various passages of the Epistles, that the Apostle 
recognised the connexion of master and slave, and severely cen- 
sored those who taught, that, by the principles of the Christian 
religion, Slaves ought to be declared free. This very brief argu- 
ment it has become necessary, in consequence of your animad- 
versions, to state more fully. But before I do so, I have a few 
words to offer on the reply of the Editors of the Mercury, As to 
their remark, that I have studied the Scriptures with the laudable 
view of discovering therein apologies for Slavery, I shall pass it by 
unheeded. What I wish to notice is, their quotations from Dn 
Donne and Dean Swift. " Sentences in Scripture, like hairs in 
horses' tails, concur in one root of beauty and strength, but, being ■ 
plucked out one by one, serve only for springs and snares," says 
she former. " The Scripture," say* the Dean, " in time of dis- 
pute, is like an open* town in tine of war, which serves indiffer- 
ently the occasions of both parties ; each makes use of. it Car the 
present time, and then resigns it to the nest comer to-do the same." 
These i remark a, especially the former, are just enough, whenap- 
plied to the mode in whi oh theological controversy is too often 
carried «n, by adducing texts, or scriptural proofs, as they ape 
Batted, without regard to the ponnegion in which they stood. By 
tins-Method^ any doctrine wbatevnr may be proved from the Scrip- 
tures ; hot I deny that this is my method, or that those remarks 
affect me. I have been taught, m reading the Scriptures, to con- 
sider the connexion, die scope and design pf the writer or speaker, 
the occasion, the peculiarities of Jewish phraseology, Ac, without 
attention to which points men may fancy they understand the 
sacred Writers, when in fact they do not, but substitute thejr own 
vague notions for divine truth. And) contend, this is exactly the 
Mror into which the Editors of the Mercury have fallen, in the 
quotation before-mentioned. The Apostle, in bis discourse to the 
Athenian philosophers, assembled at the Areopagus, was arguing * 
against idolatry, and showing the absurdity of supposing the God- 
head to'be like to an image " graven by art and man's taW vice," 
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seeing that be is Lord of heaven and earth, and the maker of aH 
mankind. This is the Apostle's argument, and shows the brae 
sense of the passage in question. He was not advocating the rights 
of man ; the passage has no reference whatever to the natural ; 
equality of mankind. Thewords, " God hath made of one blood 
nil Nations of men to dwell oi» the face of the earth," taken, outof 
the connexion, and viewed as an independent aphorism, may: pos- 
sibly hear such a construction ; the inference, however, is not 81 
Paul's, but belongs to the Editors of the Mercury. 

In the passage of the Epistiat© the Coloswaes, from which nty 
extract was taken, (Cotossiaus, in. 18 to it. 1.) the Apostle .>*» 
treating of the relative dotie* of husbands and wives, patents am) 
children , masters and slaves. Upon slaves, he enforces the dnty 
of obedience and cheerful service; upon masters, the obligation of 
giving their iilavea' that which is just and equal, i.e. a competent 
provision of' food, do thing, and other necessaries. This appears 
to be the plain sense of the passage; it is, indeed, incapable of 
any other. My other extract may require fatter consideration. 
(1 Timothy, vi. 3 and 4.) For the sake of brevity, I quoted only 
the 3d and 4th verses ; but the chapter should be read from the 
beginning to the end of the 6fh verse. The design of the Epistle 
is to suggest salutary advice to Timothy, (whom Paul had left at 
Ephens to instruct and organise the Church there during bw 
absence,) to enable turn to conduct himself with- propriety and 
dignity in. that commission. After a variety of instructions and 
, the Apostle proceeds, in the beginning of the Oth 
r, to instruct his .young tnend as to the duties of slaves *o 
their masters, and especiall believing masters, whom, it is inti- 
mated, they were to serve the more willingly on- that account. 
Then come the words which I have quoted, " If any man teach 
otherwise, and adhere not to- wholesome words, even the words 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he is proud, knowing nothing, hot 
doting about questions and strifes of words." The commentators 
my, that certain zealots, in those days, probably taught thatyby 
the profession, of Christianity, Christian slaves were emancipated 
tram Christian masters. AgainstdnsprindiplotheAposrJeenieni 
his strong protest/ and 'always teaches, that the profession of 
Christianity makes no dh%rence in the civil relations' of m a n. 
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(See 1 Corinthians, vii. 17 to B4.) A late commentator remarki, 
that " The Apostle, bo doubt, well knew that the principles of 
geaaine Christianity would eventually lead to the ntter esesrmi- 
antion of Slavery; but the progress 'was to be eoAmtnry and 
gradual, not violent and immediate.'' To this remark I wiHingfar 
subscribe ; and the idea seems to me to receive confirmation front 
the Epistle to Philemon in favour of the slave Onesiinus, whs 
having, as is well known, deserted from bis master, and been Hat 
with nt Some by Paul, who converted him to the Chrumta 
faith, was seat back to Philemon with that letter. And bow 
Beautifully does the Apostle soteeit for tie forgiveness, and, 
perhaps, for the manumission of the fugitive I " I beseech thee 
for my son, whom I have begotten in my bonds, OnesiawM, wheal 
I have sent again ; do thou, therefore, receive him as my own 
ton. Whom I would have retained with me that lie might have 
ministered unto me » the bonds of the Gospel ; bat without any 
mind would I do nothing, that thy benefit should not be, as it 
were, of necessity, but voluntary. Yea, brother, let me haw 
joy of thee iu the Lord ; refresh my feelings in Christ." The 
entire Epistle is written with uncommon tendemea* and delicacy 
It is impossible not to contrast this language of aa Apostle with 
mat of the zealots of our day on a similar subject. I allude more 
particularly to a publication ushered into the world under the 
auspices of the London Committee for the Abolition of Slavery, 
entitled " Negro Slavery, or a View of some of the more promi- 
nent features of that state of Society, &c.," in the Preface tu 
which, the existence of Slavery is spoken of as, an utrocio** 
crime, with which no measures can be kept The expression, it 
is true, is taken from the Edinburgh Review, where it is applied 
to America only ; but the writer of the Preface to the Pamphlet 
applies it to the Slavery of the British Colonies. "Every 
reproach," says he, " which the passage contains, applies to the 
United States with an accuracy that admits of no cavil, and with 
a force that cannot be resisted. Hay it produce it* due effect on 
the population of that rising empire I And may they be induced 
while yet they may, to avert from themselves, by repentance and 
reformation, the judgments which, if the Word of God be true, 
must sooner or later overtake such cruel and impious oppression. 
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'.The people : uf , (be laud . have used oppression , and hare vexed 
the poor and .needy; yea, they have oppressed the strainer 
wrongfully; therefore have I poured out mine indignation upon 
them; I have consumed them with the fire of my wrath. Their 
own way have I recompensed upon their heads, saith the Lord 
Vod.: ."— (E*ekiel xxii. 29.) The writer then asks, "If it be 
true (as he conscientiously believes it to be) that the existence of 
Slavery in, America is an atrocious crime, whether it is possible to 
contemplate its existence within the British Dominions in a less 
featfalJight*" 

I would ask farther ; if the existence of Slavery be, in a national 
point of view, an atrocious crime, is not the holding; of slaves by 
individuals a crime, equally atrocious? And 1 would, put it to 
the Edinburgh Reviewer, and to the author of this preface, who 
adopts his sentiments, whether, they really mean to charge, the 
holding, of slaves by individuals, in all cases, as an atrocious 
crime? The latter, in another place, says the contrary, " Let 
it not," says he, " be supposed that we mean to prefer against 
the IVest Indiana, as ,a body, any charge of extraordinary, 
criminality, or to intimate that they are peculiar objects of public 
reprehsnpioR. It is not so much they who are in fault, as the 
system with which they are in many, perhaps in most, cases 
invoiantfirUy connected." This is softening-, and, in a great 
measure, explaining away what has gone before; so that the 
•taxing expression of " an atrocious crime," seems, at last, to. bo 
nothing more than a figure of speech, condemning Slavery as a 
bad aystesB. In this, all will agree. The quotation from Ezekiel (in 
whioh, if the reader will take the trouble to look at the context, 
he will find the Prophet no more intended to denounce the hold- 
ing of slaves, than the Apostle, in his address to the Athenians, 
before considered, intended to preach up the " rights of man") 
admits, I presume, of a similar qualification. The denunciations 
are general against the corruption of all orders of men, and have 
no particular reference to Slavery; and the extract may have 
been used in the present case by way of accommodation merely, 
as Scripture language often is— not as literally applicable, but as 
an ornament of discourse. Many, however, will consider die 
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[taB'sAgo so quoted as an actual denunciation of God's judgments' 
Against the holders of slates, and view them with a sort of 
Jtoiror, as labouring under the curse of the Almighty. Oa Una 
ground I consider such a use, or rather abuse, of Scriptnre lan- 
guage to be Vety reprehensible. I call it a real perversion of 
Scripture, by applying it in a sense which the sacred writer 
never intended. 

I flatter myself it will be sufficiently apparent, that I hare AM 
tteen guilty of any such perversion, tint, on the contrary, have 
applied the passages I quoted, in reply to the Jjrerpool Mercury, 
in the thle and genuine sense of the Apostle. And the conclu- 
sion I drew, that Slavery being a civil institution, Christianity 
does hot interfere with it, wilt, I presume, fflhW, rf we admit 
St. Paiifs authority. The Editors of the Mercury, indeed, cava 
at the term civil institution, as applied to Slavery. They wflF 
allow, however, that it is an institution of some sort, a ***£ 
instituted or established; and they will hardly say it is a renC- 
giom, Therefore, I' presume, it must be a tivil institution. If this 
view of the subject wants confirmation, I may appeal: to the 
accurate and judicious Paley, who thus expresses hhttself: — • 
" Slavery was a part of the civil constitution of most countries 
when Christianity appeared, yet no passage is to be found in the 
Christian Scriptures by which it is condemned or prohibited; 
This is true; for Christianity, soliciting admission into all nations 
of the world, abstained, as behoved it, from intermeddling with 
ike civil institutions of any." 

What I have further to say I shall reserve for a future letter ; 
•nd I shall conclude, at present, with the assurance of nry 
respect 

*. F. 

JfonaMr SM, 1»23. 
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To JAMES CROPPER, Etf. 

Having, in my former letter, sufficiently vindicated myself, an I 
conceive, from the charge Pf perverting the Scriptures, I come 
now to your argument, that " if Christiana are Pound to dp to 
others «■ they wish others to do to them, then ChriatiaJiity doe* 
opt fteer deer of Slavery, biit clean Slavery, away,'' Undoubt- 
edly Ibis is the precept of Christ, " Whatsoever ye would that 
Dten should do to you, do ye even so to them." Fqr its excellence, 
■t has been culled the golden rule, and it cannot he too muoh 
admired and remembered, ft should, in fact, be always in our 
thoughts ; bub Ijlw Htf»y ofter of our lord's precepts,, it ought 
wrttohf uflderatood too Uterajly. JtUnotwb*tweinjgtrtfp.P,dlir 
wjsfequrneigMrQur to do tq ns, were we in his circumstances and 
•* W OW!i b"*wbM we Qon|4 reasonably expect from bin ja that 
ceae.that js to be the rule pf our eondugt towards him. An 
esteemed flPHHBentator says on this to**, (Matthew yij, ^) 
■i'~ Pbfist here orders ns to do to Ptbere that which reason tells us 
■Wf migbl not nnjustfy demand from then)." Any other interpre- 
wMpo would lead to the moat absurd and injurious consequences. 
Jtf the vi»fm P* m f» were to be the rule, the judge must pardon 
the criminal, the master overlook the faults of the servant, and 
t«e riftb tnan give away nil his property to the poor. But, if 
reasonable expectations are to form the rule, no such coj) sequences 
follow. \H us see, then, bpw it applies to fte case before us. 
Will fte master, putting himself, in imagination, into the place of 
the slave, say, " $ should expect my master to set. me free T' I 
think pat. But he. man say, " I should reasonably expecj, as 
Jong as I did my duty, kindness, protection, and comfortable 
subsistence, and not tq be punished barshly far slight faults, nor 
tp have labour imposed uppome beyond my Strang; therefore, 
» "JU *W fm% I wjjl thus act towaftts nty elaye,'' TJmp, 
#ta«flf«»^^ar 1 4i#,alsototheslaTe, J^t hun consider and 
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amwer truly to himself what be would expect if he were muter. 
Would he not expect that service which the laws authorize die 
matter to claim 'from his slave in retain for the subsistence which 
be affords him T The slave, then, should perform those services 
for his master which, if he were himself a master, lie would 
expect from his slave. So far this excellent rule wilt cany hi, 
and, I apprehend, no further; and with this interpretation the 
Apostolic precepts, concerning the relative duties of muter and 
slave, exactly coincide. 

Your argument supposes, in direct contradiction to St. Pan!, 
that it is obligatory on the master as a Christian' to emancipate the 
slave : if so, mere could be no obligation on die slave to obey" the 
;8*ter. But you endeavour, curiously enough, to qualify the 
Apostle's language. You say, " the non-rmsting doctrine of 
Christianity relieves the oppressed, not by encouraging tbetn to 
resistance, but by its operation on the liearts of the oppressors." 
1 must here object to the term " non-resisting doctrine of Christi- 
anity." This is a doctrine peculiar to your own sect, and tbere- 
forenot to be assumed, withuut proof, as a doctrine of Christianity. 
Besides, St. Paul's language is not at all in accordance with your 
representation. He does not say to slaves '"submit to your op- 
pressors, be patient under your wrongs ;" be exhorts 1o active anil 
zealous service. To the words I before quoted He adds, "And 
whatsoever ye do, do it heartily as to the Lord, and not unto men, 
knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the m- 
heritance ; for ye serve die Lord Christ.'* 'Will mis exhortation 
bear the Construction which you would put upon it? I think every 
impartial person must say. No. Does it not mean — in serving 
your masters faithfully, you are doing your duty u Christiana? 
But admitting, for the sake of argument, your position, that the 
non-resisting doctrine of Christianity relieves the oppressed, not by 
encouraging them to resistance, bat by its 'operation on the hearts 
of the oppressors, (though 1 must protest against the application of 
this term to the West India Planters in general,) 1 : womd seriously 
1 ask, if you think your present proceedings are in accordance' wUh 
mis view of Christianity ? Can holding men up publicly as tyrants 
said oppressors (to say nothing of its efifect on those 1 subject' to 



Digitize by GoOgk 



them) tend to soften thfeir hearts '! Yon and your friends are, in- 
deed, acting in a way diametrically opposite to your own principle* 
You are endeavouring to force upon the Planters measures which 
they think not merely destructive of their pecuniary interests!, tat 
absolutely incompatible with the preservation of pence sod trsa- 
quiliity in the Colonies, and with their own personal safety; and 
to accomplish this purpose, I think yon are attempting to overawe 
the Government itself. This; certainly, is not the manner in 
which, even by your own account, Christianity clean Slavery 
■way.- 

The charge of attempting to overawe the GoTBrtiment is a 
Kerioesoae, and some proof of it may. be required, I observe, 
then, that the Committee of the London Society for the Abolition 
of Slavery, who appear to esteem themselves a power nv the 
ooantry, (of wbioh Committee you and other friends are mem- 
bers,) published, in August last, a wtanifrnto ; notwithstanding 1 the 
pledge given by his Majesty's Ministers, and tie resolutions of 
the House of Commons in the last Session of Parliament^ pur- 
porting that all safe and practicable measures should be taken for 
the gradual melioration of : the condition and character o* the 
Naves in the Colonies, and for . admitting them finally to a par- 
ticipation of those civil rights and privileges which are enjoyed 
by other classes of his Majesty's subjects, (resolutions which go 
far enough in all conscience, and, one would have thought, might 
have satisfied every reasonable man ;) notwithstanding' all 'this; 
that Committee, byway of preparing their adherents for a renewal 
of the contest, published, I say, soon after the recess of Parlia- 
ment, a manifeito, of which the following are extracts :— 
" Nothing which has occurred ought to have -the effect of 'relax- 
ing, in the very slightest degree, our vigilance and activity. On 
the contrary, toe success already obtained should only stimulate 
us to increased exertion. In -this persuasion the Committee 
would particularly recommend that auociation* should' be formed 
in every part of the United Kingdom, for the purpose of co-operat- 
ing to diffuse information, to procure the requisite funds, and to call 
forth the distinct expression of public opinion on the subject. The 
Comsvittee feel that their cause owes much to those petitioners 
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who, ia the hurt session, addressed Parliament with anon promp- 
titude tnd dfect. They (not thai the came earnest [' ' gi 
•rill be w wa l at aa early period of ia? aent ttmmiMi They 
trait ant not only from the same place* which have already 
raised their nice in the sacred oauae of justice and huaaamalji. 
bat from every coaaty and every tow* in the United Kingdom, 
oae energetic and concurrent appeal will be made to both 
Houses of Faruament in behalf of our enslaved falhrw. subjects.* 
•^-Wbat ia this bat an attempt to carry theit imprudent schemes 
into effect by the force of popular clamour ? And, not ooar 
tented with the circulation of this inflammatory matter by the 
press, it appears that an emissary, well known to be ennasated 
arilfa the Committee in question, is now going round the country 
to alia up the slumbering seal of the people. 

Ministers went as fa r in the mat sajsjaaj of Parliament as Key 
thought safe, and farther, perhaps, than strict prudence war* 
ranted, in their ooneessiens to the feeling which bad bean onunwJ 
in the pahbe mind, hot, became they did ant qaita lea* afadst of 
a rational policy, this violent Committee am net satisfies!, sad 



an I said banana, nhaolntely to overawe the Government Inarmo*- 
sitirw *° nil •«* intemperate prooeedmgs, (the natural result of 
which has alraady been *oo fatally experienced at Demerara,}, I 
w*uM call upon the prudent, the peaceable, yes, the truly ber*> 
T«lant and Curiatitu public, to diumuotevaaee them; to bate 
no nmwern in them. Tlw business is fairly in the hand* of the 
Ministers and of Parliament, and, no doubt, what oh be done 
consistently with safety and with justice trill be dona. To sup- 
pose otherwise would be putting aa aaVmt upon both. Tbe 
question ia of an extremely difficult nature, and to meddle wan 
it at all demands the utmost wisdom and ekcumspeqtiea; it must 
■ot be decided by the acclamations of an meensidemte nMiltttuue. 
I trust in the good sense of J^gliBamen that they wiH reflect on 
these things, and not be carried away by tbe clamours of * tew 
hatted enthusiasts or interested spenuudprs. 

But, though ouch preeeedmgs as these, the natural unmet at 
which, an Br, Fabry ahajrvae, mteirttooae fnWrhatf of nianwiftfi 
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xiH 

upon; the other, are, in my opinion, at variance with the spirit of 
Christianity, nod advene to its positive precepts, 1 am well award, 
that Christianity has a tendency to improve the civil as well as die 
moral condition of mankind : In fact, when moral improvement ii 
getters!, civil and political melioration mast follow *f course. A 
good Christian cannot be a tyrannical ruler, nor a harsh aid op- 
pressive master ; and if all men were thoroughly inspired with 
Christian benevolence, bad political institutions would be com- 
paratively harmless. Yet nothing forbids our improving them to 
the utmost of our power; and every benevolent mind must' wish. 
for such improvement " Does it follow," asks the celebrated 
divine and philosopher before quoted, " from the silence of the 
Seririturey concerning them, that all the civil agitations which 
then prevailed were right, or that the bad Should not be exchanged 
for Iffitter 7" But he adds, " Christianity can only operate as an 
alterative. By the mild diffusion of its light and influence, the 
uibdd of mew are insensibly prepared to perceive and correct the 
ettetmttiM Which folly, or wickedness, or accident have intro- 
duced mta their public establishments, In this way the Greek 
and Roman slavery, and nine* these, the feudal tyranny have 
decrmed before it, And we trait, that, as the knowledge and 
authority of the same religion advance in the world, they will 
banish What remains of this odious institution." 

In this sense I have no objection to your position, that Christi- 
anity clears Stavetyawby; fori, too, am for its iritimate abolition j 
tint it roust netbea/wrwrf measure. To be beneficial, it must be 
CWtlens, extremely gradual, and carried on with the voluntary 
consent of the proprietors. There are, indeed, peculiar difficar- 
ttes ift the present ease, which did not exist in regard to the 
abrjfitieB of Slavery ift ancient times, arising' out of the differences 
of colour and of race, Which did not then prevail,. And, after 
e+ery possible precenitioB, it seems very doubtful what the issue 
wtlrbe. Bat be it what it may, there must be a full indemnity to 
thttae'whos* property is sacrificed. To attempt the measure in 
ftny ottt the m»st CaotSone, gentle, Aad gradual way, would be as 
rrrcon*i«errtwf& jn*tice, hamanity, aad,J»iB beld tOBay.Chrra- 
tiafirty eJM, iisitwoi*ldwithrjrudeitce,n«liey, andeommoaeense. 
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The occasion calls for strong language, and I have expressed 
myself strongly ; but, I hope, without personal disrespect to you, 

1 am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

T. F. 

Liverpool, 4(A December, 1823. 



To the EDITOR of the TUESDAYS ADVERTISER. 
Sir, 

I should, perhaps, not have thought it necessary to trouble you 
further on the question discussed is my two letters to Mr. Cropper, 
but a friend having favoured me with the subjoined letter, which 
expresses the sentiments of a calm, well-informed, and impartial 
observer, respecting this question, it is my wish to make it public, 
and I have no doubt the perusal of it will be interesting to your 
readers. At the same time, I hope you will indulge me with the 
opportunity of making a few explanatory observations. 

Mr. Cropper thinks he has answered me by leaving it to the 
common sense of the public, " ' Whether the golden rule of doing 
to others as we would they should do to us,' can be so, twisted and 
managed as to sanction T. F. in the purchase of a slave whom, he 
knew to have been obtained by the most diabolical means, and when 
he had so purchased him, still to withhold from him hie just and 
natural rights 1" I did not say it could sanction such a purchase. 
My argument related to a system of servitude, established by 
prescription and law, and to which time has given a certain, 
sanction, (however it may have originated,) the habits and charac T 
ten of men having been formed upon it. He takes an indivi- 
dual possessed of freedom, supposes him reduced by force or 
fraud under the power of a master, and then offered for sale. 
The cases are very different Mr; Cropper's proposition evi- 
dently refers to the Slave Trade, which, as to this country and its 
Colonies, has been abolished many years, and has nothing to do 
with the present discussion, I never vindicated that trade, and I 
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believe, I rejoiced as much as most people at its abolition . I ■' 
would not have originated such a traffic, nor hare been engaged 
in it. But, as to retaining its Victims in the state of Slavery, 
which, I suppose, is what Mr. Cropper means by the expression of 
withholding just and natural rights, jt is another question. Grant- 
ing that many of them may have been originally obtained by the 
most unjustifiable means, they must he continued in the situation 
into which they have been brought, unless something better for 
themselves, and safe for others, can be done with them. If it 
were the case of one or a few individuals, the task would be easy; 
but so to dispose of such numbers, might puzzle wiser heads than 
mine or Mr. Cropper's. So that his appeal to common sense will 
not serve his purpose. 

The Editors of the Liverpool Mercury also, in defiance of fact 
and propriety, persist in confounding the existence of Colonial 
Slavery with the Slave Trade, though it is evident enough, by the 
miserable attempt* they made to vindicate this perversion of lan- 
guage, they knew better. I must protest against such misrepre- 
sentation; and I hope the public, if they feel any interest in the 
matter, will look to what I have myself written, and not take, 
their opinions about it from the inaccurate statements of adver- 
saries. I could say more, but my correspondent's letter- renders, 
it unnecessary, and to that I beg to refer your readers. 

T.F. 
%*tk December,l823, 



COPY OF A LETTER ADDBBBSED TOT, F; 

Dear Sir, — I think you have not done yourself justice in your 
letters on the West India question, i. e. that yon have not suffi- 
ciently guarded yourself from the imputation of fostering the 
system of Slavery. None of your planter advocates have put the 
question precisely on its true footing. The public talk sad think 



* See Mercury, 2Stb November, 



^itized by GOOgk 



as if it were an affair of a single Slavs, whereas it is a questions* 
tii the management of hundreds of thousands. 

Your object wast to prove, and bo we baa been hardy enough 
to controvert the proposition, that die mere holding or posmissiirg 
of slaves, does act impeach the tide of an individual to the character 
of a Christian. Indeed, to controvert this vas impossible, other- 
wise St. Paul would never have addressed the slave-holder, 
Philemon, as his " fellow-labourer." You maintained, sad, i 
think, successfully, that the same ApostIe,in prescribing to staves 
their doty at slave*, has recognised what the jurisconsults call 
the sfofttf of Slavery, as constituting part of existing civil instils* 
turns, which institutions he was not, as a disciple of Christ, called 
upon to disturb. Nor need you shrink, in tots case, from the 
dose application of the precept of Jesus, " Do unto others as you 
would that they should do unto you." The question ought, 
indeed, to be tried by this very rule, but let the rule be applied 
fairly . In deference to this rule, I am sure yon would not seem 
the system of Slavery; you would not enslave a single man, 
either wake or Hack. But here we have to deal net with a 
new, but with an inveterate system, whieh we found existing 
when we entered on the affair, of life, aad which has subsisted 
for 900 years. The question involves a consideration of property 
of prodigious magnitude, of national interests of n* small com- 
plexity and importance. But, waving these topics, and referring 
simply to the Negroes, do Mr. Cropper and his associates, apply- 
ing the above- mentioned precept of Christ, profess to wish for 
their immediate emancipation 7 They say, No : they virtually 
say, that, if the black population in a body were to press thin 
precept, and call for immediate freedom, wisdom and kindness 
would not grant it them. But they wish them to be prepared 
for emancipation. In this proposal you will agree with, them ; 
but are they fully aware of the difficulties attendant on this process ? 
Before it iscompleted, the blacks must be, to a considerable deane* 
enlightened; and is it not the most difficult of all problems in this 
ease to administer instruction without sowing the seeds of rebellion? 
The blacks of Demerara were much more impressed by the war- 
like history of the book of Joshua than by the sermon on the 
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Mount. It would be easy to multiply, to a great extent, this 
Statement of difficulties; but these are acknowledged by the 
African Institute itself. How then are they to be surmounted T 
The answer is — not by the blind efforts of those who are ignorant 
of the facts of the case, nor by the plans of those who look only 
to "a consummation devoutly to be wished." Time and judg- 
ment are requisite to this process. It cannot, therefore, be well 
conducted by hasty measures', urged by the importunity, however 
well-meaning, of an enthusiastic multitude. 

In conclusion, I think you should protest against being misre- 
presented as the partisan of a system of Slavery which you never 
would have began, and winch yon wish, as soon as possible, to 
he terminated. — I am yours, &c. 
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APPENDIX B. 



IITRACTS FROM 

THE LETTERS OP VINDEX 

(who whites with particular heferekc* to Jamaica) 
Addreued to JAMES CROPPER, Etq. 

(From Vindex't Letter* of Nov. 13, 1823, and Jan. 10, 1824.J 

You say, " He labour of the slaves, for nearly half the year, 
lasts for one-half die night, as well as the whole day." Now the 
fact ia this. Upon all the cotton, pimento, and coffee estates, 
which constitute a great proportion of West India properties, there 
is never any work done in Ike nigkt, and the labour in the day is 
barely sufficient to keep the Negroes in exercise. On sugar estates 
the period of crop does not endure for half the year, nor in fact for 
one quarter, if the number of days be counted in which the cutting 
and grinding of canes is carried on. Long intervals of complete 
rest perpetually occur during the gathering of crop, which, indeed, 
(to whatever use you may pervert my expressions,) on a great 
proportion of the estates, lasts the whole of the year round. On 
most of the properties powerful steam engines or water mills are 
now erected, which generally grind as many canes during the day 
as supply the coppers through the night. To attend the boiling of 
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the coppers, not half a dozen Negroes out of two or three hun- 
dred are requited; and theic only " in spelts," >n as to relieve 
one another. Even in cases where some little grinding is done at 
night, the number of Negroes does not exceed eighteen upon such 
an estate. These are always trusty men, proud of being selected 
to the office of boiler, and anxious to attain it If any persona 
have a right to complain, it is the white book-keepers, who cer- 
tainly are under the necessity of working much during the night. 
To sum up with regard to sugar estates, the hours of labour upon 
them do not endure nearly so long (one day with another) as those 
of the working classes in England, and the quantity of work actu- 
ally performed does not amount to one-third. 

You say, " The Negroes, are often branded with a hot iron."" 
Now the fact is, that this practice has long ago ceased. It pre- 
vailed during the continuance of the Slave Trade, for the obvious 
purpose of enabling the purchaser to identify those who were 
designated " New Negroes," and also of leading to a more 
prompt discovery and apprehension of such as became fugitives, 
and who, of necessity, could not be known in the country. .At 
that period, also, many persons marked their Creole, or native 
alaves. But in neither case was it done, as you have asserted, 
with a hot iron ; nor could I have believed, if I had not seen it, 
that any anti-colonist could be found so silly as to mistake the 
iron brands sent out from England to mark the sugar hogsheads, 
for instruments of torture and degradation for die Negroes. + 
At present, the case stands thus. If any proprietor were wan- 
tonly to brand his slave, and that slave should complain of the 
act to a neighbouring magistrate, an investigation would follow, 
and such branding would be considered as bringing the master 
within the terms " wantonly maltreating" in the 25th section of 
the Consolidated Slave Law, and subject him to an indictment 
in the Supreme Court of Judicature, or any assize court of 

* In the pamphlet entitled " Negro Slavery," it Is asserted, (p. 94.) that 
" slaves are commonly marked with the owner's name, like sheep or cattle. 
The operation it performed with a heated brand," 
t Vide Liverpool Mercury. 
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the island, and upon conviction, to fin*, or imprisonment, of 
both. la order to ■bow that then laws are carried into execu- 
tion, the following cues are referred to. In the year 1818, art 
■Kuwidaal, of the name of Boydeo, had cohabited with a female 
slave, the joint property of himself and bis brother, (who was not, 
however, implicated in the charge,) and, being influenced by 
jealousy, bad branded her en the shoulders and breast Hie 
applied to a juatioe of the peace, who instantly removed her 
from the farther control of the master, and called a meeting of 
the justices, and vestry of the parish m which the parties resided, 
who, by virtue of as authority given to them by law, caused a 
prosecution to be instituted against the master at the expense of 
the parish. The woman was brought into court, and the marks 
exhibited to the jury, who found, without hesitation, the defend- 
ant guilty. He was sentenced, by die court, to six months* 
sarprieonment in the common gaol, (a punishment which, corr- 
•saering the effects of confinement in a tropical climate, may be 
■airly de o m o d equivalent to twelve months, or more, in England,) 
and was deprived of aH property m the slave; for she was 
declared, by the court, to he for ever discharged from servitude, 
a g ree a bly to the powers given- to the judges by the Island Slave 
Act of 181«. Another case occurred on the 14th of August 
hast, on which day Judge Scarlett passed sentence upon Jno. 
Bhntistn Cadoie, for branding a slave, viz., to pay a fine of one 
hundred pounds, out of which sum, £10 per annum were adjudged 
for maintenance of the party injured, who was declared free 
from that day. This prosecution was instituted by the magis- 
trates of Kingston. The slightest inspection of the Jamaica 
G aaett B will show, that the greater part of the branded Negroet 
era imported Afritam, and that upon multitudes of vagabond 
and runaway Creole* no mark whatever can be found. This last 
oireum stance leads me to suppose, that the old law for branding;, 
as a punishment for vagrancy and other minor crimes, if not 
repealed, (as it has recently been; in England,) has at least become 
obsolete in Jamaica. It must always be kept in mind, that the 
Negroes, so advertised, are the outcasts and refuse, as it were. 
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•f the black population, tod afford no criterion whereby to judge 
of the remainder. • Throughout the eetatet, generally, no star** 
whatever will be found on the Creole slaves. Upon this bead 
you are referred to the Registry Office, in London, to which, I 
believe, a return is made from one or two of the Colonies of the 
. titer kt, (inter alia,) which will show you, fay contrasting the last 
with die former returns, first, whether any marks hare been 
recently inflicted, and secondly, whether any marks have bean 
imposed upon the objects of your research. 

In reply to your assertion, that Negroes can be sold in such a 
manner that "the nearest ties in life are rent asunder," itis proper 
w inform you, that they are never ee told, and that, by the Slave 
laws now in force, " they are to be sold is femiliet under writs 
of venditioni."* 

In cases where no such writ has been issued, the almost invari- 
able practice ii this : when a Negro is to be sold, he is furnished 
by his master with a note or ticket, authorizing rum to travel 
about the country for the purpose of inquiring into the character 
and dispositions of such as he may be informed wish to make 
purchases ; and when he has fixed on any one who may be willing 
to buy htm, he returns to his owner, and informs him of the 
chosen individual. The first questions put to a slave, who offers 
a ticket of sale, are the following : "Have you any family connex* 
ions from whom yon are unwilling to be withdrawn? Do you 
think yon should like to lire with me V If he reply, that he has 
relatives or connexions who he is desirous should be sold with him- 
self, an offer is made for these relatives, and in the event of a 
refusal to sell them, the holder of the ticket remains unsold; or 
should bii master (this is a case not likely to exist) insist upon the 
disposal of him by public outcry, he would, upon this circumstance 
beingknown,(and it could not well escape the knowledge of bid- 
ders, who never fail to interrogate file slave,) obtain a very inade- 
quate price. Interest therefore, independently of humanity, for- 
bids die practice of disjointing families. To show the late fearing 

* Consolidated Slave Lswi of Jamaica. 
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of the Colonial Ansemhly on this point, I will refer yon to an Act 
which was passed in November, 1821, (2d George 4th, cap. 17,) 
in consequence of its having been deemed expedient to dispose 
of all the slaves which had been purchased, by the public of 
Jamaica, in his Majesty's name, for the use of the Governor's house. 
These domestics, from their in crease, had amounted in number to57, 
and formed ft most expensive establishment. In order to relieve 
the Governor, the above law was enacted, and in it will be found 
the following proviso: "provided always, that the said slaves 
shall not be sold otherwise than in families." 

Again you say, " They are compelled to work on the Sabbath 
day for their own subsistence." The direct answer to this alle- 
gation also is, that it is absolutely untrue. You must know, that 
" one day in each fortnight is by law allowed to slaves, besides 
Sundays;"* that an additional day is very frequently allowed; 
that cooking is provided ; and that the owner is compelled by law 
to furnish every Negro with sufficient clothing, and with herrings, 
salt, &c, to season bis ground provisions. To raise these ground 
provisions, with abundance of pigs, poultry. Sec, only two or three 
hours in a week are requisite in West India climates. Of these 
articles the Negroes possess such a superfluity, that the markets of 
the West Indian towns and villages are almost wholly supplied 
by them. 

Yon have. Sir, been already publicly informed of these facts ; 
yet you persevere in your endeavours to make the people of 
England believe, that the Slaves in our Colonies are actually 
starved, and worked beyond their physical powers. 

In answer to your assertion, that " the advantages of religious 
instruction and of the marriage tie are almost universally with- 
held from them,'' I refer to the following extract from a pamphlet 

* Consolidated Slave Law of Jamaica. For the sake of brevity, the 
ilLaatrarions are taken from the law and practice ot the great Colony of 
Jamaica. Each Colony ha> its own laws and customs ; but, generally 
speaking, the condition of the Negroes in the i mailer Colonies is upon 
a par with (hose of Jamaica— happy and contented. 
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lately published by the Rev. O. W. Bridges, Hector of Man- 
chester parish, in Jamaica : 



" I have actually baptized 9,413 Negro slaves, many of whom attend 
Church; some Lave karat tlie Lord's Prayer nil J Ten Commandments."* 
Again, " I have myself married one hundred eighty -seven couples of Negro 
slaves, in my own parish, within the last two years, all of whom were 
encouraged' by their owners to marry. In another pariah, St. Thomas In 
the East, I have reason to know, that there have been three times that 
number married during the incumbency of the present Hector, Mr, 
Trew ; and, though not speaking from numerical information, I can safely 
affirm, that the labours of the clergy, in the remaining nineteen parishes, 
have been equally active, and, doubtless, crowned with the same incceaa.'t 



(From Vindex't Letter of November 2», 1823.; 



The obstacles most likely to retard emancipation will arise 
from the precipitate and theoretic measures of half-informed per- 
sona, who mislead themselves and others upon so delicate and 
important a subject. 

Great, indeed, have been the difficulties anticipated on this 
head, by those of our distinguished countrymen who exerted 
themselves in accomplishing the abolition of that disgraceful' 
traffic, the Slave Trade. Amongst these may be enumerated 
Mr. Pitt, Mr. Fox, Mr. Windham, Lord Grenrille, Lord Hot 
land, &c Two of these authorities only, for the sake of brevity, 
shall be here adduced— but they shall be powerful authorities - 
Pitt and Fox. 



' Bridges'* Voice from Jamaica, p. 27. . 
f Ditto, p. S3 and 23. 
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On the lflth April, 1791, the Ule Mr. Pitt said in the House 
of Commons — 

" One thing he must touch upon, which was rather a delicate point— 
the question of emancipating the tlavei in the West Indies, A rath emanci- 
pation, \e was clear, would be ummgfand mischievous ; in that unhappy situation 
to which our baneful conduct had brought both ourselves and them, it would 
be no justice on eillierside to give them liberty. They were as jet incapable 
of it, but gradually their situation might be mended. They might be re- 
lieved from every thing harsh and severe, raised from their present degra- 
dation, and put under the powerful protection of law I— mi then, to talk «/ 
emancipation, mat insanity." — Wright's Pari. History, vol. xxU. p. MO. 

On the same occasion, Mr. Fox thus expressed himself: 

" With regard to the emancipation of the Negroes already in Slavery, his 
own donbts of the efficacy of an act of the British Legislature for this pur- 
pose was a reason for not entering into it. He himself did itoi think sack a 
measure could 6c suddenly vent tired upon ; and though every man had a right 
to freedom, yet it should be observed, that men inured to Slavery all their 
lives felt certainly less degraded by it than those who were bom to indepen- 
dence. It might be dangerous to give freedom at once to a man used to 
Slavery, on the same ground as, in the case of a man who had never seen 
daylight, there might be danger of blinding turn, if yon wen to expose him 
all at once to the glare of the son,"— Ibid, p. 854. 



To these high names 1 may add that of the virtuous and immor- 
tal founder of American independence, who was repeatedly urged 
to Eberate his own slaves at Mount Vernon, On this anbjec t, also, 
it is not generally known, that a most powerful and eloquent ap- 
peal was made, shortly before bis death, in a setter from that orna- 
ment of Liverpool, the late Edward Hushton. Washington, 
t however, was immoveable, although the dangers of emancipation 
were fifty-fold slighter in the State of Virginia then in our West 
Indian Islands. About the same time a gentleman of Norwich, 
who had brought letters of introduction to the General, was walk- 
ing with him over bis estate, when the Negro huts came into view. 
" I am concerned," said the venerable Washington, " for these 
itoor people ; but how to better their condition at present I know 
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With one authority more I will conclude ; it is that of one of 
your own coadjutors. On the 2d of April, 1792, Mr. Wilber- 
force spoke thus ; 

" Freedom was a blessing tbe most valuable in nature — but it could be 
enjoyed 'only by a nation where tbe faculty of thought had been fbr some 
time employed. True liberty mi a plant of celestial growth, and none 
could perceive its beauties but those who bad employed the nobler facilities 
of tbe human soul in contemplating tbe goodness of tbe divine essence from 
whence It sprung. He hoped tbe day wonld arrive when all mankind wonld 
enjoy its blessings; bntthla neither was nor could be the c&le at present 
with tint unhappy Negroes in tbe West Indies; and from these reflections 
he was led to believe, that «a asoanmld ta reality be their friend, vthopropvted 
any thing that could lead them to heft for their emmcipatian." — Ibid. p. 1001. 

And on the 18th March, 1807, " he deprecated the discussion 
of the question of emancipation, because he looked to the 
gradual improvement of their minds, and to the diffusion among 
them of those domestic charities which would render them more 
fit than, be feared, they now were to bear emancipation." — Cob- 
belt's Parliamentary Debates, vol. ix. p. 146. 

These opinions. Sir, from such men, ought to carry weight. 
Yon may perhaps say, that they were delivered many years ago. 
True; bnt the greater portion is applicable to all times and all 
ch-eunistances. Every one of them tends to this conclusion; 
that a grand moral reform mutt be accomplished its the minds of 
the Negroes before emancipation can with safety be held out to 
them. Towards the accomplishment of Ait reform, you and 
your coadjutors have done nothing. At once you proclaim your 
grand reotpe— Emancipation. By tins mode of procedure, there- 
fore, you place yourself in the horns of this dilemma. If you 
contend, that the moral condition of the Negroes it tuck at to 
qualify them fee the reception of freedom, what becomes of your 
reiterated charge against the West Indians, that they keep their 
slates in ignorance, debasement, and barbarism? On the other 
hand, if their minds are NOT in snch a state, why do you, in so 
precipitate and premature a manner, hold up emancipation to 
their view? 
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{From Vindext Letter* of December Qlk and 1S(&, 1823.) 

With regard to the Rev. Mr. Bridges'* allegation respecting the 
marriages which he has solemnized in Manchester parish, Jamaica, 
there seems no doubt of its correctness ; but whether any or what 
law exists in the colony, enjoining the clergy to transmit to 
Government transcripts of their respective registers, is to me 
unknown. The answer to this question would, perhaps, solve 
the difficulty yon have raised. In the mean time, to convince 
you of the inaccuracy of the Parliamentary retain which yon 
quote as your authority, you may refer to the self-same document, 
where you will find, (page 144,) if your credulity will carry you 
so far, that during the last eleven years, in the parish of St. Eliza- 
beth, comprehending n population of 23,000 Negroes, only two 
death* have occurred t 

One of the most Striking features of your policy is the art with 
which you have studiously kept out of view every iota of evidence 
which might tend to show, what was asserted in my last letter, 
that a great improvement ha* been for tome time progressively tak- 
ing place m the moral and phytical condition of the Colonial 
Negreet. Vou had it in your power, and, I have reason to 
believe, it was proposed. to yon, to obtain direct testimony from 
persons lately arrived from the Colonies, who would have set you 
right as to many points which you have mistated : but you ap- 
pear to have made no such inquiries. Your only evidence that 
can be called recent is that of the Rev. Thomas Cooper, who left 
Jamaica in 1820, and of which something may be said hereafter. 
It is true, that you refer to what have the xemblance of authori- 
ties for the enormities which you describe; but, will the reader 
believe I they ase for the most part books published thirty or forty 
year* ago, or subsequent writing* grounded upon such works. 
Thus you charge the present race of the West Indians with the 
misdeeds of their fathers, and add, with infantile simplicity, that 
" It remains yet to be seen whether the colonists will ameliorate 
the treatment of the slaves in accordance with the resolutions of 
the House of C 



* Note lo your " Impolicy of Slavery," ai published in the Liverpool 
Mercury of the Hit October. 
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Permit me now, Sir, to ask what you would think of the can- 
dour of an author, who, in replying to your allegations respecting 
the present free and happy state of East Indian sugar-growers, 
should bring forward the publications issued thirty or forty years 
back, denouncing the cruelties and oppressions of the East Indian 
traders of that day ? 

At the head of your authorities stands Mr. Ramsay, who pub- 
lished his writings, to which you refer, in 1784 and 1788, and 
who was admitted to have gone beyond the reality in his account 
of West Indian Slavery. Amongst other charges, many of 
which were too true, he alleges, that the Negroes, at that time, 
" had their eyes beat out — their bones broken— that unceasing 
labour starred them — that they had only barren spots of ground to 
cultivate, and only the Sabbath on which to cultivate these — that 
they had uo warm clothing, no linrfh to wrap the newborn babe," 
&c. Sec* If such be not a fair account of the condition of the 
Negroes at this present time, (as you know it is not,) why do 
you bring forward the authors of it to fill up the exaggerated 
pictures you have drawn? 

Only one other rui statement shall now be commented upon, 
viz. that which you have made respecting manumissions. Ycu 
say, " Manumission is nearly prevented in most of the islands by 
large fiues."t In confutation of this shameful allegation, his 
Majesty 's Privy Council shall apeak in the following official report: 

EXTRACT PROM TUB REPORT OF THE PR1VV COONCIL IK 1788-89. 



t tbeir slaves, when they 
had became infirm and do longer able to bear the burden of servitude. 
This filled the country with wandering Negroes, who were first an annoy- 
ance and then a burden to Ibe public. If Negroes were not turned adrift 
in the decay of their strength, bat were rewarded with freedom while in 
health, for some particular merit, it still happened that anch persons, not* 
unfreqnently, became a charge upon the public for maintenance, either 
occasionally or at the close of their days. This experience induced the 
Legislatures, in all the Islands, to provide that no manumission should be 
valid, nnless measures were taken to secure- the public against such conse- 
quences ; this was by the master assigning some lodging and n 



* Ramsay's " Objections, with Answers," &c. 1788, p. 3S and St. 
t Your hand-bill, entitled, " Slavery in the West Indies," printed by 
James Smith in April last, Also, " Negro Slavery," p. 111. 
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f« sach slave, or, more commonly, by making a deposit of money wilh ttie 
vestry of the pariah, and, in come cases, giving likewise a security thai the 
Blare should never be a burden to the parish. In one island the deposit 
was £100, and the security £200. Sncb slave is entitled to £4 or £& per 
annuel, to be paid by the vestry ont of the interest of the deposit." — Part 
3d, 4 N. 6. 



It appears to be the anxious desire of yourself and the other 
anti-colouista to persuade the public, that little or no improvement 
has taken place in the condition and treatment of the West Indian 
Negroes ; and the method which you have followed has been but 
too well adapter] to the propagation of such an error. Those, 
however, who understand colonial affairs know the direct con- 
trary to be the fact. To others not so well acquainted with them, 
it is dow intended to offer proofs of the great progressive improve- 
ment that has been for some time going forward, and which the 
colonists are desirous, by every means in their power, to promote. 
It is first, however, necessary to revert to the earlier period of 
colonial history; and, in so doing, I shall seek for testimony as 
to their then state from those very publications to which you un- 
fairly refer as evidences of their present condition.* 

The first Planters in our Sugar Islands, and their successors, 
even to the middle of the last reign, considered these poor crea- 
tures as property merely, and their various enactments and usages 
were made solely with reference to them at such, and scarcely in 
any degree as rational and immortal beings. A slight sketch 
shall now be given of some of the laws which were in force within 
the recollection of many persons now living ; and my illustrations 
find proofs shall (as before) be principally applicable to Jamaica, 
both for the sake of brevity, and because your allegations and 
attacks have been chiefly levelled against that island. 

In case of a Negro slave striking any white person, except in defence of 
his owner's person or goods, he was for the first offence severely whipped 
' by .order of a justice of the peace ; for the second, by the like order, he was 
severely whipped, his nose slit, and his face burnt ia some place ; and for 
tbe third offence it was left to two juitices and three freeholders to inflict 
death, or what other punishment they thought fit. 

* Ramsay's Writings passim. Report of Privy Council, &c. Sec. 



When any slave, by punishment from bis owner for minting amy or other 
offence, suffered in life or limb, inch owner was Dot amenable to 'the law for 
the lame ; bat whoever killed •» slave oat of wilfulness, wantonness, or 
bloody-mi ndedness, was liable to three months' Imprisonment, and to pay „£50 
to the owner of the slave. 

If any person killed a slave stealing or running away, or found by night 
out of tiia owner's ground, road, or common path, such person was not sub- 
ject to any punishment or action for the same. ■ 

When a Negro died in the custody of Hie Provost Marshal, or of any other 
person, for want of food or lodging, the person in whose custody such Negro 
was, paid the proprietor ,£60, recoverable by action or debt— bat was liable 
to no other prosecution. 

Every commission-officer was bound, upon notice given him of the hannt 
or hiding-place of any runaway Negroes, to raise a |iarty of men, not exceed- 
ing twenty, and (under a penalty of .£30) to pursue, apprehend, and take 
the said runaways, aline or dead. 

Whosoever found a Negro slave wandering in bis plantation, except fur. 
nilhod with a license or ticket, md Aid not punish Mm l-y tahipjnitg, was fined 
Ma, 

The owners of Negro slaves were obliged by lair to furnish them annually 
with the following clothing only, viz. :— for every man a pair of drawers 
and a cap, and for every woman a petticoat.* 

To enlarge upon the mode in which these sanguinary laws were 
executed would only disgust the feelings of the reader. It will 
be sufficient to give a single specimen of such barbarity, in the 
words of an eyewitness : " A rebellious Negro, or he that 
strikes a white man, is condemned to the flames ; he is carried to 
the .place of execution and chained flat on his belly, his arms and 
legs extended ; then fire is set to his feet, and so he is burnt 
gradually up. Others they starve to death, with a loaf hanging 
before their mouths: 1 have seen these unfortunate wretches 
gnaw the flesh off their own shoulders, and expire in all the fright- 
ful agonies of one under the most horrid tortures. Perhaps, 
indeed, such severities may be in some sort excused, when we 
consider the state of the country, and how impossible it would be 
to live amidst such numbers of slaves without watching their con- 
duct with the greatest strictness, and punishing their faults 
with the utmost severity ."t 

* Repealed Laws of Jamaica and the other Colonies, Report of bis 
Majesty's Privy Council, 
t History of Jamaica, in 13 Letters, London, 1740, Bvo, p. 39 and 40. 



Digitized by GOO^k' 



xiii 

The concluding part of the above extract evinces the lamentable 
state of the public mind at that period among the white inhabi- 
tants, who were, for the moat part, ignorant, brutal, and irreli- 
gious. It is unnecessary to add, that such lawgivers went, in 
practice, even beyond the bloody letter of their barbarous enact- 
ments. In a word, either the laws were silent, or if they spoke, 
it was only for the oppression of the miserable Negro. 

It was not until the middle of the last reign, that any effectual 
improvement commenced in the moral and physical condition of 
these unhappy beings; and in this march of humanity, Jamaica, 
Grenada, and Dominica, took the head. Then it was that their 
tyrannical owners began to consider the slaves as made of the 
same flesh and blood as themselves, and from this period salutary 
and humane enactmeuts have succeeded one another down to the 
present time. The improving spirit and manners of the whites have 
kept pace with these enactments, of which the following is a very 
short abstract : 

" Importation of slaves punished as felony, &c. Inquests to be 
held upon slaves in precisely the same manner as that pursued in 
case of the sudden death of white people. Any person wilfully 
killing a slave, whether his own property or another man's, to 
suffer death. Cruelly using or mutilating slaves, punished by a 
fine of one hundred pounds, and twelve months' imprisonment ; 
and in atrocious cases, the slave to be manumised, and allowed 
an annuity. Persons cruelly beating slaves, or keeping them in 
confinement without support, are to be punished by fine, or im- 
prisonment, or both. The justices and vestry are appointed a 
council of protection for such slaves, and required to prosecute 
with effect the owners or offenders. No slave to receive more 
than ten lashes at a time for one offence, unless the owner, 
attorney, or overseer be present. And no owner, attorney, &c. 
nor any gaol-keeper shall, on any account, inflict more than thirty- 
nine lashes, nor shall this punishment be repeated, until the delin- 
quent has recovered from the effects of his former punishment. 
No slave can be punished by having iron collars, weights, or 
chains put on him. Slaves to be allowed one day in every fort 
night out of crop, exclusive of Sundays, to cultivate their' grounds, 
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B»iaretoha;veH«liiiie»tcki*hflfi(illttwe*JlbciD, to i»e approved by 
the justices end vettry. All offences conmhtad by leaves be- 
yood patty delinquencies, which nay be inquired jnto before .the 
Magistrates, oie to be tried before a jury, and if 4he sentence be 
death, it must be byhanging by theeeuk, and n so other manure 
No sentence of death proneujaced on any sktfne, except for rebel- 
lies or rebellious conspiracy, shall be canied iulo executive, 
ixtless by warrant tinder the hand of the Governor, and in e.very 
suck cue, the evidence, end a, copy of the charge upon which 
ur slave shall have been convicted, anil the sentence, ehaH be 
transmitted, forthwith, to the Governor, under the hand and seal 
of the senior presiding magistrate. Haves are not to week 
in the field before fire o'clock in the morning, nor after seven 
o'clock in the evening, and are to bave half an hour for break- 
fast, and two hours for dinner. Female slaves who have 
reared six children, are to be .exempted from all labour, and 
the owner is to have the taxes remitted on slaves so privi- 
leged. A prohibition is placed upon the .trafficking in slaves 
within the colony, or the purchasing of them with a view 
.to resale.* Slaves in the workhouse or gaol to have good and 
sufficient clothing, and to, be provided daily with . one fcariag and 
.one quart of Guinea or Indian com,** eigktpounds of ground pro- 
visions, &c. Any Will, .which js mbd for passing personal 
estate,. ■*> a of&cAent to confer freedom without manumission. deed. 
Magistrates are bound to summon special sessions .of the peace, 
for.fliepttipcse of inquiring into allegations of freedom on the put 
-of nanijray' slaves. And ifioally— itbe moat ample and liberal 
provision tea been made for .the religious instruction of the 
Negroes" 

The -above is » .brief ..acaount of .the laws now in force in 
.Jamais* for 'the pratection of that class whose .condition we are 
;oaw considering. The principal of .these** dated itth. Dec.,.l»ia, 

* In, the United States of An»rica,Cto nie yoor own words) "vast.nmn. 
ben of Slaves, bred in Virginia, are constantly sold to tbe Planters of the 
aotrthnm Statei." Letters to u/iibeifarce, 11. 39; »fco jonr teller in this 
day's Mercury. 



Digitized by GOOJ^k' 



being revised, augmented, and renewed from fanner enactments ; 
and for this and other Laws respecting Slaves, the reader is 
referred to " Lunan's Abstract of the Slave Laws of Jamaica, 
4to, 1819," and to whatever acts have been passed sob sequent 
to the publication of Mr. Lunan 's work. 

I am aware, however, that yon have contended, that these 
laws, though salutary, have not been enforced, and in tins you 
are joined by Mr. WUberforce and die " Reporter" of the African 
Institution, who, by insidiously quoting gone-by authorities, 
represent the said laws as " worse than nullities, and wholly and 
manifestly ineffectual to their purpose."* The falsehood of these 
allegations shall now be proved by such testimony as will shake 
the unbelief even of the most sturdy anti-colonist 



(Extract from Vindex't Letter of December 19th, 1823.,) 

The documents which follow establish, beyond doubt or cavil, 
what has been already asserted, that the humane disposition of 
the colonists has been commensurate with the amended laws, 
of which a brief abstract has just been given; and that a gradual 
melioration is going forward in the moral and physical condition 
.of the colonial labourers. These documents are extracted from 
■a number of depositions taken by order of the Assembly of 
Jamaica during the agitation of die Registry Bill. To bring for- 
ward the whole of these voluminous depositions would be impos- 
sible; but they now lie at the printer's for inspection. Besides 
Ihe names given in this letter and the last, you will discover other 
■names of equal weight and respectability, well known, and snob 
as the breath of calumny has never dared to auHy. Several of 
these gentlemen are now come to reside in England; and some 
never had, or they have now ceased to retain, property in Jamaica. 

• Report of the African Inttitntion. Wilberforce'a Appeal in behalf of 
the Negro Slaves, 1821, p. » and 41. 
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Their present address may be obtained from any one coMetMeaY 
with the Colony, and yon are respectfully invited to apply to 
them, with a view of ascertaining whether they are now willing 
to confirm the testimony which they gave a few years ago, and 
whether the melioration therein asserted be not to this day pro- 
gressive. The following extracts may, to some, appear diffuse 
and tedious ; but, on a subject of such vital importance, and on 
Which the public mind has been so shamefully misled; some 
degree of patience, as well aa of candour, is requisite. 

ntpemtie* «/ thf. Hmvntrabii Jama Sttwort, Mtmber of ike AtttmUy oad- 
Ctutu qf the parUh qf TrtUw»tJ. 

Saiih that the food and clothing, directed by the law to be provided for 
the slaves, are such u the; would themselves use, were the; free and pos- 
sessed of property; for, when any of them have become free, and have 
acquired property, they live, in these respects, much the same : slaves 
have also clothes, independent of their master's supply, consist™ j of what 
U of a finer quality and more respectable, and which are worn not only on 
Sundays and holydays, bat often, when engaged in their muter'* work, as 
a matter of pride and distinction : at their burials and entertainments, the 
dresses of many of them are exceedingly costly and expensive; their food 
is chiefly vegetable, with salted or pickled fish to season it; and formerly, 
when there was an unrestricted intercourse with the United States of 
America, they were occasionally supplied with sailed pork ; this diet Is so 
agreeable to their taste, that they differ very Hi tie in either, even after any 
of them become free ; Ihey, however, raise both hogs and poultry, which 
they sell ornse, as they think proper, at their own discretion. The resource* 
of Negroes, whose families or themselves have been long established "on a 
plantation, are very considerable, and many of them are possessed of much 
wealth: these are circumstances, though well known by examinaat and 
Others iu Jamaica asa real fact, yet be does not think they will be believed 
in England to exist to the extent he has stated ; nevertheless, it is perfectly 
true, for there are hardly any slaves but have property, acq, uired"by selling 
their superfluous provisions, pork and poultry, to the towns, or to tils free 
inhabitants in their neighbourhood : the hours of labour are regulated by 
the Consolidated Slave Law, ic. •»»•*•«"•••" 
Saith that there is a constant progression in the ease, comforts, and general 
condition of the slaves, which accelerates their civilisation: the law pro- 
tects them: if there are grounds for complaint that are not or cannot be 
relieved on the estate, tbey apply to tbe magistrates, who are solemnly 
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btKNt* toaiotd the* ptoutOan, and It i» awswoely *s»*p*»Me t* a 
matter or manager to be ebMgeii with «ra*Uy »r lojattiee to Hi N*gr*esi, 
eriniee, however, are not 10 frequent aa formerly, or as- they are in many 
parts of Enrope. Examioant saith, that in the parish of which he is the 
Gustos', there are nearly thirty thousand Slaves, and about three thousand 
free intiHbitraits, consistlofi of'wfiitB persons atnt people of colour; that 
tbito are two seaport fovms itf it ; 1hr principal one is Falmouth, where 
all the parochial bosineM is tmisaoted) that, notwithstanding so nnmertias 
. a slave population, few instances ocsar ef slaves' being brought to trial for 
crime*, and it has but seldom happened, that the punishment of death bat 
been inflicted on them for any other crime than for murder, poisoning, and 
Obeah, when the latter has been practised with the operation and effect 
of deleterious and poisonous drugs, to 'the lujnry or destruction of the 
object against whom the Obeah has been practised; that he has known 
instances, where a great concourse of this Negro population, with » great 
many others from adjacent parishes, had come to tee races at Falmouth, 
that occasionally last about a week ; thai, notwithstanding such a nomerons 
assemblage of Negroes, not a single culprit bath been brought to justice for 
stealing or any other crime, although the doors and windows of the houses 
in that town are frequently iosecured: he considers the situation of the 
■laves on the estates to be superior in comfort to the labourer in a cold 
country, working at day labour, and who has a family to provide for; hit 
mind is not so liable to painful reflections as that of the daily labourer in 
Europe, (from a dread that, from the causes of sickness, which may hinder 
hi* working for daily bread, for himself and family, and for shelter and 
clothing and fire, the indispensable want in a cold country, or other disability,- 
that they might be exposed to want and wretchedness,) being sure of pro- 
tection, support, and even comforts from his master ; and he firmly believe*, 
that the progress made, within the last twenty years, in bettering the condi. 
tion of the slaves in this island, hath actually outstepped the effects of the 
endeavours which have been made in Britain towards the same object, 
videlicet, the improvement of the character and conditions of their own 
peasantry, manufacturers, and medicants; and eaaminant solemnly asserts, 
and he is confident the fact cannot be disproved, that the condition of the- 
slave* in this island, in respect to their treatment, as slaves, and their ad- 
vancement in civilization of manners, places them above the situation of the 
poor and lower classes of people in Ireland, who are more ignorant, more 
wretched and oppressed, than even the slaves of a ttietrtssed planter, Ste. 

(Signed) JAMES STEWART. 
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Saith that he has charge of sundry plantations, aa attorney and receiver. 
When he first arrived in the country, Negroes were very severely punished, 
several In iron* at tinea, and frequently many absentees, little attention 
paid to tbem when sick, indifferent medical attendance, little medicine used, 
but the simple* of the country ; since passing the Consolidated Slave Law, 
the condition of the slaves has been generally ameliorated, and their conduct 
progressively Improved r of upwards of four thousand Negroes under hie 
direction, not one is In a state of punishment, and not more than ten ran 
away ;. their hours of labour are from half-past five in the morniuj to half-past 
sis in the evening, in summer, during which they are allowed half an hour 
for breakfast, and two hours for dinner : that no part of that time is lost in 
preparing breakfast, as one cook Is allowed, in every ten, to prepare their 
meal* for them ; tbat in the winter, their hoars of labour are from six in the 
morning to six in the evening: that when be first came to the island, 
Negroes were worked before day an boar at least, and after dark a fnll 
hour, In making dung and carrying grass, and other work, so that they 
worked two hours morn then, In the twenty-fonr, than they do now; for 
many years after he first came to the country, be never saw a pound of flour 
or rice given to an hospital ; but now, whatever the medical gentlemen 
order, whether rice, flour, sago, oatmeal, arrowroot, or wine, it is given; 
and tbat these things are always on the estates for the purpose. 

(Signed) DAVID RICHARDS. 



Deposition of Joseph Grit*, Etq. 

Saith he has resided in this island twenty-four years, and has a general 
knowledge of the situation of estates In the parishes of St. Mary, St, 
George, A*. 

Saith that the situation of the slaves is much ameliorated since be came 
to this island. They are much belter fed, clothed, and lodged ; their hours 
of labour are fewer; their punishments far less, and lest frequent; these 
alterations have been regular and progressive, and be attributes them to 
the humane and wise policy of tbe proprietors and their agents, whose best 
interests are thereby forwarded, and wbo are aware that a different mode 
of management would reduce the number and effective strength of tbe 
"slaves, on whom many depend for the support of themselves and families, 
is bnt their Jamaica estates, which would produce 
t of slaves to cultivate them, 
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Satth thit be does most decidedly betters, (bat their situations are in a 
gradual count of melioration, and that they appear moit contented and 
happy ; tbey ire well satisfied that they receive the foil protection of the 
law ; they generally lire comfortably and many of them live ai well as a 
great proportion of the white population . 

(Signed) JOSEPH GREEK. 

Deponlim «T Wiilian Sk**d, Enj. 

Sailb that he is a planter, and hath the direction of the estates of sundry 
absentees. •••••••"•••" 

That the general allowance of salt provisions and clothing ha* been ex- 
tended, and the occasion for punishment less frequent than formerly. 
This he attributes to several causes ; to the increasing humanity and liber- 
ality of proprietors ; to men of better character and information having 
been employed as overseers and book-keepers on estates of late years; to the 
pains that bave been taken to render the Negroes more industrious and 
less dependant on the master, or manager, for their subsistence; to this 
having been rendered easier by the gradual' civilization of the slaves, in 
consequence of no Africans having been introduced, who were generally 
in a very savage state; to the gradual effect of the laws, that had been 
enacted some time before by the Colonial Legislature, compelling the in 
disposed to pay the same regard to the comforts of their slaves, which 
before bad been generally prevalent, and deterred overseers from inflict- 
ing arbitrary punishments. To coffee proprietors and other plantations, 
so far as examinant's Information and observation extend since Hie year 
17S9, the same remarks are applicable, and the improvement in the con- 
dition of the Negroes has been gradually progressive during hi* knowledge 
of the country, • * •• • »•••• 

Saith that little labour is expected from women alter they are reported 
pregnant, and thii more with a view of preventing them from travelling 
abroad and indulging in not taking sufficient exercise, than any benefit to 
their owner expected from their work ; for three or four months previous 
to delivery, tbey are only required to make their appearance before the 
overseer at stated periods. For all estates in his direction, calico or flannel 
is imported for infants, and on most properties a meal of victuals is pre- 
pared daily for the whole of the children who have been weaned and have 
not attained beyond the age of twelve or thirteen years ; they are collected 
at noon, and their situation examined into, Ac. 

(Signed; WILLIAM SHAND. 
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DtpwUim •/ fiwii GraJUm, E*f . 

Faith he has resitted in this island tince tb« mouth of April, 1T9T. See* 
very clesriy a great difference b the severity of enforcing labour, and u 
happy to say, that he does not think there ii one-half made me of thai there 
was whew tm first came to this country; he thinks that the. sltnation of the 
slaves in every way has been made mora comfortable than in former time* ; 
that the amelioration hat been regular and progress!**, and he attribute! 
the same to the overseers and white people of the present day being a 
better informed race of men in general, of humane dispositions, and attend- 
ing to the iaitrnctlmu given them by their employer*, as to the comfort of the 
staves, More strictly than was done in former day* : the dii petition of the 
starts, aad their progreasive civilised state, having had for jean no new 
Nearoei brought among them, have, tended much to their being more com* 
fortabte than vrai formerly the case. 

Foj some yean past, he has obterved, that the slaves have shown a con- 
tented and qnlet disposition, and a very considerable number of those 
nnder bii care have, at their own request, been made Christiana; that in 
every application of the kind he hat forwarded their wishes ; he docs not 
know of one instance that the aggrieved Slave has not been protected by 
the laws, and justice done them; with regard to the comforts of life, the 
well disposed, industrious slave bat more comforts about him than thousands 
and thousands of cultivators of land that be kuew in Europe; that the class 
of slaves examinant has mentioned he has known at all times perfectly 
satisfied, having only a certain duty to perform, which they understand 
and do with ease to themselves; very little more rests on their minds, hav- 
ing no pay-day to think of, or family to provide for in case of "death; thai 
it left for the master to do, who provides laud and habitations without rent, 
medicines, doctors' bills, taxes, nourishment, hospital, fish, and all other 
kinds of provisions, when necessary, clothing and every other necessary 
of Ufa, 

(Signed) FRANCIS SRAHAH. 



Dfporiti™ «/ Docitr JoAb Qvier. 

Saith that be is a Magistrate, and hath been so for thirty years last past— 
be bas likewise practised physic, &c, • **>•■•• 

Saith that he believes a great part of the decrease of Negroes has arisen 
from canses preceding the abolition, and arising out of the agitation of tits 
question for abolishing the Slave Trade: a very great number of those 
slaves, that were imported at that time, were of such a description as would 
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not have been imported, if the Slave Trade had continued in the state in 
which it had been carried on previoea to the agitation of that question; 
that a very large proportion of them were of a very bad description; that 
a very considerable manner of the proprietors of plnatationn, conceiriag 
that they wonld be sanclndod faam ft tare puccnasce, strained their cradit 
Wtbeato«»rinvurtiMiB*a*w Nf«rDe»,iW whom they bad not the BKani 
of providing ptoacr eubsistonqe. Exaaueant known that then was in aw 



tion of new Negroes, for whose anbaialenee the pafchMers mm veiy 
KM«U 7 provided, and from which there was .a considerable additional 
mortalit-v. That be is happy to atate, that Ink waste of toman lite ha* 
waea repaired by roMnral bseasmae, doting wwil yean last faut, «*U 
•as taken place on enaakianfs own paepertv, and all the plantations 
SBMkr fan <we. He believes that the deficiency of Negroes will decrease 
auuaaHy. 

(Signed) "JOHN QUICK. 

Deposition of Ralph Mmtntagiu, Esq, 

flarththat he came to tbis island, from Croat Britain, auontlaatChnstrmu, 
for the purpose* of private business and family arrangements, &o. * * 

Saith thittthe nUrea'in this country do appear to this exannaent to be 
a contented body of people; that in his judgment they have raasonto b« to, 
as they enjoy the protection of laws and the comforts of life -necessary ta 
their condition as cultivators of the soil, and are treated try their nuutar* 
with kindness and 'humanity, 4c. 

(«§■*») RALPH MOUNT-AGUE. 

XwiB take the liberty of directing your attention to eWee monks 
lately published, upon the first of which the anti-colonials toy 
couniderabJe stress, sod of which the author ,is far from being 
partial to the planters. " Many," gays Mr. Stewart, " or moat 
of the old abuses are removed: punishments are more rare and 
far less severe : the slaves are not worked at unseasonable hours, 
(excepting the night-work during crop, which will, probably, 
.contiPW until methods are devised* for expediting the work by 
day-at:that period,-) labour is more mild: the. slaves are better 

* Methods have been lately devised, (as mentioned in my first letter,) of 
wbicb the steam-engine is the most effective. 
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fed, clothed, and lodged, and when sick, experience kinder 
attention, and are more amply supplied with necessary comforts: 
aid, above all, the breeding women are carefully attended to, 
and receive every necessary indulgence and assistance. ln,ccn- 
■equence of these reformations, there- ore now few plantations 
#tiich have not increase of slaves," &c* 

The third publication is by Mr. Sells, a medical man, of the 
highest respectability, who left Jamaica in May last, after a 
residence of twenty years, and who baa " no interest there, 
directly or indirectly, personally, or ortherwise." To the whole 
of this- pamphlet yoar attention is solicited. t 

I shall conclude this' letter with remarking, that the alleged' 
mitigation of Negro labour in tins colony receives full confirma- 
tion from the fact, that only about the same quantity of Sugar 
is now produced there by 340,000 slaves, as was produced by 
255,700 slaves at the period to which you unfairly refer your 
readers. In the year 1780, Beekford states the number of sugar 
estates at 1061; of other settlements, 2018; of sugar tnade f 
106,400 hogsheads ; and of slaves, 266,700-1 



(Extract from Vmdex't Letter of December 29th, 1824.; 

That cross-examination which Mr. Cooper was not permitted 
to undergo at the late meeting of your Abolition Society, appears 
to be now going forward through the medium of the London news- 

* Stewart's View of Jamaica, 1823, p. 230 and S3I. 

t Remark* on tlie Condition of the Slaves in tbe Island of Jamaica, by 
William Bells, Member of the Koyal College of Surgeons, London, and 
many years Practitioner in tlte pariah of Clarendon, in tbe Island of Jamaica. 
London, 1823, Sto, price Is. tid. 

% Beckford't Acconnt of Jamaica, 1700, p. 20. 
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papers, whieh circumstance renders it superfluous to say much 
lieie. Upon one topic, however, it becomes necessary to make 
some ituj*oBes ; sad it is that topic which, perhaps, of all others 
present* the greatest difficulties to the legislator, sad to those who 
Ism had the misfortune to inherit West India property. Itis 
respecting the use of the whip. Mr. Cooper's assertion, that " bf 
never saw a Negro who, when uncovered, did not exhibit marks 
of violence, that is to say, traces of the whip," has been commented 
Upon in my last letter but one, But it remainsforhim to explain 
how is happened that, during a residence of three years and four 
months upon a large sugar estate, be witnessed himself no Tory 
severe punishment. " Qne overseer toU him (p. 62 of ' Negro 
Slavery') of a woman, who had received at one time twice tbjsty- 
uhte lashes;" — iolhe next leaf, "one of the book-keepers uikhim" 
of another case of cruelty; and at .p. SI, ," he km hmrdaS as many 
as sixty Negroes being Bogged in este mommg, for being lain." 
Did he make no personal examination, into cases of such atrocity? 
But on one occasion he did tee an old man, who appeared to have 
been recently flogged, standing in the public street at Lncesv with 
his posteriors bleeding. Now Mr. Cooper is respectfully called 
upon to say what the names of these persons were ; what their 
offences had been, and more especially the offence of the last; 
and who was the captain that was in company with him (Mr. 
Cooper) at Lucea when he saw this Negro, But he is most par- 
ticularly requested to state, whether the most severe flogging that 
came ondar his personal knowledge was not inflicted, ay his own 
order, upon John Harden, a poor Negro lad who had been guilty 
of some neglect to bis horse. 

Of the internal regulations of Georgia estate as to labour, &c. 
X know nothing— but will simply ask the Rev. G catlemau which 
of the Negroes were heard by him to complain with just founda- 
tion, of what they complained, and which of them were in any 
danger of " being reduced to absolute want."* He will, perhaps, 
also mention what Negroes were to his knowledge removed con- 

* Negro Slavery. 
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trary to their consent, and which of them were ton from their wives 
or children through such removal. When he has answered these 
questions, he is desired to explain by what extraordinary fatality 
he forgot, in giving his evidence to you, all the pleasing pictures 
he had a few months before drawn of Negro happiness and merri- 
ment, of the humane disposition of the planters, and of the dire 
necessity they were under, from the indolent and vicious propen- 
sities of the slaves, to resort at times to severe measures.* ' 

As to Mr. Cooper's assertion, that manumissions cannot be 
effected " where estates are mortgaged, or the owner is a minor," 
he is hereby informed, (what any one conversant with the lawn 
and usages of tbe colony will confirm,) that no difficulty whatever 
exists in executing snch manumissions. Mortgagees can manu- 
mise either in person or by their attorneys; and even in Chancery 
cases, the business is speedily accomplished by a Marshal's sale. 

As the Bahamas laws have fallen under your censure, it is 
proper to inform you briefly of a few facts which prove the happy 
and contented state of the Negro population of those islands. In 
Crooked Island and its keys there were lately about 2,800 slaves 
and only from five to fifteen white inhabitants, and no military of 
any sort. Most of the Negroes were baptized, and taught to read. 
From a total failure of crops, it became necessary to remove a 
large portion of them to Demerara. Several vessels freighted 
with them are arrived, and others on their passage. No one has 
embarked but by his own free consent, and no preparation was 
made in any of the vessels for securing the unruly. No death has 
yet occurred at sea. Two of the ships were navigated by sailors 
who were also slaves, there being no white people on board 
besides the captain and a young gentleman of this town. The 
Negroes might, if they had wished, have carried any of- the 
vessels to St. Domingo. During the first year after their arrival 
at Demerara, there was an increase of 2 A per cent. 

• Monthly Repository, Nos. IWi, 1D7, 800, 263,204, Ac. 
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To JAMES CROPPER, fin. 

Sib, 

During the agitation in Parliament of the Slave Trade question, 
a pamphlet wan published by the gentleman who now holds the 
sabmtion of president of your " Abolition Society,'' and who 
certainly has not been less sanguine in his views than any of the 
abolitionists.* In this pamphlet be gave (page 32) many " hint* 
for improving the personal rights of slaves in the West Indies," 
which hints have been in almost every instance adopted, and, 
on the whole, much improved upon, by the colonial legislatures. 
What, then, must be the astonishment of the public at the intima- 
tion conveyed (page 13) in the " Declaration" of your " Aboli- 
tion Society," dated 26th March last, that neither " this nor any 
plan of a similar nature bad been carried into effect!" It has 
been proved, in the foregoing letters, (still to use the words of 
your said Declaration,) that "an alteration has taken place (eye, 
and a great one too) in the condition of the tlave, which by a 
gradual proceu hat rendered him capable of ttili higher improve- 
ment." That " higher improvement" the West Indians are daily 
promoting. Whilst those who remain at home pursue this object 
in co-operation with the Executive Government, who alone, by 
our constitution, possess any right of control over the internal 
polity of the colonies, many have embarked for the plantations 
(though unused to a tropical climate) for the express purpose of 
meliorating the mental and corporeal state of the black popular 
lion. Which of the anti-colonists have done the samel The 
latest accounts, up to the present period, represent the colonial 
assemblies as still anxiously endeavouring to improve their slave- 
code. Even with regard to the present extended propositions of 
their opponents, (to use the words of Mr. Canning, f) " there is 

* A general View of the African Slave Trade, tee,, 1788. 
f Debate In the House of Commons, 15th May, 1833. 
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every disposition amongst those who represent the colonial 
interest to give them a fair, liberal, and candid consideration." 
An example of this feeling may be found in a very judicious 
letter of Mereator, dated 13th December, to which the reader 
is referred. Bnt the West Indians cannot perform miracles — 
and the habits and morals of the Negro slave are not more sus- 
ceptible of improvement than those of the whites. 

With respect to the colonial legislatures, it gives me pleasure 
to observe that they " know their rights, and knowing, dare 
maintain them." To enter upon a discussion of those rights 
is foreign to my present purpose. Neither is it my intention 
to combat your favourite proposition — that which constitutes 
the burden of your song, and pervades all your "Letters," 
" Pamphlets," " Papers," " Declarations * &c. The reader 
will immediately perceive that I allude to your incessant calls for 
reduction of the dutiei on East India* Sugar — thai clumsy 
attempt to implicate the public in your own interested views. 
This unhallowed appendage to all your solemn appeals to the 
religion and humanity of the nation, might justly excite much 
ridicule, if the subject were not of too grave a nature to admit of 
such a feeling. The public, however, are sufficiently informed 
upon it, to perceive the design and the real effect of such an , 
union. It is the union which took place in the image of Nebu- 
chadnezzar's vision — of " the feet of clay with the head of jfcie 
gold." 

It is well known, that your " Abolition Society" of this town 
is composed of about twenty gentlemen, whose proceedings have 
been mainly conducted by yourself and your immediate connex- 
ions, but that even they could not be induced to lend themselves 
to your mercantile views, and that they refused to sanction that 
bold manifesto, entitled " Impolicy of Slavery,'' which more 
immediately gaye rise to this controversy. It is also known, that 
reflecting and feeling men are retiring from that Society, because 
they find it impossible to inspire moderation or a becoming regard 
to the lives, properties, and feelings of others, and to prevent its 
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being managed by you and your connexions on an exclusive 
system. 

The subject of Indemnity to the Planters has been so ably 
enforced in Mr. Barbara's late pamphlet <m to render further 
comments upon it unnecessary. But the people of this country 
must reflect, that no money can bring back the lives of the poor 
Negroes and whites which have been sacrificed, or restore that 
peace and confidence which have been destroyed, by the pre- 
cipitate or insidious measures of the anti-colonists. 

It is lamentable to observe, how yon still adhere to that deceit- 
ful practice for which you have been so severely censured, of 
palming upon the world ancient grievances, as if they were of 
modern occurrence. . In your very last letter you quote an answer 
from the Legislature of Granada, as though it had been recently 
received, whereas (will die reader believe ?) this said answer was 
returned in the year 1788, and may be found in the " Report of 
the Privy Council," printed in 1789, part 3d, A. No. 4. Your 
method also of shifting your ground is still most delusive, and 
requires the closest watching. Driven from one post to another, 
which, through ignorance of West Indian affairs you had thought 
impregnable, you endeavour to fortify yourself in random asser- 
tion, or unfounded theory. Thus you now contend, in the same 
letter, that " the deterioration of the soil is a cause" of the 
diminished crops of sugar in Jamaica, when it is notorious that 
the quantity now generally produced from a given extent of land 
is greater than it was at the former period therein adverted' to, 
and that there remain upwards of a million and a half of acres 
uncultivated.* After such reiterated instances of your want of 
candour, can you with justice blame those who expose it to the 
public? or can you say, with truth, that any personal remarks have 
been made concerning yourself " beyond what the cause 
required?" There is a dignity in distress which, at least, lays 
claim to lair dealing from mankind ; and if the West Indians find 

* HubtrtMn, fn hia Survey, states die total numbers or acres cultivated 
at 8119,453 acres, and the number of " acres uncultivated, but fit for the 
culture of sugar, coffee, grass, and provisions, at 1,675,1-16 acres." 
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their previous calamities aggravated by your calumnies and mis- 
representations, can they be expected to sit down patiently under 
so unprovoked an aggression ? The personal abuse bestowed 
by your auxiliaries upon individuals has been met by silent 
contempt. Your few arguments have been answered ; your 
many theories have been rebutted by facts. To alter the 
current of your thoughts and wishes may be impracticable ; but 
the public will, at least, be now on their guard against your 
deceptions course. To that public and to the Legislature of 
their country the West Indians confidently appeal for protection, 
to which the smallness of their numbers, and tile selfish malignity 
with which they are assailed, will only present additional claims. 
As for the West Indian proprietors, I cannot better address 
them than in the words of an accomplished and distinguished 
member of their own body.* " I consider our duty, though 
difficult and complicated, to be this — so to prepare our Negroes 
by religious instruction, by the gradual acquisition of civil rights, 
and by the habits of civilized life, that the influence of those 
habits may be substituted for the authority of the master, when- 
ever that authority shall be withdrawn. Then they may become 
honest, peaceable, moral, and industrious members of a free 
society, and the transition may take place without a convulsion." 
Thus, to use the emphatic words of Mr. Buxton upon the same 
occasion, " it will be impossible to predict that at such a time, 
or in such a year, slavery will be abolished. In point of fact, 
it will never be abolished — it will never be destroyed. It will 
subside — it will decline— it will expire— it will, as it were, bum 
itself down into the socket and go out" 

I am, Sir, Tour's respectfully, 

- VINDEX. 

January 2d, 1824. 

• Speech of Mr. EMU in the Hoiite of Commons, 151b May, 1823. 
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APPENDIX C. 



To the LIVERPOOL SOCIETY for the ABOLITION 
of SLAVERY. 

Whi»I was solicited to become a Member of your Society, 
I consented to be put in nomination more from a wish to 
etreugtbaD your numbers, and to give variety to the character 
wad calhngs of its Members, than from a hope that I could, by 
my pergonal efforts, contribute any thins; to promote the cause 
4rtrich ye* advocated. Having been elected, I entered zealously 
on my duty, though not then safficieatly impressed with the 
importance of the subject ; for the more I have since viewed It 
in all its combinations and consequences, the greater the diffi- 
ejrftJes in the way of Emancipation hare appeared. From the 
very first I felt myself bound to oppose many of the principles 
upon which you were acting; and, I trust, I had some share in 
reducing the tone and character of your Declaration of Principle* 
to a standard to which you may appeal with satisfaction to your- 
selves, and without giving offence to others. I have also 
found myself compelled to oppose every proceeding calculated 
to commit the Society, as to the period of Emancipation; and to 
combat many of the notions entertained as to die treatment and 
condition of the Haves. If, in the course of my opposition, I 
■hase betrayed any tiling like warmth or pertinacity, H has arisen 
-from a zealous wish to discharge what, I conceived, the interests 
-of truth required. I know well, that, in the minds of those who 
*riH nuke no allowance for constitutional temperament, auoh 
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offences are not easily extenuated ; but X trait that time, which 
softens all things, will induce such persons to speak of me with 
less asperity than, I am aware, they have done. 

Till Mi. Clarkson favoured the Society with a detail of his 
proceedings, I felt no compunction for what the Society had 
done; on the contrary, what they had accomplished during the 
last Session of Parliament was highly gratifying. But when I 
found, that, after the concession made by Parliament, the efforts 
of the Abolitionists were to be redoubled, and that petitions were 
to be got up after the manner of Major Cartwright's for reform, 
X felt that it was time to pause : this, which was then little better 
than the impression of fear, has gradually strengthened into con- 
- taction, and has at length become my decided judgment. I can 
go no further with you ; and, having observed an impatience of 
delay and of investigation, which appeared to me to render the 
expression of my sentiments unacceptable, I have finally resolved 
to withdraw. In taking leave of the Society, I shall offer a few 
observations, partly in justification of my own conduct, and partly 
with a view of moderating the zeal of those who feel indisposed 
to listen to any species of compromise or delay. 

' Coinciding as I do in the abstract views of the impolicy and 
inhumanity of Slavery, I may, nevertheless, be permitted to 
advert, briefly, to its origin and practice. Slavery is the institu- 
tion of ignorance and tyranny; and the history of mankind shows, 
that the reciprocation of tyranny and slavery is necessary to sup- 
port society in its origin. Tyranny is the simplest form of 
Government, and Slavery the most abject species of subordina- 
tion. If, then. Slavery is the foundation of Government, it can- 
not be wondered that ignorance and tyranny should have per- 
petuated it through so many ages, nor that its eradication should 
hare been so slow, even in the civilized parts of the world. It 
has existed in all ages, and in all countries; it exists still, in a 
greater or less degree, all over the world; it exists still in many 
' parts of Europe ; it existed in Scotland not many years ago ; and 
its last vestiges are only, as it were, just obliterated in this highly 
■civilized nation. I do not state this in vindication of Slavery, 
but to show how slow has been its eradication, even where it 
lias existed in communities, the great majority of which were free 
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and civilized men. That it has been so slow is a matter which, 
at tint sight, excites surprise ; bat a temperate review of history 
will instruct us, that revolutions in the affairs and condition of' 
mankind are the result of ages; and, in my mind, he who would' 
assert, that the general improvement has not been snfficinntly 
rapid, must he prepared to prove, that the onder of nature and- 
eventa has no necessary connexion. Believing in the natural' 
disposition of man, throughout all time, to better his condition, I 
think it highly probable, that as much has been accomplished as 
has been practicable, under all circumstances. In contemplat- 
ing the future improvement of any portion of our species, we 
should, therefore, do well not to disregard the instruction of time. 
Looking at the state of the world at large, who can doubt but 
that Slavery is stiH destined to be the lot of a large portion of our 
fellow-creatures, for centuries yet to come. I, for one, have no 
doubt of it, though I am not without hope that their numbers 
will diminish, at a rate accelerated by the civilization and improve- 
ments which will be banded down from generation to generation. 

After this brief retrospect of the origin; practice, and decline 
of Slavery throughout the world, let us come to the question 
immediately before us — its gradual abolition in our West India 
Colonies ; and here, I confess, I can derive no light either from 
precedent or analogy. There is no precedent of an attempt 
being made by free men to emancipate a body of Slaves, sur- 
rounding and outnumbering them in the proportion of eight to 
one. Precedent fails us ; and as to analogy, I can form no idea 
what will be the precise moral or political effect of any gives 
degree of -instruction , because instruction has never been conveyed 
under the same circumstances. . 

The Slaves in the Colonies have passed through few or no 
stages of improvement; they have been brought from a country 
where man exercises no natural rights, but where he is the 
Slave of Slaves, ignorant and incapable of every thing connected 
with civilization. They have not, as in the case of European 
Slaves, partaken of the slow and silent improvements which 
have been induced by contact with freemen forages; on the 
contrary, they are thrust forward, with all their claims and all 
their ignorance, for immediate redress and early 
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To their ignorance' I would concede bom than I would to tbek- 
olajrns ; their ignorance excites oir compassion, but there elaime- 
do not, because they ere suggested by oners, and can only be 
considered us like those of a minor, vested, it is true, but not to- 
oorae into possession until the parties are capable of eqjoyin& 
them. Found in a state vf nature, in its lowest and most de- 
plorable aspect, there are, however, those who contemplate 
bestowing upon them the rights' sod liberties of free men, at no 
distent period ; notwithstanding all experience testifies, that, in the 
natural progress of civilization, an enlargement of desires and a> 
change of habit are the work of ages.* To such persons I would; 
say, in the words of an eloquent writer on another subject — 
" You will find it a vain attempt to build Grecian temples with 
brickbats and rubbish.'' 

The more I have reflected on Emancipation, the more I hate 
become alarmed at the hazardous nature of the subject; I see a 
large number of my fellow-countrymen surrounded by ft Slavo 
Population, which may any day rise up and sweep them out of 
existence. To give such persons knowledge is to give mem 
power; audi am distrustful of almost any scheme which » to- 
direct and govern the passions, the whirlwinds, of half-informed 
minds. The attempt to mingle Blacks and Whites, now 
separated by feeling and principle, like the Castes of India, into- 
an harmonious society, where imforgotten wrongs shall remain 
unresented, does appear to me, when I look at the rest disparity of 
numbers, to be a most perilous undertaking. I shrink frem the 
attempt almost in despair, and can find no consolation in the 
whole subject but that I have done so little to urge on that cata- 
strophe, which I consider your meditated proceedings will pro- 
bably produce. I know that what is generally understood by 
Emancipation must and will take place ; but never, I fear, as you 
propose: — your measures will accelerate the crisis, and then, for 
Emancipation, you will have to read Revolt 

I am sensible, that to remain passive spectators of event* 
which, in their natural course, must end in disaster and ruin, witln- 

• Mr. Button's Speech, 15th May, 189S " In twenty or thirty years, 

the young, the vigorous, and rising generation will be Tree, and only the 
aged and decrepit will remain la Slavery ." 
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oat malting, so effort to avert tlie cManOity , would betray a. want 
of moral energy, and become a. subject of just reproach. 1 knots 
that a. system of gradual amelioration murt beputin motion i the* 
iastruction miet be conveyed to the- winds of the Slaves; ami, if 
sUbordmatibw followed m their train, m a nertaai and necessary, 
ccma c omsnoe, they could scarcely be imparted too rapidly ; hut 
there is-tim danger and the difficulty; a danger notlejsirnmwaofi 
to the Slaves thtia to the Planters; and a difficulty, which, the, 
Planters will have to encounter without the light of anpemtnme, 
dr pteoedent, a* a. guide. It ia obvious, therefore,, that the 
most eoimuaunate caution and the moat vigilant exercise of 
authority must be observed. But all this ia clearly the busi- 
ness of the Planum,, foe they are surrounded with difioullidn 
from which: there is bat one escape — they inereaae upon them 
— and* pressed as they are by public opinion and the fosce el 
circumstances, their only resource is amelioration. If they wean 
wise, they would rather solicit assistance than deprecate every 
species of interference ; and if die Abolitionists bad a joat 
regard Car the welfare of the Staves, they should support and 
(if necessary) incite the Planters, instead of abusing and urging! 
then to adopt measures which would inevitably prove fatal to both 
parties. With all the care and caution which human ingenuity 
can devise, the experiment of a safe and peaceable Emancipation! 
may fail ; and failing, it will show, that no atonement whatever 
can be made for the crime which the whole nation has committed, 
of Tendering Slavery a part and parcel of the law of the Mad. 

I believe I stated, at die very first meeting which I attended, 
my conviction, that the Society was be ginning at the wrong and. 
I stated, that the first effort should be to put down the Slav* 
Trade, now carried on by France, Spain, and Portugal ; because 
it was a waste of time to set about emancipating 800,000 Slaves, 
in comparatively comfortable circumstances, while 70 or 80,000 
were carried every year from the Coast of Africa to the Foreign 
Colonies. I think that the total destruction of that trade might 
easily be accomplished by the concurrence of any two great 
maritime Powers, such as England and America; and if that 
voice of the nation had demanded such an interference on the part 
of oar own Government, that interference could not have foiled 
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of success. I think, too, it may bo proved, that eveu the quiet 
Emancipation of oar own Slaves would inevitably tend to increase 
the number carried into captivity to Foreign Colonies; and, if I 
am right, what becomes of your philanthropy? I ground thin 
opinion on the belief, that the Slaves are well fed and full 
worked, and that an emancipated Slave would perform very 
little work : consequently we, or Europe, or both, would have to 
draw increased supplies of Sugar and Coffee from the Slave 
Colonies of other nations. 

It is one of the laws of nature, that the fertility of the soil 
and the nature of the climate determine the quantity of labour 
necessary to preserve existence. , In the tropics, where the fruits 
of the earth spring almost spontaneously, man is scarcely called 
upon for labour ; and hence, to the inhabitant of colder regions, 
his life seems to pass in sloth and idleness. Hie reverse of this 
holds in the colder latitudes, where a man is compelled to industry 
and incessant tod. It is notorious, that the native Indians, to 
whom the Slaves have succeeded, led a life of indolence, and 
that the emancipated Slaves of St Domingo produce compara- 
tively nothing : that island, which grew as much Sugar an all the 
other Islands put together, at the time of the revolt, now pro- 
duces Utile more than it consumes; and the export of Coffee has 
declined more than one-half. Will any man believe, that 800,000 
Blacks, indolent by nature, as they confessedly are, would, by 
the mere force of Emancipation, voluntarily produce Sugar and 
Coffee to feed more than twenty millions of Whites? The law 
of nature contradicts it, experience is against it, and common 
sense rejects it as one of those propositions which curies 
absurdity on its face. 

It is, 1 repeat, notorious, that the Blacks, in all countries, 
possess an invincible repugnance to labour, and that immediate 
necessity only excites them. What reason is there, then, to 
expect, that, under any circumstances, they would ever become 
sufficiently industrious, when emancipated, to give us our present 
supply of colonial produce? It is the matter of complaint 
amongst the Abolitionists, that they are now overworked; but 
then they assert, that, if they were free labourers, they would 
do more work in less time, and that what they now do by coercion. 
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they would then do voluntarily. la it possible to conceive a 
motive for such exertions? In a soil and climate which will 
produce the fruits of the earth necessary to existence, with the 
least possible labour and almost spontaneously, what motive can 
a man have to make such sacrifices? Our notions of conve- 
nience and comforts such people cannot comprehend, — " the idea 
of pleasure which must be purchased by toil, presents a contra- 
diction in terms." You may make them free labourers, hut you 
cannot make them work. If I am right in believing they would 
not work, we must then obtain our Sugar and Coffee from other 
sources ; and that which the East Indies could not supply we 
must get from Cuba or the Brazils ; and the Continent of Europe 
would require the deficiency to be supplied, which the cessation 
of the export of our present surplus and the abstraction of East 
India imports would create. Thus a new and very extensive 
demand for the produce of slave labour would be established, 
and more Slaves would, consequently, be carried into captivity. 
I ask again, what becomes of your philanthropy, and if you did 
not begin at the wrong end ? 

This argument, strong as I believe it to be on its own merits, 
derives additional importance from its bearing on a point upon 
which the Society rests its proceedings with unabated confidence. 
The pamphlet published by Mr. Adam Hodgson, on the cheap- 
ness of free compared with slave labour, has served to mislead, 
in no ordinary degree, a large portion of the public in their deli 
berations on West India Slavery; but, if I am capable of com- 
prehending his statement, it amounts to no more than this, that 
a good machine is better than a bad one ; and that when they 
can be brought into fair competition, the good will supersede the 
bad. No person can doubt but that a free man, who is paid for 
bis work and who will work, will do more than a Slave who is 
not paid ; he will do more than a Slave who is goaded by the 
whip; but then it happens, that freedom and the disposition to 
work are not indissolubly connected. Free labour has auger- ' 
seded slave labour, only where the number of free men has 
gained upon the Slaves. Their numbers produce competition, 
both as regards the quantity and price of the work; and it is 
thus that a defective system, like that of Slavery, becomes 
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gradually extinct. It is extinguished by tie superior skill and 
industry of a higher class of workmen. In fact, Slavery hat 
eoarody ever been put *iown till it has become of no value. It 
is only im tias -way that the preposition, that free is cheaper than 
slave labour becomes true. It is not true in aH places, (hough 
it May be fane in all times. It is not true ' as regards the West 
Indies, became there is no superior sad intelligent chut of 
labourers — the labourers are «H Stares. It is obvious, therefore, 
that, iu tbe present question) the proposition is of no value. As 
on abstract truth, I am willing to admit its Ml merit; but 1 
cannot conceive how it is to be appied as a salvo for the losses 
which the West India Planters may sustain by the experiment. 
I hwve no idea, that such an imperfect machine as a 8)are could 
J»e raised to the rank of a eirihaed and free labourer, without a 
proh at ioa of considerable coat and peril to the owner. The only 
case in which the Slaves in our Colonies have bees raised into 
any thing like time labourers, is that of Mr. Steele, at Barbados ; 
•at I do net find any evidence, that the benefit of tbe proprietor 
was promoted by the change, as has been alleged. It is true 
Air. fkaele-sayg, (ride pages US and 169 of Dr. Dickson's long 
■amative,) that the annual net produce, in ] 773 to 1770, was little 
move than 1} per -cent, en the purchase; and that in 1780 to 178S 
it amounted to a little above 2 per cent, whereas in 1784 to 1706 
it reached nearly 4 J per cent. But it surely is not fair to attribute 
this, which he calls trebling the net proceeds, to the change in the 
treatment of the Slaves, unless it appeared that the quantity of 
Sugar produced was increased considerably. New, I find in 
Sir W. Young's Commonplace Book, page 42, that in 1771 the 
market price of Sugar was, inOreat Britain, 37*. a 39«. per ewt., 
whilst in 1781 to 1786 it rose to 62s. a 62*. per cwt, an advance 
which would at once account for the great increase of the net 
produce. Much as this case has been relied on, I think every 
candid mind must admit, that it is too naked of facts, and too 
loose in its statements, to warrant any very decided conclusion 
hieing founded upon it. 

A great deal has been said, of late, on the question of indem- 
nity tothe "Planters; but, taking it for granted that this point was 
wetUed between the-two parties, great difficulties will stiS arise. 
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I believe you will have a third party to consult. You will find 
the Government determined .to resist any scheme, which shall 
endanger, in the remotest degree, the safety of our West Indian 
Possession*. I have no doubt bat that the Abolitionists would 
subject them to some risk to obtain their object; and nobody can 
question the disposition of tho Planters to grasp at- indemnity, 
and leave them to their fate ; but the Government, which em- 
braces in. its view-all interests and all times; which does not esti- 
mate the value of possessions on the narrow principle of profit 
and loss, will suffer no such compromise. What would be thought 
of a Government which abandoned Gibraltar, Malta, or the Cape 
of Good Hope, because they were unprofitable ''. This is a con- 
sideration which has escaped your notice ; but to which, if I mis- 
take not the character of the Government, they will soon draw 
your attention. 

A variety of other considerations present themselves, and con- 
vince me that I have by no means done justice to the subject I 
have ventured to discuss ; but, if what I have said should have 
the effect of awakening you'to a sense of your deep responsibility, 
I do hope and trust, that your first effort will be to increase your 
numbers from the ranks of those whose views are more moderate 
than your own. That such a subject, involving such mighty inter- 
ests of life and property, should be moved by so small a body, 1 
have always thought to be a most presumptuous undertaking. I 
entreat you not to go to Parliament with your Petitions next Sea- - 
sion, but to wait till more light is thrown upon the subject ; for it 
is better to delay doing good, than, by precipitancy, to incur the 
chance of doing mischief. It will be safer, with due vigilance as 
to what you have obtained, to leave the gradual accomplishment 
of this great object to posterity ; if it succeed, yours will be the 
satisfaction of having begun it. 

I know that your ardour in the cause of early Emancipation 
has been somewhat mitigated ; still your preparatives are of too 
active a nature to permit me to remain a party to them. To sepa- 
rate from you, I can assure you, has given me much pain ; but 
the very high personal regard which I have long entertained for 
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many of the Members of the Society and the deference I feel for 
their talents and character, have not been able to Reduce my 
understanding, nor to make me in attentive to its dictates. With 
the greatest admiration of your motives, and the sincere and 
ardent wish that your proceedings may not aggravate the evils 
which you wish to suppress, I reluctantly take my leave. 

JOS. 8ANDARS. 



Liverpool, January 10, 1824. 
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